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TOR a mach as the Pains ant 
- Trouble of writing Books is (un- 
| great, 


to ſome Tempers 1 am fure ) 
unleſs animated thereunto ; ſome 
Oppoſition, Gain, vain-Glory, or ſuch like 
| Motives,; and the Age we live in ſo cu- 
Tio, if mot cenforions ; it is meet that 1 


Five ſome acconnt of this preſent Endea- 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


numbers of People, that are umployed | 
ſome Trade or other ; and 1 reckoned th. | 
ſome Dire&tions and Cautions about ths. 


Carriage therein, would not be an unuſeſul } 
tndertakigg. Surely an Affair that tqk?s 
up fix parts of -leyen. of their Time, doi) | 
require more Rules, and admits more Calc3 
of Conlcience, than are digeſted into any | 


one Treatile yet extant. 
Whilſt others therefore are canvaſſing | 
more doubtful Points in Doctrine or Wor- | 
ſhip, my preſent Province ſhall be tadi- 

'relt the Mind and Praftice of the conſcienci- 
ous Chriftjan in his daily Employment, where | 
certamly he bath mot Temprarians, -and 
without God's Grace falls into moſt Sins, | 
and where be bath need of all the Aſſiſtance | 
that God. or Man ſhall impart, unto him. 
For it is not ſufficient to be devout in Prayer | 
in the Morning, and at Night, and leave | 
Conſcience aſleep all the Day; no, thoſe Re- ) 
tigioug Duties are only the Means whereby ] 
to procure that Wiſdom, Faith, Patience, 
Self-; 


The Efiftle co the Reader. 
GHI{-denial ardTntegriry of 'which he with 
1 ,<\ dad:the Tradefmman hath more Exer- 
cifes for theſe.Graces, than moſt other Men: 
be hath the ſame.Corruption 'of'. Nature 
to-bias him,” and the ſame Deyil' to tempt: 
' | bim, withothers, but then be hath mare vg« 
riety of Trials from the World, than the 
|} Pugdiows Schiolar, or the plain Husband- 
' , man: Andinfinite are the Cales of Con- 
| | ſcience, that come in a Tradeſman's way 
| all which, thothis ſmall Trad cannet reach, 
| | yet T hope bereby to inflruft and reſolve bim 
; | inthe moit material of them, or at leaſt to 
| eſtabliſh ſuch Principles and Rules, , as, be- 
| ing faithfully applied to particular Caſes, 
wil tend much to his Direction, 
. 4+ When therefore I have diſcourſed of the 
. | Nature and Kinds, the Neceſlicy, the 
| Choice, and the right Entrance into 4 
o Calling m general, 1 ſhall lay down thafe 
| Directions that are neceſſary for the (hri- 
; ; ſf.:n Tradeſman in his particular ( alling, 
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s to which he 
& liable ; and add ſomething concerning the 
leaving or- finiſhing bis Calling ; and fo 
commit all to the Bleſſmg of the Almighty, | 
which only can make this Endeavour uſeful 
to the Souls of Men, which us the unfeioned 
fre o, 
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_- CHAP, k 
Of the Nature and. Kinds of (allings. 


I Caboy is ſome kind: of Life to 
I which we ateca/tedof God : Now! 
allChwftiznr arccalled of Godto: 
= know and'believe in him,. to loye 
74 wo ſerye' hm: and y Krngel, j 
LT to-enjoy him. An 
b aolone _— CHng, ; and ſubordinate _ 
i God!d6th ONES Manand Woman, as if 
enf by* Nante, to Jderve'him'in ſome 
fecnliar Iniployment in this- World; both: for 
thet® own-26d"tHe Zommon-Good. And hence 
J 2rdfvelr har DiſlinRion- of 'a+ General, ard br 
moveckarnefs: ho! niya; our Spa, and onr 
Tempe Exim, bur only: thar ſore, eyen 
FereculisGallings: (as that'of Miniſters are 
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x The Tradeſman's ( alling. Ch.1; 


converſant about Spiritzal Matters, tho they are 


diſtin& enough from our.Chr tian Catlong. - + » 

Our _ or Spiritual Calling chen, where- 
by a Perſon is called of Ged to believe and obey 
the Goſpel ; which, being revealed under the 
Notion of a Covenant, of Grace, is named F ocatio 
ad Fedus, And this, when the Word is accom- 
panied with the Spirit, is Efettual Calling, and 
leads to Salvation ; according to that, 27 7.1.9, 
Who hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy Calling, 
But here I ſhall diſcourſe no-more of this, ſave 
only to note, wherefore it ts termd our General 
Calling ; namely, becauſe this 1s common to Al 
Chriſtians, requires of Af the fame Duties, aſſures 
to Allthe ſame Promiſes, and obliges At to the 
ſame Condnions :- So-that, as no Man may un- 
dertake any Particular Calling it is inconſiſtent 


with his General ;, ſo in caſe of Competition in | 


any -Inſtance'of preſent Duty, that "muft humbly 
give place to this; for every Man/ought to ma- 
nage. his Temporal Calling in Subordination to his 
Spiritual, and muſt remember, that; inthe throng 
of all his Buſineſs, he is a Chriftian, © 
A Particular, or Temporal Calling t a-ſetled Im- 
ployment in ſome ſpecial Buſineſs of God"s Appoint- 
mert, for our own and others good : ' And this is 
term'd, Yocatio ad Vite inſtitutum,, vel ad munui * 
The former and this latter are both elegantly 
mention'd in one Verſe, . 1 Cor. 7, 20.; Let every 
Man abide in the ſame [earthly?} Calling, wherein 
he was-called [by his heavenly Calling,] No Man 
ſhould think, that God likes him either the better. 
or the, worſe, meerly for his outward Calling 3 
and therefore let every Man contentedly abide: 
_ | in 
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2 in Lan 2 
Ck. i. The Tr adeſman's Calling, p 
in the ſame Earthly Callings provided it: be- a 
weul one, wherein his Heavenly Calling found 


"In the aboveſaid Deſcription, conſider, 1. The: 
Author. of a Particular Calling, which is God, 
Sothe Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 7. 19. But as God hath di-' 
fiributed to every Man ;, as the. Lord hath - called 
every one, ſo let bim walk, Hence certainly. theſe 
Imployments are named Caliings, becauſe 'eyery 
Man muſt be called of God unto them ; He di-. 

; Wi redts Men 10 them, he inclines them, he enables 
; © them for them. - Now God calls unto them, 
1. Immediately by himſelf : 1o he; called Adamnto 
an Husbandman, Gen.2.15. Amos to be a Pro-: 
bet, Amos 7. 15. Paul to bean Apoſtle, Attsg.. 
But this Method he rarely uſeth in theſe latter - 

I days. - They, that will pretend to an immediate: 
| log, muſt. produce extraordinary Gifts gnd; 
Qualifications,. elſe it is but Conceit and Delufi- 

oh, 2. God calls Men mediately by Inſtruments, 
ch as Parents, Guardians, and in ſome caſes 
Magiſtrates. . By thoſe that have a Right, either 
yy the Law of Nature or Municipal Laws, to 
diſpoſe of others, God doth as really call to this 
or that Imployment, as if he did ir immediaty- 
For tho the Lord God, who hath ſoſe Right and 
Authority oyer . all tus Creatures, doth never 
demiſe his Property to any other, yet he doth de- 
legate Parents, and ſuch Superiors, to aft under 
um, and to diſpoſe thoſe that are under their 
are, according to his Will ; and he ratifies all 
bat they w arly perform in that behalf. 


1} 
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ſhere is beſides, alſo an inward Call of God, 
"MICA 0c in Abilities of Body. and Mind, 
B 2 and 
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4 Ne Trakmay's Cling Ch.k, 


2 afd iochngthns: _ which, more hereafter. | 
, 2. The" ſecond cing in the Deſcr Lion of a 
t Aaticala _ is the Efence- of it, Aekichl Sa 
4 ſettled topomns in ſome, ſpecial, By neſs. For,it 
1 is 66t enough to be Going ſomething ſometimes , 
: w4 idle, but- her heis ſometimes doin 


no Man'is 
: but: 9 Calling: Is ſome Hecht; Buſmeſs, "hich 
F fls-a" Man's time ; ap@ it.is requiſte, \thir it be a 
b. Mants own, his proper Buſine ; for wearead of 
thoſe that bids not work. at all, yet. are called Buſy; 
* boches, '2 Theſf. 3. 11. whom, the Apoſtle notes 
for aoferderly. Evers ; that is; bs were buſy 
Igternicdlers n others o3nG: did not im- 

& in any conſtant Bu els of their 


O04 44S 2» x ata rhe TTY 


vi. _* Andy 1 Fheſſ:. 11. he” exhorts them to. 
h_ #0 be e quiet, "and to do their oh Teſs. For 
T =» the oe ap- 
nd every. Is Pro an Be 
rrp; and let 'hitm be, a F 
EEO 
not- 5 wn eya 

Briefs Iney! rd, ml mind his. oF. 


: 3. The hird'thin is the  Eng,'of a P tic 
Galling'; the hx El Is, 2 R GG No 


Ehat "ith > que ee Fe candegt their opy, 
al 
ho Ko 


Bread; 2 Thep.. 3, 
pleaſantly- to'ari ine Man, 
courſe. * Yea, a Perſon may defier 


ar-Eſtate by his 
ina,” that he-may ! NE 
wherewith' to g Wy 
merb tus Hands whith TY 
baus to- [give fo Ars 

l 007 1 the Comme 


| == 8 1 
\ | 


Oba. gr_ Falk. 


Wii Bt be nl or in the B8dy, 

Ihert Bc moſt Ve ſy) for pA ob: 

exe] f, Cir re) b but *tis 

th regal th the whole. And there &1t is a 

Satihh Sefiſhtiefs to deſign mo bodfes G Godd byt 

| Loki on; 48d'that Wil Spetch Is very un- 
if it ve, Whlerftdod exchiſively, v#Z. 
Far ae 4x No, 4s the Commyn 

J bo thek halt need mi th 

eg t 


Momus? s 9 x, 


7 The th whey of Wh sf Ie be 
AN Wu to the p00 r Per, } ve 11 of 
W i'Cbr. 12; 21. Ment the” Mi F "of 41, 

om, te tho nor e thi in ke Ye. 


$8 the '&hry © For, 4s of * bis, 


vic 


af thro kegh #M ate al hich 3 Jo to im m1 
YEP 


3Rohp. \ I go Cite »HMht Tradeſinati defire. a 

totem ts ate, it is that te iy! live, not. to 
elf; bnt to the Glory of Gb ;, if hes get any 

thins nbre, Ws Aim is tdi Me 

C n Tb as they Wh OEM! 

the hiſt telh tes fors 6f 3" | 

ng trac'd th the Vtthoſt, do erd it nf; Io 

Weantſt Labowrs of a true Chriſtian if e 


themſelves into the Glory of Gol. Ant ſs ch 
for the Deſcription of a Particular Calling. 


k EX of Callings #8 S34er Ned by the 
wr about which they ate conver- 
dt; #. Some ave Ithp) oyed chiefſy about 
;" as "Ras, rs It Arts and 


ib Th 
ntes, and patticolatty_ Divints, Which, | thio 


be Trades, yet are dtways tich 
Ry often pobr _ &, } Okogs 


in. Is true, and 


Callings. -2, Some are imployed-only about, the 


Body ; as Phyſicians, Chirurgions, Apthecqries, and 
all that de 2 on them ; tho theſe oftentimes 


have fair Opportunities, if withal. they have but 


Hearts to ſuggeſt ſaving Counſel to their Patt- 
ents Souls. 3. Some Callings are for Man's Sub- 
ſtewce ;, ſuch is the Fusbandman, and the Tradeſ- 
man: The Hyshandman's Calling indeed con- 
cerns the Being, and the Tradeſman's the Well- 
being of Man's Life. The Subſtance and firſt 
Principles of our Food and Rayment are conveyed 
tous by the Care and Labour of the Husbandman; 


the Tradeſman moulds and fits them for our im- 
' mediate Uſe and Service. 4 Some again are 
npeoged for Man's Delight and Convemence, as 
' Hu 


and divers other Arts, wherein alſo ſeve- 


_ ral Trades have ſome Concern. 5. Some Cal- 


lings there are again, which are converſant about 
the Defence of Mens Bodies and Eſtates ; ſuch as 
Souldiers, and all thoſe Imployments that relate to 
Miuitary Aﬀairs. And laſtly, ſome are imployed 
for the Publick Peace and Safety of Mankind, as 


' Princes and Magiſtrates of all kinds and degrees : 
wiſe Calling. alfo is of God ; for. there is no 


wer but of God, the Powers that þe are or- 


Raitetl of God z, Rom. 13. 1. 


And here let us make a ſtand, and behold, 


. , 1, :I-he Folly of Man in reference to what hath 
"Þeen ſaid : . 1, Of. thoſe that mind neither. their 


: 
: 


Spiritual nor Temper Callings, As for their ge- 


nepal Chriſtian ing, they were born aud bred in 
(O do profeſs it; and if they 


a "received their Birth and Education under 
EE. 


ng 
q 
of 
PF, 
\ 
(# 
{l 
| 
[ 

| 


- 
| 
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gan or Mahumetaniſm, they had yielded up 
ifelves.to. thoſe Religions : For, as they have 


lato .the Foundations and Reaſons 
of Flr ar ity, {o they never ſtudy nor ſet 
themſelves to the Prattice of the great | Duties 


of it.; but their whole buſineſs is to pleaſe their 


Appetite, and, to promote their Intereſt in this 
World, and do wholly neglett the World to 
come ; A lively Faith, ſound Repentance, con- 
ſtant Holineſs, Self-denial, and. undiſſembled 
Love to God and Man, they are Strangers unto 
and ſome of them for Temperance, Juſtice, Pa- 
tience, Friendſhip might go to School to Hea- 
thens ;, and have only to ſupport them a Form of 
Godlineſs, but in the mean while they deny the 
Power thereof. And the. ſame Perſons are e- 
qually mindful of any Temporal Calling ;, that is, 
they no way promote the Good of Mankind ; 
they have Parts, but improve no Science with 
them ; have Strength and Health, but uſe no 
Art or Faculty ; Talents, but hide them in a 
Napkin. O how will theſe give account to the 
Judg of Qnick and Dead? - Do ye think that 
e will never reckon with you, becauſe he de- 
lays his coming ? Or, that he will be pat off with 
the Story of your Extraftion 'or Education ? 
You have Abilities to ridicule Religion, and to 
do Miſchief z you have Strength enough to drink, 
to hunt, to whore; ye are only wiſe to do Evil, 
but to do Good ye have no Knowledg, Wo to you, 
if ye reform not; ye have a long Arrear, and he 
that is gracious, and merciful, and ſow to Anger, 
yet by no means will clear the Guilty * And there- 


fore betbick your ſelves, grant your ſelves but 
Ad opal ÞB Gn : Leiſure 


u_ to. confider whit ye have done w God, 
what for Mankind; and what for your'oy $3 
end epon a feriows RefleAtion you Wl find, that 
ye have been allthis while dk P m2 pleaſant 
fooliſh Dream, and that it + high ri 
to Aftion and hnployment; who knows bK 
that you may receive your Perry, tho you come 
into the Vineyard at the elevemh Hour ? oo 

2- Their Folly is here taxed, that neglect enthey 
of their Callings. Perhaps they are very diligent 
in Reading and Hearing, 1n Prayer and Faſting, 
and do run from one Sermon to another all rhe 
Week ſong ; but do nothing in any Particular 
Calling ; they ferve God, but ſerve wot their Gene- 
yaton or the Will of God, as David did, Atts 13. 
36. and as they ought to db : But thefe People 
live, as if they were all Soul, and no Body ; or as 
if they were born only for themſelves, and for 
no body elfe. And if ſoine of their Anceſtors had 
taken no more care of them, thar they do for Po- 
ſterity, they muſt "have faſted out of neceſſity, 
inftead of faſting ont. of choice. Againſt ſuch as 
theſe, holy Auowftn wrote a whole Book of old 1 
who are but a fort of 'Secular Monks and Nuns, 
ther forget the ofd Canon, 2 Theſſ. 3. 10. That if 
avy ( letthem be who, or what they will ) wil 
61 works, ( being capable of it) they ſhowld not 
ext. On the other herd, there are a far greater 
nember, that are very diligent in their worldly 
Imployments, that rife carly, fit up late, and 
cat the Bread of Care, Labour, and Sorrow, 
bite apparently negteft the Welfare of their 
Souls,- and the Care of the World to come. 


No labouring to get Knowledg, Faith, or Holi- 
NE. | neſs; 


timeto awake 


EE Sos wh, Sno ERS =. T RY 2. - 


? 


of Ref, which ſhould be a Delight, 


» Not _ 
uemthrokt geen ode hops wal 
as if they were all Body, and no Soul ; or, = 
after this ſhorr Life, there were not a far longet 
to come : yea, the very Sabbarh, that Sacred Day 


rs 2 Grief © 


them; and in their Hearts they ery, When wil” 
it he over, that. we tay to our worldly Buſineſs 


again ? yea, in that very Day, tho the Law doth 


bind thetr Hands from Labour, -yet thei Sonls 
me filled with Cares and Comrivatices abont rewty« 


re 


things. 


But why do ye 


ſeparate thofe _=_ 


5, which God hath joined ? what Ble 


on $ 
Hard alſo t you may gals 
enough of both Workds, if you would mind eactt 


upon ani Eſtate wypr: 1$ 
Godlineſs ? or, What will vr pr 
whole World, and loſe your 
work hard, and pray 


nj 


gain*d wichooe 
to gin the 


You might 


n its place : whereas if you nepgleft the mul; 
God may juſtly, as he hath frequently, rent away 
the Earthly, and lock'd up the —_— Richess 


from thoſe who value not 4 p 


rain 


of Grace ubuve 


2 world bf Gold. Truſt him thetefors who ne» 


ver deteivedl you, ſaying, Seek. firſt 


the Kingaom 


[hu and bis Righteouſneſs, and all other rhungs 
br added to 


aka Their Folly 


Therh 


ſing, bh is moſt certain, that all 


Far 6, 
ly is tranife 


ſt, who raþeth rot the 
their Calling, to wit, Altighty God 3 
nothis Advice, that mind hor his Blef- 


perſons ant 


Things 


AIMEE 
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'Things are governed by the Providence of God; 
that Tarn Is —_ ſo great, nor any thing fo 
Fmall, which is not direfted thereby. Now if this 
be. really believed, ſurely it concerns all Men iy 
their weighty Afﬀairs to have recourſe to Him, to 
conſult his Will, and to crave his Bleſling ; elſe 
we neglett him, we make nothing of him ; and 
he may very juſtly neglect us, and be unconcern & 
about our Welfare. Learn of Abrabam”s Servant, 


Gen. 24. when he went about his Maſter's Son”; 


Afair ; how earneſtly he craves the Direction of 
God in that matter, and hoy well he ſped there- 
after. Learn of Facob, Gen, 28. when he ſet forth 
into the World, how he prays and vows, and 
how the Lord bleſt him exceedingly, And that 


 Apoftle who forbids diſtrafting Care in any mat- 


ter, commands, that in every thing, obey a and 
Supplic ation, with Thanksorving, we mak: our Requeſts 


- kyoun wnto God. Phil. 4.6- How dare any then 
 chuſe their Calling without God's good liking, 


or ruſh into it without earneſt Prayer? On the 
other ſide, With what boldneſs and chearfulneſs 
may one eed in his Imployment, when he 
can aver that he was called to it by Gad him- 
ſelf, who will therefore ſtand by him, and carry 
hun through it? Prov. 3. 6. [ all thy Ways ac- 
lowledge him, and he ſhall direft thy Steps. 

\ 4- Their Si» and Folly js noleſs, that miſtake 
the Gndt of their Ca'ling : Aiming therein only at 
their Wealth, Eaſe, and Honour z and not at 
the Glory of God and the Publick Good, 2s well 
35 their own Subfiſtence. The End is that which 
enobles or imbaſes any Aftion. A right Princi- 
ple, Rule and 'End fanCtifies eyery Step and 
| Paſlage 


per _ 


7 C 
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8 Paſſage of a Man's Life , but if any of theſe be 
BE mantiog, the thing is ſpoiled. Grant the Calling 
#0 be never ſo lawful, yet if ye imbark in it with 
3n eye only to Self, ye may get Wealth and Ho- 
gour, but therein- you have your Reward. You 
proceed herein but like prudent Pagans, who may 
as Induſtrious, as Rich, as Juſt as You ; but ye 
do no way ſhew forth the Praiſes of him that hath 
called you out of Darkneſs into bis marvellous Light. 
The Motto of Chriſtians is, Rom. 14. 7, 8. None 

ws liveth to himſelf, and no Man dieth to himſelf ;, 
ut whether we live, we live unto the Lord, &c. He 
that Iiveth only to himſelf, lives like a Beaſt ; 
he that lives to the Publick, lives like a Man; 
but he that lives alſo to the Lord, lives like a 
Chriſtian 3 and that Man ſhall die- to the Frut- 
tion of that Lord, to whom, and for whom he 
hath hved. 
... 2. Behold the W:/dom of God - And that, 

1. In the Variety and Kindsof Callings, ſuited 
to the various Neceſſities of our Human Life. 
Hath Man a Soul ? there's a Calling provided 
and ſanctified for the Inſtruftion and Salvation 
thereof. Hath he a Body ? there's a Calling fit- 
ted for the preſerying and reſtoring the Health 
of that. And then, his Body mujt have Food 
and Rayment; how many Callings are ready to 
prepare theſe? Some for the Head, ſome for the 
Hands, fome for the Feet ; every Member al- 
moſt hath a Calling to attend it; ſome for Ne- 
cellity, ſome for Delight, all for the Comfort 
and Welfare of Mankind. . 

nd, 2. Thelike Wiſdom in qualifying and i= 


elining Ag to one Imployment, and tome to _ 
| ET. 


4 % 
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ther. Otre Mim ſhall have a Fancy to travel, 
Ferch in Materials from abroad 3\dnother Thall d. 
dightt in —_—_— vpat 'Hofiie ; this Man Thill 
have a ſubtile Mead, 'that a -evrictis Flarld, the 
other a brawny Arm + Skill in 'oHe, Btrength in 
enother, Prudence and Care in ©'third, and all for 
the pood of the Whole. Faſt as It is th the + 
ewal Body; the wiſe God tath placed every 
Part and Organ in fts profier Sitwatf0h, and 

poſed them for their feyeral FunAtions, and 
ah is at Eaſe wid Content in ts place ; t&veh 
1o in the Body -Potievoks, the tntinite Wiſdom ahd 


© Goodneſs of God ſhines forth, th diſtributing 


wweEvery Man his Fandtion ; and in Qualifying 
and inclining ſome to one Office, ahd Yorhe to 
andther, for 'the peneral good of all; And hi 
Providence is fgnal, in making Men getierally 
eas'd with their ſeveral Imployments z as it is 
in Habt#ions, he that lives bn the Champian, 
wonders how the Inhabitarit -6f the barren 
Mvantains can fadife it; ant he thit inffhabits 
a Tweet Air, admires how ahy en life comfor- 
tably among, the Ferns; aftid ye I it is, each 
Man is inamionfed of the plate of his own Birth 
ahd Breeding, and ſits arid ſitips tfider his own 
__ Abd " = moſt ig Parts of _ 
» 00 quittly and readfly -perform their 
Offites without Diſcoritent or Eg at the reſt & 
is the Diviye Providetice htH M67 nr 
reffiper'd: the vatibis Miftas 6f Meh,' to chaſe 
al uk, (in this variety of CHllings, whit 5 
moſt acceptable to theriſelves, aid MRat to'the 


whole. And # aby atiorilons and uſeleſs Part 
of the Botly, world be 2ſfhanvd 'Cwere _ 
le 


| FR Te Loa & _ 


| Calling; 
coun | mk Which leads us ta. 
EY $9d.of- Difcourſe: upon this Subject, 
+: the Weeeſſuy of: a Calling. 


———— IR. 1 
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CHAP. IH. 
of the Neceſji of a Particular ( allng. 


=o then, in the ſecond: place, to. ſhews 

Many, and, Woman, that is. capable. 

j (hg have, beſides theix G eneral and "_ 
4. Pere ana T emparal Callin 

ch Uh He every ma" eres 

| e drops.not- immediately: 

3. thet-it.is. unreaſonable tolive-: 


2g, if Idlencfs, were enacted, by Aun- 
Yo it Is thought very many, would pay«their.' 
t- they might works chat: Maw Js: m0) 
oy aragtire. Creature, but. he hath Brains: and 


a . bjch,. were. given. to:no. Man te be 
7.4 


nd-the, very Pagaw willi addict theme 
Qyment.: ax ather, for. their - 
-Qthery, g90d Hence: Pharaob's firſt: 
_ Io Brethren. wasz Hi hat 55 your Met. 
Gen; 47:3, T bis:inftructed ns. 


teach 
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Sperm = 


teach Muſick, and T»bdl-Cain to be an Artificer 
in Braſs and Irony Ger: 4.21. In a word, God's 
giving Men Hands as well as Mouths, tells 
us, that they. who eat, ſhould alfo work. 
And the [nclination and Aptitude to this or that 
Imployment, which the God- of -Natore hath 


put into Men's Minds, if they would obſerve and | 


excite the ſame; is a plain Indication and Proof, 
that every Man ſhould ſettle himſelf to be fome 
way uſeful in the World. 


2. From the Light of Scripture. . And here 
we. have, | | 

(1.) The Ordinance and Inſtitution of God to 
Adam, both before and after the Fall, Before. 
the Fall, when Adam was in the State of 1nno-- 
cexce, yet:the Wiſdom of God: choſe a Calling 
for him; Gen. 2.15. And the Lord God took: the 


| Man, and put bim into the Garden of Eden, to 


dreſs it,nd to keep it. He was God's high Steward 
over all the'Earth, : and might, if any Man, have 
lived at Eaſe, yet was obliged to an Imploy- 
ment. He that was greater, and wiſer, and ho- 
lier-than any of his Otf-fpring, the ſecond Adam 

» muſt-have a Calling.” Let no Man 
therefore plead” his "Birth, Eftate, his Parts or 
Graces; to ny an idle Life. ' After -the Fall ; 
Gen. 3. 19. /n the Sweat of thy Fate ſbalt thon v.at 


thy Bread, till thou return uno the Ground. He 

muſt into the ſame Calling again, tho he found 

more Difficulty in it than he liad before; as a 

broken Tradeſman , that ſets up again with a 

tefs Stock, in worſer Times. And Lovin two. 

Sens, they were each of them fixt in a Calling 3 ; 
| Gen, 
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Ch.2: The'Tradeſman's Calling; 15 
Gen. 4. 2. Abel was a Keeper of Sheep, and Cain 
wasa Tiller of the Ground. Tho they had the 
whole World before them, yet they had no 
Writ of Eaſe from a ſettled Imployment. 

(2.) We have "God's exprefs Command z 
1. 1n the fourth: Commandment, Six days ſhalt thaw 
labour, and do all tby Work; Exod. 20. 9. This 
[ ThyWork] plainly implies, that every Man 
( for” every Commandment 1s given to every 
Man ) ſhould have his proper” Work or Buſ- 
neſs, which ſhonld ordinarily take up his time 
from Sabbath ro Sabbath z which 1s further 
preſt apon all Mankind, from God's owr Exam 
ple, verſ. 11. For in fix Days the Lord made Hea«: 
ven and Earth, which he could have done 'in 
ſix Minutes, but choſe to fill every. Day with 
Work, probably. for our Inſtruftion - and En- 
couragement to the like Diligence. And,. 2. We' 
find Commands to the ſame purpoſe in-the News 
Teſtament, Epheſ. 4. 28. —— Rather let bim labour, 
working with his Hands the thing that is good -- 
that is, following ſome honeſt Calling. Yea, the: 
Apoſtle, '2 Theſſ. 3. 1 2. doth command and exhore: 
by ol 'Lord Feſus Chriſt, thar Men ſhould with 
Lietaeſs ( that is, without diſputing or grudg-: 
Ing) work, and eat their own Bread, Let all idle: 
and uſeleſs Perſons conſider, how they will an-: 
fiver theſe plain InjunCtions at their Peril. - Add: 
tothis.the ſharp Reproofs we find in Scriptare up-" 
an'the NegleCcters hereof. When Hager, Gen? 
16.'8;. had quit her. Imployment, the Anget' 
meets her with, Hagar, Sarah's. Maid, . whenee' 
comeſt thou ? and whither wilt thou go 8- And in the: 
next Verſe, ſends her home to her uncomfortable 
0D V7,*' ( alling 


mg oo 
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Calling agaje. And; the: A 2Theſſ..3..11, 
extisſuth,ax work, nr 4:4, b/ordfrly People, and 
Gich. a onght: rp ba heels adnpnihed ; yeu 
Verſe 6. commantisthemiin:the Name of the Lord 
Tos Ghee, I from, every, ſuch: difor- 
:Renſon-+. Se. that "tas: no« trivial: Fault in 2 
May or Woman tlie without a: Calling, 
NS in: Sernpture tha Example of our 
Spun When: Almighty Gad:has but 
one.Sow- inithe/ \ e:beſtpwad hinvin a Cal- 
| Hog, beaadehim a Rreachen. And: before his en- 
trance upon; his; Miniſterial: Inployment, it. is 
highly, that; he labour*d withchis fon. 
paſted \Jufepb, inithe; Garpentars Trade : 
kar tho in Afat. 13:55 : the: Roople Pd Him. the 
Eaprnerts Sony, yas: in; Meork 61.3% they: plainly 
aqkil,, 1c nes thys:the | Carpenter, this. Sor: of; Mas 
7 2 &c.. And .15roun' Shvieur Glriſt;, in whom 
the Pun. of the Gedbend: dwelt: baduly, — 
team. ordinary: oy. thathe- might- filfal' ll 
vr | howidarn - —_ calpdbe 
Neme difdhior refuſe o:\etcled yr 
ments} \Andhrcfind tha) A _— mover rjany not. 
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3, We have the Light. of Reaſon to ſtrengthen 
this Point, viz. That every Perſon that is capa- 
ble, ought to have, beſides their Chriſtian, ſome 
Particular Temporal Calling. And that, 

1. In point of Fuſtice and Equity. Juſtice (1) to a 
Mar”s Self ; he that is uſeleſs in the World, ſteals 


from himſelf; and hereupon this Duty falls under» 


the Eighth Commandment, which ſaith, Thou ſhalt 
not ſteal, Which condemns all ſuch Omiſſians, as 


curn to the! prejudice of ones ſelf in-his ontward-- 


Eſtate ; and certainly an honeſt Diligence in any 
lawful'CaVing,: with the Bleſſing of God, would 
greatly encreaſe a ſmall Eſtate, and enable a Man 
to live more comfortably himſelf, and more uſe- 
fully to others. 

(2.) Juſtice to a Mars Family requires it : For, 
If any provide not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe 
of bis own Honſe,, be hath denied the Faith, and is 
worſe than -ar Infidel. 1 Tim. 5. 8. Sothat a Per- 
{on withour a Calling, ſo far robs his own Fami- 
ly; for by bis' Care and Pains they might live 
more comfortably, and be diſpoſed more happi- 
ly, And the-idle Parent-is alſo a ready Copy for 
the idle Child to write after.; till at length, By 
much Slethfpineſs the Building decays, \and through 
Idleneſs, of the Hands the Houſe droppeth andy ; 
Eccleſ. 30, 18. And at laſt, Drouſineſs covers thews 


all wth Rags z - Prov. 23.21. Whereas the Indy- 


ſtrious $pinſter. «5, 107, aft aid of the Snow for her 
Houſboly| ;, for all ber Houſhold are clothed with Sgar- 
let.. She: makgth her ſelf Coverings of Tapiſtry, her 
Clothing is Silk and Purple ;, Prov- 31.21. 
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--3.);There is a Fuſtice to the Poor, And neglett 
$251 | C O 
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of a Calling diſableth from that. Hence, Epheſ. y. 
28. Let him labour — that he may have to give to 
hin that needeth., God who hath given to you 
Eyes, and Hands, and Health, and Stock, intend- 
eth and appointeth'you to be helpful to thoſe 
that have ino Eyes,” no'Strength, mo 'Health, or 
Ability to work atall. And no Man ſhould mur- 
mur at this; ſeeing it was one'of our Saviour's 
Proverbs, recorded, At. 20.35.-1t-5 4 more bleſſed 
thing' to give,  thanito Tecerve. - 
&) There is Fuſtice and Equity in it.in reſpet 
of 'the-Publick ;, it is good for the Common-wealth, 
And&as every Member of the Body.is uſcful to the 
whole; :{o ſhould -every Perſon, whois ( as be- 
fore ) [a Member of the Body Politick,'be ſervice- 
able to the common Good. Noe -Man ſhould 
ftand :hke a Cypher--in his Generation z- but 
thould-fo imploy-himfelf, that there -may be a 
want of him inthe World. How-many- Trades 
have been-atwork to: furniſh'thee- out in Meat, 
Drink, and''Cloaths every: day ? and how un- 
reaſonable istt,- that 'thou ſhouldſt make 'no Re- 
- turnsto them-again ? That many: Rivers ſhould 
daily empty themſelves [upon you, 'and'that you 
ſhould be like adead'Sea without any vent or uſe 
to them again * Hence the Apoſtle pivesthis-Or- 
. der: T..3.14. Andiet-onrs alſo learn to maintain 


. good Works -[ or, as the | Margin, -p#ofeſs - honeſt 
Tades.  Wifrus 


not the Protettion, that adds not-tothe Welfare of | 


the Publick. | 
. 2. The other Reaſon for every ones- engage” 
; ment 
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ment in a Calng is in reſpedt of Safety, and tht, 
" (1.) From Sr. For he that is fully Imployed, 
hath not that leiſure to ſin that others have. Nor 
vacat hinders more than non /icet. I have no leiſure, 
reftrains more than 1 have no leave. Satan with 
his Temptations hath a fair Mark at a Man that 
+ mimployed ; as a Fowler hath at the Fowl that 
js ſitting ſtill : whereas the buſy Man, as the Fowl 
pon the Wing, eſcapes many a Snare. 1 Tim. 
$. 13. Andnot only idle, but T atlers alſo, and Buſy- 
dies. Its a rare thing to be meerly idle and no. 
worſe : an idle Head hath ufually a buſy Tongue ; 
and he that doth not what he ought, will com- 
monly be ſpeaking what he ought not. Hence 
S. Augnſtir*s Wiſh upon thoſe words in Timothy, 
Would to God, that they who hold ſtill their 
Hands, wovld hold their Tongues alſo! And 
ſpends-a whole Book to ſhew the Sin and Miſchief 
of an Idle Life. 
(2. There js Safety from Danger * For as he 
that is without a Calling, is fiable to Satan's Tem- 
Fation, ſo alſo is he from under God's Protettion. 
His Angels have a Charge to keep us, but it is 
Only #2 choſe ways which the Lord appoints to us. 
P[4.91. 11. Every thing is fafeſt in its place, 
If a Crofs do befall a Man in his Pface and Calling, 
he hath . Comfort in it ; whereas thoſe Difaſters 
which meet with a Perſon that is not imployed, 
or ill imployed; have a double weight. Famous 
Is that Inſtance of Forah ; he had a noble Calling 
$ fendred him, but he had no Mind on't, and a- 
Way he flees : but a dreadful Tempeſt meets him, 
the Ship could not bear ſuch a ſinful Weight, and 
you know that never Man had ſuch a fair _ 
he C 2 


ti 
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as he had. Whereas Elijah and other Prophets 
were wonderfully ſaved from Dangers 2 their 
Calling , but no bedy is ſafe our of theirs. If a, 
Satan find a Mzn on his Ground, without God)'; 
great Mercy, he will do him a Miſchief. And C 
this you ſee is evident from the Leght of Nature, la 
of Scripenre , and of Reaſon , that every Man I il 
ſhould imploy himſelf in a Call:ng. 

' I can imagine but Two Objetons againſt this 
Aſſertion. The firſt is, [ have no need of a Calling, 

I can live without it. 

Anſw. 1. Tho you have no Outward Necelſlity | 
to inforce you to take upa Calling, yet it may be | 
neceſſary for you, in reſpeCt of your Soul, to pre- 
vent the Corruptions that are apt to brecd there. 

T he ſtanding Pool is prone to Putrefaction ; and } 
it were better to beat down the Body, and to keep it 
in ſubjettion by a laborious Calling, than through | 
Luxury to bzcome a C aſt-away. 

2. Tho you have no need of a Calling in reſp=t 
of your ſelves, yet it may be uſeful to others. If 
you have no Kindred that need your help, yet the 
Poor you have always with you : and you heard 
even now the Apoſtle appointing Men to work, 
that they might have to ſupply thoſe that need. 

3. Tho you have no need of a Calling, yet 
there is a neceſſity upon you by reaſon of Ged's 
Command btfore mention'd, that God who beſt 
knows what is fit and needful for all his Cres- 
tures. The Apoſtle Paul had no need to preach, Þ 
n point of Livelihocd ; yet upon this very ac- | 
COUnt he ſays, A Neceſſity is laid apon me, yea, m0 : 
unto me, if I preach not! the G oſpel. So, tho you 

have no nced of the World, yet the World hath 
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need of you ; and therefore, why ſtand ye' all the 
day idle ? go ye alſo imo the Vineyard. 

The other Objelt:on is, I have no Ability, ot 
Capacity for a Calling. One is ſickly, another 
lame, another old, another blind, and what can 
ſuch as theſe do with a Calling ? 

Anſw. 1. If by any of theſe Infirmities, you 


$ are wholly diſabled, then God himſelt- releafes 


you 3 and you have time to bewail your Neglects 
and Loſs of Opportunities heretofore ; and a fit 


$4 occaſion to exerciſe both your Truſt in the Pro- 
vidence of God , and your Patience under his 


heavy Hand. Time was, you could have done 
ſomething if you would, and now you would be 
doing if you could. 

2. You ſhould bewail your preſent Unuſefulneſs 
as a ſore Affliction, and alſo the Sins that have 
brought it upon you 3-and endeavour to imploy 
your {elves ſome way, as far as poſſibly you can. 
None, except ſuch as are under acute Sickneſs or 
Pain, but might be doing ſomething for their 
own or cthers Gocd : and a willing Mind would 
break through ſmall, yea, great Difficulties, rather 
than ſit and ſignify nothing in the World. And 
ſo much for the Proof of this Propoſition abcut 
the Neceſſity of a Calling, which may be im- 
proved, 

1. By way of Conviftion and Reproof of three 
ſorts of guilty Perſons : 

(1.) Of the Begging Friars, and ſuch Monks 
3 live only to themſelves, and to their formal 
Devotion ;, but do imploy themſelves in no one 
thing to further theirown Subſiſtence, or the Good 
of Mankind, Some ſuch ſprang up of old,who wy 

C 3 


de 


bs fe IT 
- Cle br wo th. ws aw cc ew. + A. aaa 5 


= IE = obHeoIrnr ono 8s 9 rouoceentied oa. 


22 The Tradeſmar's Calling. Ch. 


to plead the Sixth of Marthew againft all worldly 
Care and Labour ; and who interpreted that of 
the Apoſtle, 2 Thefſ: 3. 10. 1f any Man will no; 
work., neither let him eat, of ſpiritual Work and 
Labour : Which the Learned Angyftin largely 
confutes by the Context. But what would he 
have ſaid, if he had 1iv*d to ſee ſuch ſwarms of 


Drones, dividing their time between a dull Chap- Þ 


pel and a warm Refeftory, covering a Life of Senſe | 
with a Vizor of Religion ? At the firſt, theſe 


People both pray*d hard, and labour'd hard, | 


and not only maintain*d themſelves, but help'd | 


the Poor ; but they are ſince degenerated into a 
publick Grievance. And yet they have the 
Confidence to boaſt of this their Courſe as a Srate 


of Perfethion, which in very deed, as to the | 
Worthineſs of it, falls ſhort of the pooreſt | 
Cobler, for his is a Calling of God, and their's | 


1s none. | 


(2.) This meets with Jdle Beggars : A ſort of | 
People that live without Law, and without Goſpel; | 
that are neither uſeful to the Publick Good, |} 
nor careful of their own ; but be like Wens up- | 


on the Body Politick,and Sinks of all Uncleannels. 
Happy for them, if fewer People ſpent their 
fooliſh Pity upon their Bodies, and if more 
ſhew'd ſome wiſe Compaſſion upon their Souls. 
if they be any ways able, doubtleſs they ſhould 
pe imploy*d; if they be altogether impotent, 


certainly they ſhould be pitied'and maintain'd : # 
but in the mean time they are wholly neglected | 


by the Church, and the excellent Laws in force 


or their reclaiming, are zenerally di the 
any oh apa 41k 
I (3-) This 
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{ come ;, Lickg 19.13. Your Strength is a Talent, 
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(3.) This reaches all lazy Chriſtians, of what 
Rank and: Quality ſoever : - That live like the 
Leviathan in the Sea, as if made only to play 
therein : what. Account can you. give at Night to 
your own Conſciences ? What Account can you 


give ar laſt unto the great God ? He that hath 
alſo ſaid, Occupy till [ 


, EZ your Parts are Talents, and ſo is your Time : 


How is it that ye ſtand all the day idle ? Why 


| & you like thoſe vain Athenians, who ſpent therr 


time i nothing elſe, but either to tell or hear ſome 
new thing ? Acts 17. 21. What is Mankind the 
better for you ? What Gap do you ſtop ? Or, 
what miſs will there be of you from off the Earth ? 
You are like Miniſters ſire Tirlo, like wandring 
Stars that move in no proper Orb, to whom 
is reſerved ( if ye reform not ) the Blackneſs of 
Darkneſs for ever. Objett. Yea, but we do ſome 
good, this way and that. _Anſw. Ay, but are you 
in a Calling ? hath God called you to this lazy * 
Life that you live? Nothing will paſs in any 
Man*s Accounts, except it be done in the way of 
his Calling, Obje#. The truth is, I cannot work, 
as that ſorry Steward ſaid, Luke 16. 3. 1 canes 
dig, to beg 1 am aſhamed. Anſw. | take not upon 
me to be Judg of Men's Capacities or Abilities ; 
but are you fit for nothing? have ye neither 
Nerves nor Brains? God is too wiſe and good 
to make any Man wholly unprofitable. Do not. 
you render your ſelyes uſeleſs, leſt ye be dealt 
with like unſavonry Salt, which being gocd for 
nothing, # caſt out and trodden under Foot of Men, 


ObjeF, | cannot. attain Yr, Callipg, I would be in 
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an Inployment, bet cannot meet with any, 
Anſw. 1. See that this Diſappointment be not a 
juſt Judgment of God upon you for your Negli- 
ence heretofore. Perhaps you have been un- 
Faithful, or unthankful in your former Station ; 
and therefore God now juſtly keeps you out of 
his Service, and you are to be readmitted only up- 
on your ſound Repentance. 2. See that Pride or 
Sloth be not mow the. true Hinderance : Your 
Purſe is too low for an high Imployment, and 
your Spirit too high for a low one. Or, it may 
be, you would have a Livelihood without any La- | 
bour ; you would injoy Plenty, but would take | 
no Pains : whereas you ſhould reſign your ſelves 
to God*s Diſpoſal, and be contented to be an Hand, 
yea, a Finger, yea, a Toe in the Body, rather than i w 
to bz an Excreſcence and no uſ:ful Part of it. If FF n 
they who make theſe Excuſes, did want Bread, | n 
and Friend; to ſapply them, -they would ſoon i £ 
throw away th:ſe Crutches, theſe lame Excuſes, IR 1 
and fall to work. \ 
2. By way of Counſel and Exhort ation : : 
(1.) To Parents. Educate your Children for I t 
Callings, diſpoſe them into ſome honeſt Calling. Wl 1 
Iſaac was a great Man, yet- he diſpoſed his Sons, It 
Facob and Eſau, into ſeveral Callings. Our Kings 
th:mſelves diſdain not to be liſtcd in ſome of the 
Trading Companies of the Great City, So was 
King Fames of - the / Cloth-workers, King Charles 1. 
of the /erchanr-Taylors, and King Charles I1. of 
the Grocer®; Company. The Turkiſh Emperor 
hath' ever ſome manual Occupation, wherein he 
wnploys himſelf. Why then ſhould any. of you 
neglett, or ſcorn to ſettle your Children in ſome 


fix'd 


Ch.2. The Tradeſman's Calling. 25 
fx'd Imployment ? Otherwiſe the Eſtates you 
tkave them, will prove Fewel only that will feed 
their Luſt, and at laſt conſume them. And you 
of the poorer ſort, who plead your Poverty in bar 
to this Command ,, do your Children an irre- 
parable Injury, you betray your Truſt, and impl;- 
citly dire&t them the way to the Gallows 5 wherc- 
2 by placing them in ſome honeſt Calling, they. 
might come, as many have done, to be excellent 
Inſtruments in the Church or State, and great 
Comforts to all their Friends. 

S (2.) To Children and Youths, Get into Cal- 

# lings, as you tender your own Happinef> here and 
hereafter. Rouſe up vour ſlothful Spirits ; imagine 
not that ſuch noble. Souls were given you for ſuch 

g worthleſs Lives ; mind your Books, and then you 
g will be fit for ſomething. Importune your Pa- 
# rents to put you intoa Way ; conſume not your 
2 greener Years in Sports and Trittes. Idlencls 1s 
{weer, but the Bread of Idleneſs hath no Taſte : 
Your Time waſts, and Opportuitics are loſing 
all this while. Others will ſtep befor2 you 1:to 
thoſe Profeſſions which would inrich and adorn 
you. [In your Races, he that ſtays a little behind, 
will hardly recover his loſt Ground : Every thing, 
65 reſtleſ; till it be in its place. He that 15 out of 
a Calling, is ont of place. Therefore up and be 
doing, and the Lord be with you : Yet make not 
more haſte than good ſpecd ; for tho you ſhould 
be reſolute to have a Calling, yet you ſhould take 
good Advice about the Choice of your Calling, 
which leads into the third thing to be handled, 
which is about the Choice of a Calling. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL. 
Of the ( boice of a (alling. 


HE third thing then to be handled, is about 
the Choice of a Calling , which-commonly 


b:longs to Parents or Guardiar's, not excluding | 


the Inclination of the Party to be diſpos'd, who 
muſt ſpend his Life in it. 
And here both muſt agree to chulc ; 


Firſt ;, A Calling that is lawful : For God calls # 
ns to no other, neither can we expect his Bleſſing | 
in any other : Nay, every Minute we ſpend in | 
any other, we' offend and proyoke God ; and 


whatever Riches or Honour we purchaſe thercin, 
comes with his Anger and Curſe; which very 
often clcaves to Pofterity that do inherit them, 
How then may we know a lawful Calling ? 

A lawful Calling 1s that nhich ſome way tends 10 
the Glory of God, and conſequently doth ſome may 
fierther the true Happineſs of Mankind, either Tem- 
poral, Spiritual, or Eternal, If the Calling do thus 
rend to the good of Mankind, - it undoubtedly 
pleaſcth and: glorificth God : Demonſtrate there- 
fore the latter, and then you conclude the former. 


For our infmitzly good God hath inftituted no Cal- | 


Img, but what is for his Creatures good, ' From 
the Chief Good nothing but Good'-can come, 
Fax ſooner may the Sun dart down Clouds and 
Darknel 


# 
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Darkneſs, than the Holy God appoint, or call 
any Man to a miſchievous Imployment. Not that 
evety- Calling promotes the —_ of every - 
Individual ;, but it muſt be either for the particular 
or general Good. And ſo the very publick Exe- 
exrioner, that takes away Mens Lives, yet is a 
Calling for the Publick-Good. Yea, it muſt tend 
tothe real Happineſs of Mankind ; and this re- 
ſpects both Soul and Body, and compreherds both 
the Life that now 1s, and that which is to come. 
| Sothat any Calling that doth really miniſter to 
the Health of the Body, to Man's comfortable 
Subfiitence, to his lawful Pleaſure and Delight, 
2 to his Honour and Reputation, to his Defence 
3 and Safety, is a lawful Calling. Again , any 
2 Calling that ſerves for the inlightning of Man's 
& Mind, for the refreſhing of his Spirits, for the 
s reſtormg the Decays of his Faculties, for the 
increaſe of Knowledg in the Word or Works of 
God, isa lawful Calling. And then, doubtleſs, 
that Calling which directly tends to reconcile 
Man to God, to reſtore the Image of God in 
him, to direct a Man how to conquer his Luſts 
and Paſſions, to guide his Life in true Piety and 
Vertue ; and laſtly, how to attain eternal Feli- 
city, is a lawful and noble Calling. All and 
every. of theſe Callings are juſtified by that of 
the Apoſtle, Tit. 3. 14. Ard let ours alſo learn to 
maintain good Works for neceſſary uſes, that they 
may nt be unfruitful. 
And 0n the other ſide, we may hereby diſcern 
which are unlawful C allings. 
* Namely, 1. Such as direftly tend to God's 


Diſhonour ;, as the Craft of Demerrine, that bar” 
" " ; ov . F-:.2a3 cd 


*\ 


23 The Tradeſman's Calling. Ch, 


fſted in making Silver Shrines for an 7aol, Att 
19. 24. And thoſe curious or magical Arts men- 
tioned Yerſ. 19. of that Chapter. I ſay, which 
have this explicite and plam Tendency ; for 
otherwiſe a Man may be innocently imployed in 
thoſe things, which others may wickedly abuſe ; 
as may be inſtanced in moſt Callings in the 
World. 


So, 2. Such Callings as direttly tend to the 


burt of Man, either in Body, Soul, Eſtate, or any 
way elſe; theſe are unlawful Callings, and were 
never appointed by God, who is Holineſs and 
Goodneſs it ſelf. Such are all Knights of the Poſh 
Bawds, Cheats, Ballad-makers, meer Gameſters, and 
in the Judgment of the Ancient Church, Stage- 
players. Theſe, and ſuch like, are not lawful for 
a Chriſtian, who hath renounc'd the World, the 
Fleih, and the Devil, and 1s devoted to the 
Service of an holy God. . And they that are 
fondeſt of them, and gain moſt by them, will 
 Teapno Fruit in the Iſſue fromthem, but Shame, 
it they repent ; and Death, if they do not. 

Let every one therefore conſider well, Is this 
Calling which 1 am chooſing lawful in it ſelf ? 
Is the Implovment ſuch as to be made a Calling 
of ? will it bring Glory to God ? will it not only 
be beneficial to my ſelf, but uſeful to the 
Common-wealth ? Will it conſiſt with the Wel- 
fare of my Soul ? with the indiſpenſable Service, 
which I owe to my. Maker ? Will it neceſſitate me 
to omit the Worthip- of God, and to live as if 
all days were alike ? Nay, if it may not ſome way 
promote tiie Glory of God, and others Good as 
welt 3s my own, it is not a lawful Calling, 

Secondly /, 
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Secondly ; You are to chuſe a Calling that 1s 
Fit: As the Apoſtle in another caſe concludes, 
All things are lawful for me, but all things are not 
expedient : So here, every lawful Calling Is not 
fit for every Man. And it is evident, that Raſh- 
neſs and negleft of due Care in this matter, 

yes the Ruin of many a tender Plant, and 
alſo a publick Miſchief. For hence it comes tO 
paſs, that ſome Youths have Capacities above their 
mean Callings, and ſo are not content in them, 
are ready to ſcorn them, and invade others that 
are above them. And others have Callings above 
their” Capacities, wherein they do but bungle 
for a time, and then are diſcouraged ; and if 
they obtain any Office in Church or State, prove 
Burdens and .Miſchiefs to the Publick. The 
Country-man might learn this in his own Farm : 
every Ground will not bear every Grain, and 
therefore he doth wiſely diſpoſe of each Grain 
 flatably to his Ground, leſt he reap nothing but 
Sorrow for his Harveſt. And ſhould not Pa- 
rents take more care of their dear Children, 
who are not commirted ro a Calling for a Year, 
but for term of Life ? To find our a fit ' Calling 
then, you muſt conſult ; 

Il. A Perſon's Edxcatiov. A genteel or liberal 
Education directs to ſuch a kind of Calling, x 
other Requiſites do concur : and a plain rultick 
lmployment may well fit: ſuch an Education. It 
1s manifeſt, how difficultly a Perſon that hath been 
brought 'up in» Learning and other Accompliſh- 
ments, can ſtoop to ſervile and low Imployments : 
a great deal of Wiſdom and Humility will be mm 
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to make that Man eaſy in his Calling. That oP 
the Apoſtle is a Myſtery, Let the Rich. rejoyce tha then 
be is made low ;, Jam. 1. 10. Tho it be eaſier to of. c 
deſcend:than to aſcend in local Motion ; yeton byb 
the contrary, it is. an harder Leſſon to deſcent 
lower, than to pet up higher in Worldly Eſtime Wi 
tion or Imployment: And then, he that hat | 
been tenderly educatcd, ſhould not be fettled ur- Pu! 
der too much Severity ; leſt ſuch new Wine being i 
put into old Bottles, both bs ſpilt and loſt. Bu -e 


you ſhould chuſe ſuch a Calling as will bez 
ſome Proportion and Sutableneſs to your Ed 
Cation. 
2. You muſt conſider their Abilzties ; and that} 
both of , 4nd and Body. 
(3.,) For the Mind. Never thraſt one of a dull ! 
Capacity,brittle Memory,ſhallow Judgment,or un- F 
overnable Paſſions into .an ingenious, eſpecially I ** 
a religiousProfeſſion ;for as ſuch will diſgrace Ml 7 
the Imployment, fo they will difgrace and expoſe F 
themfelves. They will be but bke the 4+ in the 
Fable, the more derided for her coſtly Trappings. | © 
You may. objet}, that forme of mean Abilities have Il . 
proved.very uſeful in Church and *State. But = Il * 
that ldom falls out, fo the Wiſdom and Good- 
| 


neſs of God will not juſtify Men's Folly in ſuch 
prepoſterous Diſpoſals: \For. God may do what 
be will, bnt we muſt do what we ought 5 and that 
is, to fit-the Means tothe End, and for an inpe- 
nious Calling, chuſe ont an ingenious Perſon. 
And fo anthe other ſide; it is great Pity to cramp 
one of great Parts into a fordid Imployment-: 
it 28 hike thruſting one to the Oars; that might 


pregnant 
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ognant-and excellent Parts, dothtacitly appoint 
them to Profeſſions ſutable thereunto; his way 
of. calling Men (ow) is not by audible Words, but 
beſtowing red} Gifts. 
(2.) For the Body - 'A robuſt and healthy Con- 
ſtitution, where Gifts of the Mind aremore:fpa- 
rig, is/fitteſt for a 'Jaborious Calling ; as a heavy 
Burden fits beſt on Strong Shoutders: whereas 
thoſe of weaker: 'Complexions, : muſt be fitted 
with morecaſy Imployments. As-weece the wiſe 
God doth '-ufually call forth his ſtrongeſt and 
hardieſt Servants to the moſt difficult Services and- 
Sufterings ; and on the other ſide, be gently leads 
if thoſe that are with young. And his Providence 
hath-ſo orderedit, 'that there is as great a' V 
J of Callings, - there are of .Ds/poſetions, that _ 
ry -one -Might thave an .Imployment A 
ſutable for him. Parents "etefors Ss feb 
maſters'ſhould conſult togethcr, who joyntly may 
fully diſcover the Abilities - of :fuch-as are tobe 
diſpoſed, that they may not-be ingaged \in Mat- 
ters either too high or too low!for them. BS; 
.:3. You muft conſult their /nclinations ; which 
ifthey be vehement, and eſpecially /well-grounded, 
are a great Indication, (if other Requilites do 
concur ) to the Diſpoſers -of Youth, cof / their 
htneſs for an Imployment. For ſometimes the 
Conftitution. doth ſtrongly biaſs Perſons to: this or 
that ſort of Buſineſs, and accordingly.doth great- 
ly diſpoſe them thereunto. So that one that is 
unwillingly fix'd in -a Calling, ſeldom thrives 
well in it ;- whether it be from that natural'Ab- 
horrence of any Force offered to the Will; or 
$ that-the-lnclination-doth alfo facilitate and ow 
* y 
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ly aſliſt in any matter. And therefore it cor” 
cerns Parents to taſte the Option of their Chil. 


dren; and if they find it is not rational or fir, 


- thento uſe all due means to conduct and regulate 
their Defiresto that which isexpediznt. For as in 
the.caſe of Marriage, tho no diſcreet Parent will 
impoſe a Yoke-fellow upon their Child ; yer they 
may muſter up all the fit Arguments they can, to 
induce them to! a good Choice : So here 15 room 
for the Parent's Reaſons, as well as for the Child' 
Inclination 3 and every dutiful Child will give 
a great Deference to the Judgment of a wiſe and 
loving Parent. . 


But now if theſe three Ingredients of Fitneſs 
do not concur,. or if they claſh one with another, 
how ſhall a right Choice be made ? For Example, 
if a Perſon hath had an Education for a ncblcr 
Calling, but neither his Abthties nor Inclination 
are agreeable: thereto ; Or, if his Inclination to 
a.Calling be ſtrong, ard his Abilities weak : Or, 
if his Parts be. ſufhcieat, and yet he hath 
no Diſpoſition to it. In all theſe Caſes, every 
Man ſhould ſtudy to find out God's Will, where 
his Call:lies; and/he ought to conform himſclf 
thereunto without any heſitation or :diſputing, 
Now Abies are the moſt ſignal Teſtimony of 
God's Will in. thiz Caſe, A may-have been 
unhappy1in his Education, a Man may bz humour- 
ſom 1a his Inclinations ;-but a: Man's preſent Parts 
or Gifts do moſt unqueſtionably determine what 
he is fit for : But here, All Perſons, eſpecially 
Young Perſons, are nct competent Judges cf their 
own Abilitizs; and therefore it is their Go 

an 
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and their Duty to be concluded by the Advice of 
their Faithful Friends and Relations, who moſt 
commonly are the fitteſt Judges, in what Caſes 
Education, Abilities, and Inclinations ſhall, when 
they concur not, give place to one another. And 
kt theſe ever conſult with the W:/eft of the Cal- 
ling which they are about, who can beſt acquaint 
them with the Fitneſs of it : And above all Ad- 
dreſs muſt be made unto God by earneſt Prayer, 
to direft and incline to what is beſt. For if 
God ſhould chuſe our Inheritance for us, Pſal. 47.4. 
Then ſurely it's beſt that he chuſe our Calling for © 
us; and doubtleſs the great matter to be inquired 
into and regarded in this Aﬀair, is, to know in 
what Imployment God would have us to be ; for 
there we ſhall be ſure to have his Bleſſing which 
Is all in all. 

Finally, it were alſo adviſable, that you chuſe 

a Calling,” that is ſafe, uſeful, and attainable by 
means : Safe, that is chiefly in re- 
ſpeft of the Soul ; for ſome Callings there be, 
are ſuſhciently - gainful, and perhaps in 
themſelyes ſimply lawful ( ſach as the Rerailers 
of Wine and Ale, &c.) which! yer are attended 
with ſuch Temptations as are not caſily avoided. 
His Grace muſt be ſtrong that lives innocently in 
them. What wiſe Parent will place his Child in 
the brink of a Precipice ? 

And then »ſefw : For every one ſhould de- 
lire to be as uſeful to the World as he can : Now 
ſome Callings there be, wherein a Man may get 
Riches abundantly for himſelf; bur, in the way 
of his Calling at leaſt, he doth little good ro 


Men*s Souls or Bodies. It is very deſirable to a 
| | D good 
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| Man to do as mach Good as he can ; andy 
kind of Penance, to ſped the Subſtahce'of his Life 
in an Imployment about Trifles ; but this, if the 
Heart and Ends be holy, may be la\wfal enough, 
tho. not ſo expedient, or not fo: comfortable. 
Unfafe Callings may be needful; and ſome ef 
nſeful Profeſhons may be lawfol, and therefore 
(herein) I would not impoſe upon the Conſci- 
ence, but only dire to the beft. 
| And then, laſtly, attamable, that is, by juſt and 
honeſt'means. For if it be never ſo lawful and 
fit in itſelf, yet if it be'out of yout reach, or if 
it be in others Diſpoſal, it were Folly in you to 
chuſe it. For Example, it: were A . ridiculons 
thing fora poor Coumry-Lad to chufe the Calling 
of a Twrke-Merchant, which ts out of his reach, 
or of a Judg, which is in the King*s Diſpoſal. 
But whofo is about to chaſe a Calling, let him 
{it down firſt, and connt the Coſt, let him conſi- 
der, whether he have 'Means rtionable to 
the End ; whether with God's ordinary Bleſſing, 
he be able to deal with it ; whether his Head be 
ſtrong enough .to overcome the things to be 
karn'd, and his Heart ſtrong enoughto under- 
go the things to be born, for the attaining of it; 
leſt haply after he hath laid the Foundation, and i 
not able to fon it,all char behold it begin ro mock, him, 
ſaying, Thi 
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© And from.this Head about the. Choice of @ Cal- 
a, I infer Fg, Necellity of. Deliberation, in or- 

fach Z ton. God hath given to Man 
on. for this uſe ; that he ſhould firſt conſider, 
en. chu/e,. ther pu in Execution, and it is a 
| 1d rutiſh thing to fix, or fall upon 
any, v Bulineſs, fuch as a Calling or Con- 
dition of Life, without a careful pondering it 
Fi the Ballance of ſound Reafon. It is enough 

a Bowl to.go according to its Biaſs, or for a 
Beaſt to follow its, Fancy and: Appetite 3-and yet | 
many chuſe no, better a Gnide to thertſelves in 
matter. . They fancy ſuch a Courſe of Life, 
but can glve no ſolid Reafon why or wherefore,' 
and it thrives accordingly with them. They 
promiſe themfelves Eaſe and Honour by the 
| Miſtry, and meeting with neither, are ſick of 
ni it. - They fancy wonderful Gain, or Delight in 
- Bf other Callings, and being diſappointed, are 
0 weary of - them; and this befals them for 
1» WW want of Deliberation. Te 
©, You ſhould therefore conſult ( as is ſaid ) 
; grave and wiſe Men, Men of Experience and 

Fidelity, and ſteer your Courfe by their Advice 3 
Judgment and not Fancy determine your Re- 


" I folutions. $o,you will bid faireſt for good Succeſs 
' I therein ; or, if 'the Event anſwer not your Ex- 
"  petations, you will haye this ſolid Comfort, that 
- Fa were nor. ruined by your own Raſhneſs. Con- 
der therefore, ls it lawful to follow ſuch a Cal- 
ling ? am I qualified for it ? have I Wit,Strength, 
Patience ;; yea, and Stock to manage it ? For, as - 
goed Dr. Harris wiſely told his Children, Ar 
Cobler is better than a poor Merchant. Herein let 

D 2 your 
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your Parents, Guardians, and Teachers aſliſt you 
with their Judgments ; for every purpoſe is eſt abliſh- 
ed by Counſel, and in the multitude of Counſellors i; 
Wiſdom ;, Prov. 20. 18. It?; better to loſe two or 
three Months of your Time in conſidering, than 
twe or three Years afterwards in repenting 


when it is too late. Your Friends that were alive 


to adviſe you before, may be dead when they 
fhould aſſiſt you after you have miſcarried ; and 
thoſe that would pity a Mar of Condutt in his 
Diſtreſs, will neglect a Mar of Humour. 

But generally this Care lies on Parents, who 
are ſolicitons enough in this Afﬀair z unleſs they 
be ſurpriz'd and deceiv*d by the Flatteries or 
Folly of ſome unfaithful Friends, that abuſe their 
Ignorance and Credulity, and ſo will rather 

erve the Neceſlity of a Correſpondent or Culto- 
mer, than ſtudy the Welfare of the Perſon to 
be diſpoſed. In all ſuch Caſes, it is better to 
have no Friend than a falſe Friend. And there- 
fore above all, and before all, and after all, crave 
the DireCtion of the only wiſe God, who hath pro- 
miſed to be found of them that ſincerely ſeek 
tum , and who will by one means or other, ſome- 
times by Perſons and Means unknown to you and 
unthought of, guide you into the Way which he 
ſhall chuſe, and then hoiſt up your Sails and 
lanch forth into your Buſineſs chearfully. And 
this may ſuffice concerning the Choice of a Calling, 


which' is the third thi WT. 
Subjeft, 4 thing to be handled in this 
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CHAP. IV. 


(oncerning the right Entrance into a 
Calling. 


\———C 
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Come now, in the fourth place, to ſpeak of 
'the right Entrance into a Calling, when you 
have made a difcreet CO dx - - _—_ 
a1 ing 1s the Buſineſs done ; an 
ke oh his way at ſetting out, ſtrays ſtill 
further to the end of his Journey. We may juſt- 
ly impute. the Miſcarriage of thouſands to their 
raſh Atheiſtical Entrance into their Callings. 
How many go to" the Univerſities, and to Trades 
vithout any Sſe of Religion, of their Duty, 
of their ers, and the Teinptations that are 
before them ? And being thus unarn'd, are ſoon 
mPizd with Temptations, and blown up to 
Grief of their Friends, and their own Ruine. 
it's true, the moſt hopeful beginning may end 


adly, but what End then may we expect from 


a careleſs Entrance ? 
'Let all Perſons then at their firſt ſtarting out, 
be _- f 


, 
Fiſt; To have right Ends: for the End ( as | 
ud before ) either enobles or debaſes the Acti- 

0, Tho g good End will not juſtify a bad Acti- 
In, yet it will ſan&ify a good one : And on the 
otrary, a baſe, a worldly, a wicked End will 

D 3 vilify 
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vilify the holieſt Adtion i in the World. Now the 
Ends you ſhould aim at in eyery Particular Ca. 
ling are, as you heard in the Deſcription theſe 
three. 

Firſt, and chiefly! the Glory of God. Reckon 
upon this, that you were made, redeem'd, called, 
2nd kept meerly.t6, the end, that you might glo- 
rify your Maker. Now as every Pin and Nall in 
the Building, how obſcure ſoever, concurs to the 
Beauty and Strength of the Work, and conſe- 


vently-to the, Credit of the Workman ; e 
FD eve x Cal, ow mean ſoeyer 1t is, coor 
butes © the ogour of the great, Houſholdgr, 


the Maker of I arth, ; Keep thery- 
fore TOTh ya es, thy ; and then, 
ho 5 be dif: &d 112 your inferioup 
oY F lendors,'yet. you will a 
rajn. SAL noble End, which is belFol 

gh Sp oubed qqraprebenſive Rule 
j ar IH. 31. Whether ' Je eat won or whatſy; 
ever you do, def & the yr Conglp 


thin 'with "thy lince Lord.'mads ab 

Thongs for eh make oe 1 it my De 
op and We ' It my Honour, to- glori 

God in tha hat courſe of Life I anentrisg 

_— And aflure. your ſelves,. that more 

ſincerely ſolicitous you are for his Glory, thy 


more careful and ; Provident he wall be for your 


Af This ing is una ns for hoes from 
Fs Peoples 4oghts 3 their 'DArrow rin 
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miod it pbt- + Fheir Eye is fixt upon a Liveli- 
hood for themſelves, let the Publick” fink or 
ſwiny: + Bat this Temper refults from the 
vation of i aur: Nature, and the very Heathens 
| Ive. \deternum*d. that the Common ſhould ab- 

vajs be prefer* to. ones Private Good. And we 
Bf kein theBody; Natural; which is a hvyely Re- 
— of the. Body _— —_ in caſe 
I & any; attempt ' upon' ther Head, or Heart, 'or- 
© Life: al vecoure is; folks, and, will chuſe to be 


ms:Life for ' the Service. of my. Maker ; yet my. 
Buſineſs and Ambition ſhall be,rather to be an uſe-. 
ful Member to the Cownrry that nouriſheth me, 'to 
promote" the.Good of Mankind, than only jor 
chiefly vo: ihaikd. my Neſt on high, and my 


RIF withi thick Clay. And you may. be fare, 
that if .you"':contrive and conſult the Publick 
Good ; .the Publick/ will be: intereſſed in your 
Welfare ; and he that watereth, ſhall be watered him- 


And: then, thirdly ; You may and ought in the 
Exrance into/yaur Calling, to aim at your own Goed ; 
Femporah, Spiritual, and "Eternal. You may 
deſire the obtaining of a Competence in this 
World ; this is juſtified by the Light of Nature, 
and commanded in the Eighr Commar.dment 3 yea 
fas hath been ſaid ) you may aim at a comforta- 
ble and plentiful Proviſion, ( if it pleaſe God ) 
yot thereby the more to ſatisfy your Appetite, 
nor tO gratify- an ambitious Humour 3 but _ 
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'you..may do the more. Good, not only to your 
Friends; bat to God's Friends, the Poor. But 
you ſhould have a more-ſpecial Eye at your Spiri. 
enal and'Eternal Good.: For as there 1s a Naty- 
ral, ſo there is a Spiritual Life, and you ſhould 
chuſe to be placed where this noble inward Life 
may be nouriſhed, where the true God 1s truly 
worſhipped, where his Day is ſtrictly kept, where 
you may be under a wholeſome Reſtraint; and 
in. ſhort, where you may learn the Trade of 
true Godlineſs, and both how to live in this 
World, and in the World to come. 

Secondly;, For the happy Entrance into a Calling, 
you. muſt be ſped with due Qualifications for it. 
And they are eſpecially Knowleds in the Head, 
and Grace in the Heart. 

1. Knowleds, And' for the meaneſt Trade ; 

(1.) You ſhould know how to read and write. 
Reading is both neceſſary for your Spiritual and 
Temporal Calling : Thereby you are inabled to 
read God's Word and other good Books, which 
fhould be to you both Food and Recreation. There- 
by you may get Knowledg by the Fire fide, and 
receive that ſacred Warmth into your Heart 
which will be helpful to you for every good 
Word and Work. Particularly, thereby you 
will injoy ſweet Company on the Lord's-Day, 
when you muſt not_ work, and' ſhould not play. 
Both theſe are alſo very neceſſary in your Temps- 
rd Aitairs ; in ſo much that he who is unaccom- 
pliſbed with them, is ſcarce to be reckoned a- 
mong rational Creatures, is unable to convey bis 
Mind with any certainty to his diſtant Friends, 
to-underſtand their Minds or . Deſires, but by 
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Afiftance from others. He is unable to take or 
keepany juſt Account of his own Affairs, of the 
meUter 4 Decay of his Eſtate ; much leſs can 
he be uſefal to others, which is always a comfor- 
table thing, and ſometimes beneficial. And the 
Book. delrvered to him that us not learned, ſaying, 
Read this, I pray thee : And be ſaith, I am not learn- 
ed. 1fa.29. 12- Aſad Anſwer. But if you are de- 


-s 


Learning is requiſit, according to the Quality of 
the Imployment you chuſe : rather always ſtoring 
your ſelf with ſome Grains too much, than too. 
little for any of them : For in moſt Callings, 
your Learning will ſuffer Loſs, either through 
want of Lyf, or want of Leiſure. 

(2.) You ſhould be well vers'd in the Princi- 
peg of Religion, Theſe are the Ballaſt which, 
muſt keep you ſteady in the various Allaults your 
Faith may meet with, in your Chriſtian Courſe. 
An uncatechiz'd Head, and an nnſanctified Heart 
areliable to all manner of Temptations. Think 
no Burden therefore to learn your Catechi/m, and 
carryit not only in your-Trunk, but iayour Head, 
unto your Calling, and look it often over alone, if 

be it your Superiours do neglect to examine 
you therein. That Neglect in Publick and Pri- 
vate Is ſuch, as ſadly threatens the Vitals of our 
Religion, The Feſ#s confeſs, that by catechi- 
MO we did ſpread and fix the Reformation 5, we 
had need be careful leſt we drop it by the Neg- 
let thereof ; and therefore though you may, by 
Advice, carry other good Books with you, 
ſometimes read them; yet the way to be 


a ſettled and conſcionable Chriſtian, Lz to can- 
verle 
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yerſe mucly with +the Principles. of Religion 
which well dipelted; breed the pureſt Blood in 
the Heart, ahd- produce the mott ſavoury Fruit 
im the Life and Converſation. & 
-(3:) You muſt carry with you 4 Capacuy for 
the Calling you undertake. 'Fhen you will goon 
finoothly with it, and what ever Difficulty.iz 
therein, wilt be compenſated with the Delight Ill | 
that will attend it. He that attempts a Calling I 
without a Capacity for. it, loſes his Tune, : frets 
kis Inſtruftors, and blunts thoſe Spirits which 
might bc - ſufficient for another Imployment, 
Tutors and Maſt-rs theretore ſhould very: care» 
fally obſcrve the -Capaciues/ oi: (@ardidates during 
their time of Probation, and'fanhfully repreſent 
them to thoſe who have intrulted them ; other- 
wife they-wil injure both the Parems, the Chil- 
dren, and theraſelves. © - \-/ 

© 2. Fhe other neceflary+ Qualification for a good 
Entrance into a Odlling, is" Gruce 'im the Heart. 
When the Heart: s-fandtified;: and ſincerely de- 
voteq unto God, then ho wilt preſerve you, teach 
you, and ble&-you-; he will intereſs himſelf in 
all your Cofcerns, ſupply the . Abſence of Pa- 
Tees fupport, you under - any Difficulties, or Se- 
verities 'yoy' may 'meet "with,' and crown your 
Pnfleavonrs/ with a proſperous Succeſs, ſo. far-as 
It 1s good for you. O Sirs,- it'is as-much a Man's 
Intereſt, as his Doty, to be holy; yea, and to be- 
SOR 3 vtherwife you: may fall into ſuch 
nares and Temptations in your Youth, of which 
yon may never, be: cur'd while yow live. - And in- 
deed it is ſtarce poſſible for a young Man or:Wo- 
r92n, in this wicked World, -ai& in that flippery 
35 Agel 


Chi4- The Tradeſman's Calling. 4} , 

e. to eſcape: the Contagion of evil Company, 
op a Principk of ſaving Grace. b 
; More partigularly, I commend to you theſe 


£0 < US | | 
1. Humility, When you are. going into a 
Calling, the beſt and fitteſt Garment you can'go 
io, is to be clothed with Humylity. An humble 
Heart withiv,. accounting others better than 
your ſelf, not reckaning your ſelf too great, or 
too,good 'for anyi honeſt Imployment 5 and ſhew- 
Ingits ſelf in a nibdeſt and” reſpe&tful Carriage 
4nd. Behaviour, will make God and Man to be 1n 
love with you : 4 meek, and quiet Spirit is im the 
ſight of the Loxd: of great Price, This will make 
you content in yqur Condition. This Work and 
this Fare, tho it may be hard, yet,faith the humble 
Soul, it is rather too good for me : The Negletts, 
yea the Contempts caſt upon” me, alas they are 
nothing to what I deſerve. What care I for ne 
Cloths, or any great Reſpect, that am conſcious 
of my own Unworthineſs ? This Grace will make 
you ready to be. commanded, eaſy to be pleaſed, 
band to be provoked, and gencrally to be beloved. 
Yea every one will heap Reſpect on him that flees 
it, and will honour thoſe that are mortifhed to 
Honour. Whereas, carry what Parts, Educati- 
on, or Accompliſhments you will into your new: 
Calling, yer if. you carry a proud Heart with 
you, you will neither be acceptable to others, 
nor eaſy to. your ſelves. You?l be-diſputing when 
you ſhould obey, you'l be fretting when you 
ſhould ſubmit, envying whom you fhould ___— 
diſdaining whom you ſhould cheriſh, 2nd juſtling 
with thoſe Equals whom you ſhould — 
Cert Fr HS. ver 
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Every Task will bz too hard, every Reproof too 
galling, every Hour a Year till ye be art liberty 
and then you will carry your Chain with you: 
for he can never be at liberty, that is a Slave to 
his Pride and Paſlions. 

2. Fidelity. 1. In Word. Be ſure that. you 
hate a Lie, or any thing like it. Well may a 
Liar be rank*d among Idolaters, Whoremongers, and 
abommable Perſons,: Rev. 21. 8, 27. For as there 
is unſpeakable Malignity, Atheiſm and Debau- 
chedneſs of Conſcience 1n it, ſo it prepares and 
diſpoſes a Man 'to all Wickednefſs. It ruines all 
Human Converſation, by taking away that Con- 
fidence to Mens Words, which 1s neceſlary to it. 
And therefore fix this Reſolution, to ſpeak Truth 
what ever 1t coſt you. 


Dare to be true, nothing can need a Lie : 
A Fault that needs it mot, grows two thereby. 
Mr. Herbert. 


Rather hazard the Anger of Manthan the Wrath 
of God. Veracity and Truth may mitigate the 
Rage you fear, | but « lying Tongue will be but for a 
4oment , and here remember that Saying of El: 
to:his Sons, If a Afan fin againſt another, the fudg 
fhall judg him ;, but if a Man ſin againſt the Lord, 
wi0 ſhall intreat for bim?;2 Sam. 2. 25. 2. Shew 
the ſame good Fidelity im Deed, Reſolve to be juit 
and faithful to thoſe that intruſt you. In thcir 
Affairs, in their Secrets, in whatſoever belongs 
to them, ſhew all good Fidelity, Tit. 2. 10. The! 
tho your Skill and Parts prove ſhert of Expecta- 


tion, your Faithfulneſs will procure for you both: 


Love 
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Love and Eſteem. A true Heart will make a- 
mends for a weak Head, or a flow Hand. Na- 
tural Weakneſs all will pity and pardon, but 
Moral Obliquities, being Faults of the WHll, are 
ill reſented by God and Man. And therefore 
whatever Neceſlities you may be under, what- 
ever Conveniences, nay, whateyer Temptati- 
ons you may have, be exaCtly punctual and ho- 
neſt ; for the true God hates the Man that's falſe, 
whether it be in Word or in Deed. 


dear ; For the happy Entrance into a Calling, 
you mult take with you firm and good Reſolutions, 
For you muſt exſpect both Temprations and Diffi- 
cuties in every Place and Calling, which you 
have not met with before. Theſe will be like 
to ſtagger you, if you go not forth with a ſteady 
Reſolution. If your Calling depend moſt on 
the Head and Brain ; you muſt not be diſcoura- 
ped with the Crabbedneſs of your Studies ; but 
eeing God hath indued you with Capacity and 
Parts ( as is before ſuppoſed ) it is poſlible, and 
a reſolute Induſtry will make it facil to over- 
come all. If your Calling depend on the La- 
bour of the Hand, ſtill reſolve to buckle with 
It; every day it will be eaſier than other, and 
that which now you tremble at , ſhortly you"! 
play with. You muſt alſo expeCt-to meet with 
{ome . Severitzes, harſh Looks, harſh Words, 
harſh Uſage, but ler none of theſe things terrify 
you: All this ſhall turn to your good. It is the 
wiſe Providence of God to permit all theſe things, 
for the taming and ſubduing that Wantonneſs and 
Pride in young People, which is for- the moſt 
part 
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-' inſeparable. from that Age. Settle you 
Relations therefore at your Entrance, to ſnffex 
what is ſufferable: in your Calling, ſtill hoping 
that a dark Morning will have. a Sun-ſhine Even: 
wg; and in the mean time that the San-ſhine of 
God's Favour will guild every drop of th 
Storm that falls upon yon, and {weeten it un 

ou. 

p But your greateſt Danger is from the Teny- 
rations that will meet you in your Imployment, 
which you mult carcfully diſcover, and then re- 
ſolutely avoid. For our Adverfary the Devil 
hath Baits in all Places, and in all Callings ; and 
we ſce how many. Iwallow them to their Perdt- 
tion : but if you :can but ſee the Hook as well 2 
the Bait, and 'contemplate the Baſeneſs, the 
Odiouſneſs, the Danger, as ſoon as you ſee the 
Proft or Pleaſnre that hides it,, by the Grace of 
God you will eſcape. And of:#1 Temptations, 
reſolve to ſhun 4 Company. Sitch there are in 
every place, who, like the fallen Angels, having 
made Shipwrack of a good Conſcience them 
felves, indeavour to draw others into the ſame 
Condemnation. Soch there are in both Sexs 
who-may ſoon betray an wnwary Youth into al 
Ungodlineſs. Begin therefore no Acquaintatice 
with-any, till oa have received concerning them 
from ſome judicious Hand, a ſober Charadter. 
He might be very innocent at the School; whom 
you may fnd yery criminal in the Univerſity or 
in the City. But eſpecially if you hear of ſee 
any, that, are Idle, Voluptnous, Swearers, Drun- 
kards, Wanton ; Sabbath-breakers, bleſs you 
from them z and if your Viciaky or Relation to 
them 
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them ſhoutd necefſitate you to:be ſometimes with 
them; ter it be alyays with .a'\wery Reſerved» 
neſs, let them ſee that you are failing another 
way. And herein you muſt be refolote : Two 
o three Denials and Frowns will tid you of 
them, whereas your Eaſmeſs will ſtrengthen their 
Importuniry 3 'and when you are once gotten int 
the Snare, it will not be an eaſy matter toget out. 
apdin. Enquire therefore after the Dihgent, the 
Modeft, the:Religions of your Ages and converſe 
withthem 2 for there 1s moſt 'certainly a ſecret 
Charm in — and in a ſhort time, che that 

vents and delights in any Company, wht» 
py good or bad, will be hike-them. 


Fourthly ;, For a right Entrante into any Cal+ 
ling, . earneſt Prayer 15 necellary. ' For 1f every 
Creature be fanctified unto us by the Word, 
( approving the uſe of it ) iand Pruyt 
(procuring - the Bleſling of it ) we .may juitly 
conclude that Calltinz nnfantified, that is not 
bleft with Prayer. 1t 1s not . the beſt Tradeor 
Callmg, tt is notthe beſt Tutor or Malter, tho 
as much Care ought to be taken (-nrark it well 
In the choice of a Maſter, as of 'a Trade ; bur ic 
k the Blefling of God, earneſtly ſonght by Pray- 
er, which makes the Man. If People wood 
abate of their 4anx#6m Care abont theſe things, 
and add more of their fervent \Prayers, they 
would have more "Comfort. For fo the Apoſtle 
direfts, Phil. 4. 6. Be careful for muhing!; bit in 
every thing by Prayer and Supplicarion," with Tianks- 
Sag, let your Requiſhs be made knw wito\Ovd; 
1 he utmoſt Care and Providence of the wife 

__ Parents 
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Parent, comes far ſhort of the conſtant ang 
powerful Providence of God, which is procured 
'by Prayer. 


And let the young Perſon concern'd, earneſtly 


ſeek the Favour and Bleſſing of God withal, 
and heartily bewail the Sins of his Childhood, 
his Diſobedience, Slothfulneſs, Lying, Sabbath- 
breaking, and all ſuch like, that he may not 
carry the heavy Load of Guilt out of one Place 
and Condition of Life into another ; which as it 
will provoke God to Anger, ſo it will expoſe 
him to new Sins, when he hath never bewailed 
theold. How many have we known and.ſeen 
hopeful every way, good Education, good Parts, 
good Callings, good Tutors or Malters, and yet 
have miſcarried and come to nothing ? This 
ſhews that GOD ſtands for ſomething ; that all 
other Requifites are but Cyphers without the 
Bleſſing of Heaven, which muſt be ſought by 
Prayer, and carneſt Prayer. And this nct only 
at his Entrance, but he muſt continue this ſweet 
and necdful Duty, at leaſt each Morning and 
Evening, if poſſible, during his whole time ; for 
it is the Key to open to him the Mercies of the 
Day, and to ſhut out the Dangers of the Night. 
Young People would be glad to, have twice a day 
Opportunity tv ſend to their Earthly Parents, 
bow much greater a Privyiledg is it to have free 
Liberty to ſend to your Father which is in Heaven, 
who hath more Will and Power to do you good, 
than all the Creatures in the World ? 

And now having diſcourſed of the right E»- 
farce mnto-a Calling, let each of us make a dowble 
Vſe of it. 
: | I, By 
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| -1;-Byinray of Keflettion on time paſt. Did all 

of youw'that: ate in Callings, thus enter _ 

them2' Were: your Ends right ? Were you duly 
qualified? +. Were your Reſolutions firm ? and 

your Prayers earneſt ? Let your Conſcience re-"/ 
turn-a rue Verdict, 2 jult Anfwer: If they 
xquit/youz what Peace, what Joy, what Satis- 
fation-may.you haye, whether you have ſuccecd- 
ed ja [outward things or not? You have done 
your: Duty, to which a Blelling always b:longs. 
But if, upon a. ſerious Inquiry, Conſcience accuſe 
you ; what cauſe have yu to be humbled, to be- 
wall your: Neglects, and cry for Mercy and For- 
givenzſs, and this, notwithſtanding all the good 
Succeſs you have hzd in them ? For God doth 
logetimes give to Children outward Blellings, 
with reſpect to th: Parents, or other Anceſtors 
lategrity ; which is a Seal to the Uprightneſ; 
of the Parent, but not to the Gcodneſs of the 
Cinld; Or, he may give you a great Eſtate and 
Honour, in Wrath, or to pay you off for ſome 
800d thing, and yet ſhort of Grace, which may 

ind-in you. For your own Parts, you had 

ned to judg and condzmn your ſelves with bro- 
ken and contrite Hearts, if perhaps your Sin may 

forgiven you. For, as an Oppreſlor, yea, a 
Thief may get Poſſellion of a well-ſtor'd Houſe, 
ad be jovial in it, till the Judg iiquire how he 
ered it; ſo may a Man obtain in his Profeſlion 
avalt Eſtate, but at laſt God will examine how 
be entred upon it, and whether by an orderly 
Way he took Poſſeſſion of it ? 

69 way of Inſtruition for the future. Let 
4 who expect the Favour and Bleſling of 

'S E Almighty 


= 50 The Tradefman's (alling. Ch.4, 
” Almighty God, fee that they follow this courſe, 
Theſe are Rules of PraCttice, and therefore are 
not anſwered either by your Approbation or 
Contempt, but do carry their Authority with 
them, and call for Obedience to them. When | 
you are entring into a Calling, take care to 
propound for your E the Glory of your 
Maker, the Good of Mankind, as -well as your 
own Comfort. See that you be qualified with 
Knowledg in the Mind, and faving Grace in the 
Heart. Let your Reſolutions be gocd and 
ſtrong, to: break throngh all the Difficulties and 
Temptations, which are in your way : And ſet 
forth with Praycr. If you believe that there isa þ 
God, you cannot deny that all theſe are neceſſary 
for you. If you would proſper in your Afﬀairs, 
this is the ready road to Succeſs. If you live to 
accompliſh your Deſigns, theſe things will fur- 
ther you ,, if youdie before you attain themztheſc 
will bring you to be Freemen of that Ciry which 
cannot be moved. Be but true to your ſelves, the 
Holy God will not be falſe to you ; for as a Man 
ſoweth, ſo ſhall he reap. He that aims at tht 
World, often miſles it ; but he that truly aims 
at Heaven, is ſure to carry it- 


And thus, when a Perſon hath choſen a lawful 
Calling, hath fixt his Ends aright, is ſufficiently 
qualified, firmly reſolvd, and hath ſought th: 
Direction and Bleſſing of God by Prayer, he may 
fafely entzr upon it. Which is the Forth Point 
to be handled in this Subjett. 
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"FHE Fifrh Thing to be conſidered, is 
| the right Behaviour of a Chriſtian in his 
> Calling, or the dye managing thereof. 
'” What [ have ſaid hitherto, is in order 
to this : And tho. we have thus far diſcourſcd of 
Callings'in general ;, yet ſuppoſing our Youth hath 
choſen ſome Trade or other, into that we will fol- 
low him. Now theſe are of :wo ſorts ; the one are 
roy am principally by the Tongze, yet ſo as they 
xe directed by the Brain ; ſuch are all ſorts of 
Merchants, and they who drive Trades only 
= buying and ſelling : The other are manag'd 
T bf. the l and, yet fo as they are alſo aſliſted with 
eBratn ; ſuch are all ſorts of Mechanick Trades, 
or Handicrafts, which are imployed in working 
MW kinds of Manufactures. Now tho | each of 
theſe have ſome diſtint Vertues, and Temprati- 
0s,Conyeniences and Inconveniences more proper 
them; yet the following Keqwiſites will reach 
them both, and with the Bleſſing of God make 
bs Prattifer of them an excellent Tradeſmar. 
q _ > SECT, 
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Of Prudence in a Trade. 


Nd the firſ# of them is Prudence, or Diſcre- 
tion, It is ſaid, Pal. 112.5. A good Man 
ſheweth Favour, and lendeth;, he will guide bi 
Aﬀairs with Diſcretion, ( or Judgment). Now 
this Prudence is an Habit of the Mind, ow 
a good Man to diſpoſe of bis outward Affairs, m t 
mot commodious manner. It is not that carnd 
Swubtilty, which teaches a Man to get an Eſtate by 
hook or crook ; but that godly Wiſdom, whit 
is conſiſtent with a good Conſcience. When the 
Apoſtle, James 3. 17. mentions the Wiſdom whith 
, is from above ,, he plainly implies that there is 
Wiſdom which is from below, And as the for- 
mer 15 the Gift of God, who gives it liberallyto 
thoſe, that ask it, as Solomon did ;, ſo the latter i 
earthly,” ſenſual, and- deviliſh, Subtilty is nothiſg 
elſe but Wiſdom degenerate ; and Prudence 6 
only Subtilty ſtr ain and purg?d from all li 
juſtice, « Bt 
Now true Prudence and Piety were alway: 
rery good Friends. He, that was Inmocency it 
ſelf, commended a Serpent*s Eye in a Dovei 
Head : Mar. IO. I6. Be ye therefore wiſe as Ser- 
perts, and harmleſs as Doves. Doves, not to hurt 


or wrong others ; Serpents, not to be hurt 0 
wronged 
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wronged by others, For this end was that ex- 
cellent cyrmy of Dgone written, Prov. 1. 4- 
To: groe -Subtilty to' the Simple ;, to the young Man 
po and + *-nrak p Book to i ndtre 
often read by our Tradeſman. Of this Prudence 
2zAlmighty God: is the Author, ſo he is the great 
Exemplar, whoſe Wiſdom ſhines forth in ſo go- 
verning all Perſons and Things, that they all cen- 
ter-in that | great End, for which the World -- 
ns made and - ſtands, his Glory. And what 
Ataxy and Confufhon would ſuddenly follow the 
nant of it! And therefore. let every Man in 
his place ſtudy to-be like God, in Wiſdom as well 
23 Holineſs, 48 

For this is ſutable to Man's Nature, God hath 
gyen' him a conſidering Mind, a Sagacity and 
Forehght of the End he aims at, and Judgment 
to.chuſe out the beſt mcans to attain it, which hg 
hath denied to other Creatures : P/al. 32.9. Be 
Y*-10t as the Horſe, or as the Mule, which have no 
Underſtanding. He that acts fooliſhly, aCts like a 
Brute, and degrades himſclf ſo far of Reaſon, 
bis greateſt Glory. 

This is alſo very creditable to Religion : What 
an Honour were Foſeph and Damel to their Pro- 
teſion? to have the mighty Pharaoh ſay to Joſeph, 
Gen. 41. 39. There is none ſo diſcreet qnd wiſe 4s 
+ thou art : and to have Daniel for his Wiſdom, pre- 
 ferrd to Offices of greateſt Truſt and Honour. 
When a Godly Man hath all the Accompliſhments 
that any unſanCtified Perſon hath, and the Ad- 
dition of Grace withal, it is a manifeſt Orna- 
ment and Advantage. And ſince wicked Men 1 

are ſo commonly called Fools, it ſhould 
E 3 maKe 
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make all good Men ſtudy Wifdom and Pro- 
dence. 

Beſides 3 this Difcretion m the Affairs of your 
| Trade, will greatly contribute to the Qrizt and 
Comfort of your own Minds. For when you have 
taken the wiſeſt Courſe in any Atfair ; if fo be 
that the Event anſwer your Deſires, you have 
Comfort both from your good Sncceſs, and alſo 
from your diſcreet Endeavours ; and if it do not 
ſacceed, yet the Comfort of your godly Wiſdom 
may well ballance the Lofs, or Diſappointment 
that you have. met with : whereas there is no- 
thing doth more mbitter our Loſks and Trou- 
ble, than our own Folly that hath brought them 
u 

And laſtly z this Prudeare greatly conduceth to 
our Well-being 1n this World. As in that P/aln 
fore-cited, it is ſaid-of the good Man, that he 
ſhews Favour, and lendeth \, and certainly his Diſ- 
cretion inableth him ſo to do. And Prov. 24. 34. 
Through Wiſdom is a Houſe builded ;, and by Onaer- 
ftarding it 1s eſtabliſhed, And by Knowleds ſhall the 
Chambers be filled with all precious ' and pleaſam 
Riches, built eſtabliſhed, and furniſhd hereby. And 
on the other hand, as many ſink by their other 
Vicee, {o too many are ruin'd by their own In- 
diſcretion 3 no viſible Leak, by which their E- 
ſtates have run ou, only-they have been raſh, 
wilful, and. weak in their Negotiations. God 
doth ſ:Idom bring Men low oy for the trial of 
their Faith or Patience; but uſually they contri- 
bute to their own Miſery, and will be proved 
Felones de ſe art the day of Judgment. Certain 
if 1, if godly Wiſdom will not inrich a Man, 

| Riches 


Ghiy Thi Trateſman's Calling. 55 
Riches-age Pot good for that Man, 
Now this Prudence is to be exerciſed by a Trageſ- 
nd, if the following Particalars. 
1, :1n Getting a full Inſight into hu Calling ;, fo 
28 to-know all the Parts, and lawful Arts and 
Methotls thereof. For as there is a falſe Sleight, 
{is there a, true Myſtery in every Calling ; tho 
more-#n ſome than others ; and Ignorance herein 
undermines the Foundation of ' a Tradeſman's-- 
Succeſs, Prov. 14. 8. The Wiſdom of the Prudent, 
#.t0 angerſkand HIS Way. Not to be curiouſly 
priivg intd- other Folks Ways, but fully to un- 
deritand your own. Some there are that plcaſe 
and pride themſelves much in their Skill in Cal- 
lings that are above, or beſides their own ; and 
1n the mean time ſearch not into the Concerns 
of their 0wn Imployments : but the Wiſdom 
of the Prudent is to be underſtand his proper 
way, and to be skilful at home : Prop. 8. 12. 
I Wiſdom dwell with Prudence, and find out Know- 
ledy of witty Inventions, What vaſt Progreſs 
be made in the Improvement of moſt 
Trades, if -Men did imploy their Brains within 
the Spherc of their proper Callings? as is evi- 
dent tn the curious Indiar Wares, and in ſome 
Callngs at home of latter Years. Study there- 
fore all; the Parts of your Calling, and be not 
like ſorhe 'raw Travellers, that are ambitious to 
kndw other Countries, while they know leaſt of 
their own. [Your Trade is your prop*r Province. 
Neither God nor Man will condemn you for your 
ence, properly it is not Ignorance in. 
other matters; but your own Vineyard you 
ſhould keep. 
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Ard to this end be careful to improve the 
time of your Apprenticeſbsp, and Learving, well : 
and wo to thoſe Maſters that do not faithfully 
teach, eſpecially that ſtudiouſly hide the Myſte- 
ries of their Trades from their Apprentices, 
contrary to their Obligations 1n that behalf; for 
that is the proper time of learning, and of ſto- 
ring up ſuch Rules and Obſervations, as you will 
have uſe for afterwards ;, Prov. 24. 27- Prepare 
thy Work without, and make it fit for thy ſelf, and 
afterward build thine Houſe. Its then that you 
muſt prepare your Materials, and afterward 
ereC(t your Building. And never be aſhamed to 
be ſtill learning of any honeſt Skill : For let your 
Stock or Diligence be never ſo great ; yet if you 
be defeCtive in Knowledg, you will prove like a 
rich Ship with a weak Pilot, which will come to 
wrack. us 

2. This Prudence and Diſcretion muſt be uſed, 
ina wiſe Faxing the Circumſtances of your Trade. 

(1.) For Time; for to every thing there 1s a Sea- 
fon, and a Twme to every Purpoſe under the Heaven, 
Ecclef.3.1. There us a time to buy, and 4 time to ſell; 
that 15,2 fit time,which a wiſe Man nicks. It?s true, 
God hath in his great Wiſdom hid future things 
from ns, but yet he hath given to Man Prudence 
inſtead of Prophecy. And it is ſaid, Prov. 22. 3: 
A prudent Man foreſeeth the Evil, and hideth him- 
ſelf : Andas he hideth, ſo he armeth, he furniſh- 
eth himſelf in the due Seaſon ; and muſters up 
all the Wiſdom he hath, in hitting the right Sea- 


ſons of buying and ſelling for his juſt Advantage, 
* without the publick Prejudice. Fa 


| (2) For 
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(2. For Place. "It is ſaid of the verrwous Wo- 
mans Prov. 31:16; | Sbe conſidereth a Field, and 
iwyeth' ie. 3 So the Tradeſman muſt conſider, what 
Pais moſt fir and proper for his Calling, and 
fx there; and he muſt ſutfer the Conveniences of 
his/Family, to give-place to the Conveniences of 
his Trade, and permit his Fancy to be directed by 
his Judgment therein. WG 

(3) For Perſons. You had need of Prudence 
todiſcern; 1. Whom to deal with, to wit, Men 
of Conſcience, or at leaſt of moral Honeſty ; 
and common Fame will uſually acquaint you 
where and who they be. For ſuch you may rely 
upon with more Security, than upon others ; and 
15 more creditable to have Correſpondence with 
honeſt Men, than with Knaves. | 2, Whom ta 
ruſt : Here you have nced of all the godly Wiſ- 
dom that you can ger; for Man is a deceitful 
Creature, and the Metal that gliſters moſt, is not 
aways the richeſt. 1t is with many Men, as 
1s with many Fowl-, that look fair and large, 
but ſtript of their Feathers, their Subſtanc 1s little, 
As that Faith is often ſoundeſt, that is accompa- 
nied with doubting, at leaſt with inquiring and 
queſtioning ;, So it is better for you to be at the 
Coſt and Pains of a diligent Inquiry, than at the 
Grief and Pain of a ſad Experience. It is moſt 
certain, that as it may bz Prudence to truſt ſome 
Perſons, and Charity to truſt others z ſo there 
are'many,, whom it is neither Wiſdom nor Cha- 
rityto-truſt at all. 3. Whom to be familiar with. 
Herein you have need of your diſcreet Prudence : 
For tho you muſt bs friendly to all, yet you mult 


be familiar but with few z and they mult be Thote 
4 hot | that 


w- 
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that may ſome way do good and not burt to you, 
or ſuch as you may do ſome good unto. Any 
even of theſe, you muſt not chule roo many, 
for your Imployments will not allow you timeto 
p?rform thoſe Offices to many, which are neceſ. 
ary in the caſe of Friendſhip. Let your Choice 
therefore be among thoſe, that are of a graze 
and even Temper, and of greater Wiſdom and 
Grace than your ſelves. For, Prov. 1 3. 20, He 
that walketh with wiſe Men, (ball be wiſe, buta 
Companion of Fools ſhall be deſtroyed. 

3. This Prudence muſt be ſhewed, in ae Del 
beration about the Affairs of your Trade. For it 
certain, that many Men, otherwiſe very 1nge- 
flious, are Tuin'd by their Raſhneſs, not duly 
eonfidering with themſelves, nor conſulting 0- 
thers in their Negotiations : And ſome alſo loſe 


their Opportunity by too much lingring, and 

ſuſpending their Determinations ; and therefore 

| propound my ane Deliberation, that you be 
c 


neither too {ſwift nor too {low therein, but pro- 
portionable to the weight of the Affair, to its 
Difficalty, and the Limits the Buſineſs will allow. 
And herein, ſince D:liberation is only of the 
fittelt means to attain your Profit or Content 
in {ach or ſuch a caſc, I earneſtly exhort you to 
refuſe whateyer your Fancy propoſes, that iz not 
honelt, juſt, and fair. For nothing is truly prof- 
table, that is not honeſt. In theſe caſcs, con- 
fult right Reaſon, conſult the Scripture, conſult 
that Golden Rule, Do as ye would be done by, and 
then you cafinot reſolve amiſs. But if the caſe 
will admit it, take a Night's time to deliberate 
tor thzt which is weighed over Night, tand ” 
view 


: 
” 
” 
= 
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viewed in the Morning, will bein ſome meaſure, | 
ripe for z judicious Reſolution. 1 ſpeak all this 
white. concerning matters of ſome moment t as" 
fdr" leſſer matters ; we take it for granted, that 
our Tradeſman is furniſh'd with thoſe Parts whicti 
are ſufficient for the ſpeedy diſpatch thereof. 
However, in all your Words and Actions, I adviſe* 
2Grcumſpect Slowneſs, rather than too quick a. 
Specd ; which is uſually followed with Repen- 
tance. Let every Man be ſwift to hear, ſlow to ſpeak, 
{ow to Wrath, James 1. 19. 

- 4 This Prudence ſtands in ' Proportioning the 
Aﬀairs of Trade unto your Abilities : 

(1.) Of Mind: So as not to over-charpe ei- 
ther your Underſtandings, Memories, nor Hearts 
with your Buſineſs ; leſt they, like a Bow over- 
bent, be broke in pieces. Some have ſtronger and 
lager Capacities than others, but no Man's Fa- 
cilties are infinite. A Ship thats well built, 
ngg'd and ballanc'd, will carry a great Burden 
but It may be over-ltaden, and then it ſinks: and 
{01s it with the Mind of Man ; when your Buſi- 
refs diſtra&ts you, that you cannot eat, orkep, , 
a7 be cheerful, or pray, it%s time to abate and 
draw in your Sails. 

(2.) Of Body : That is, to aftidertake no more 
Work, than you are able to perform. This 
commonly proceeds from Coveronſneſs, whereby a 
Man would graſp at more than his ſhare ; and 
thereby becomes a Slave to his _ and muſt 
o neceſſity either injure his Correſpendent by 
difh inting him ; or elſe himſelf,by Own 
bim elf. You ſhould therefore conſider, that Go! 
Iequires no More from any Man than what 1s 

T pollible, 
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poſſible, - and conhſtent, with: thoſe Duties he 
owes to his Maker, and to himfelf. And that 
the holy God will never allow, that that Body 
which is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould 
be a Drudg and Slave to the World. 

3. Of Eftate + That 1s, to lanch forth no fur- 
ther, than you can; feel firm Ground under you, 
For'tho in ſome caſes, as when the Gain 1s cer- 
tain, or- extreamly probable, it may bz lawful 
and prudent enough to inlarge a Man's Trade 
beyond his own Stock ; yet a religious and wiſe 
Tradeſman muſt be yery cautious in this matter ; 
partly, that his Motiyes be right, that Ambition 
and Covetouſneſs do not ingage him in it ; and 
partly, that he venture not more than his own 
Eſtate, in any ſuch hazard, as may undo others 
* Without their own Conſent. But Diſcretion will 
teach the Tradeſman to keep himſelf ordinarily 
within his own Bounce; for as that Water which 
will merrily turn one Mill, when parted into 
two, will make them go but heavily about : So 
that Stock, with- which a Man may chearfully 
drivean ordinary Trade, will fill the Mind with 
anxious Cares, when it muſt carry on a far great- 
er, when with the ſame Straw, you muſt make 2 
double:Tale of Brick, and when the ſame Stream 
mult carry a Veſſel of a double Burden : And 
oftentimes the Story ends ſadly ; and he that was 
not content with his own Stock, muſt be glad to 
» live upon others Charity. 

5. This Diſcretion is ſhown, 1*n Ordering a man' 
E xpences ſutable to his Calling. That as he ſhould 
not live ſordidly much below his Eſtate, nor be 
defective in his Allowance either to God, to the 
Poor, 


Pa 
Pn 
By 
Pri 
thi 
ne; 
the 
or 
Wi 
fol 
F 
Yo 
Pr 
or 
ab 


Sh 


Ch; The Tradeſman's Calling. 61 
Poor. or to:/himſeIf 3 ſo he rhay not,: either 1n-his 
Proviſion,in his Furniture, in his Apparel, or in his 
By-expences''and Entertainments, exceed that 
Proportion which his Trade will maintain. And 
therefore every prudent Man doth calculate as | 
near as he can, what his ordinary Income is, and 
thereby adjuſts his Expences. The Indiſcretion 
of plain Folly of many is evident-herein ; ſo that, 
without the Spirit of Prophecy, one may eabily 
foretell their Ruine. Some ſuch Slaves to their 
Apperies, that the Belly doth immediately de- 
rour what their Head' or Hands do get, never 
providing for a time of Sickneſs or other extre- 
ordinary Caſualty. Other furniſhing their Houſes 
above the Standard of their Quality, while their 
Shops or Pirſcs want Furniture, and it may be 
lome of their Creditors, of Workmen their juſt 
Dues. Orbers, if. not in their own Perſons, yt 
In their Wives and Children, proclaiming their 
Pride aud Folly, in being apparelled above their 
Condition .or Ability, which: is an undeniable 
Token of Pride lodging within : For tho Pride 
5a Sin of the Heart, yet it ſhews it ſelf in-the 
Looks, Words, Apparel, and Behaviour of vain 
People ; who by theſe exteriour Additions with- 
ont, do tacitly acknowledge there are ſome great 
defefts within : whereas the worthy Man or Wo- 
man, ſo that their Garb be not ridiculous, but 
ſeemly, are no way concern'd about the richneſs 
or faſhionableneſs of their Garments. And others 
run out exceedingly in their By-Expences and Em- 
tertainments ;, not conſidering , that they are only 
Stewards unto the great God, of whatſoever Ta- 


tents are in their hands ; and alſo Truſtees for 
their 
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their Wives and Children, 2nd for the Poor, and 
that no mortal Man hath any thing of his own. 
Now herein Godly Wiſdom comes in and puts due 
bounds to all theſe Expences, and teaches the 
Tradeſman to live rather ſomewhat below, than 
at.all aboye his Income ; becauſe he conlidery, 
that it is ealie to aygment ones port and manner 
of livivg, but very hard to ſink, or abate 1a i; 
and he that begins his manner of living as his Mz- 
{ter ended, is ike to end as his Maſter begun. 
- 6. "This Pradence is to be uſed, In a frequent I 
Jpefiion into the ſtate of your Aﬀazrs ;, that you may 
know whether, and how much you thrive or lan- 
guilh in your Eftates. This is chiefly to be done 
about rhe State of your Souls 3 and the neglett of 
it, renders a Man exther very uncomfortablc, or 2 
very. Bankrupt in Religion. It is alſo greatly re- 
quliit in your oftward: Af as, th take a Survey 
either monthly, quarterly, or at leaſt yearly, of 
ou Conditian :- Prov. 27. 33, Be thou diligent 
ow the State of thy Flocks, and look, well to thy 
Hers, and fo in other Callings : and for that 
end, to obſerve an exatt Method in kezping your 
Books of Account, that you may readily and cer- 
taunly take a view of the Poſture of your Afairs. 
I you prove 4n your Way ; this will fill your 
Heart with Comfort, & your Month with ThankC 
 Epag una God, and you will be encouraged to 
ve the Nail that/js going. If you find Thing 
4 aſtay , this will quicken you to more Indultry 
and Frugality, .before it be too late. 1f you find 
tas, you 14 backward; this will oblige you to 
ſearch by what Leak your Eſtate waſtes ; what 
Excels.or Improyidence you, or any that belong 
to 
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| on/are guilty of > wherein you have not lived 
| fo bberty, righteonlly, and godly ag you ought 40 
. I have done, for which God may jully blaſt you; you 
. I will diſcern what Sin doth waſte you : for ax the 
| 
| 


Thief -in the Candle waſtes it more, than the pro- 
per/Week doth ;, ſo it will coſt more to maintain 
one Luſt, than many Children. And by this means 
you'may {ce a flat neceſſity of ſtopping aud altri 
your Courſe, and thereby ſave your Eſtate a 
Soul alſo. Asthat Man that is not welcame 
into his own Conſcience, can be truly merry no- 
wherein the World ; ſo that Tradeſman that dare 
not look into,and cait up his own Books, can look 
luto-no-other Book with comfort. As we ſay to 
cardlels People concerning their Souls, they muB} 
give"'ax Account, and therefore it is needfy 
they take an Account of themſelves : he that judges 
wr himſelf, will be judged of the Lord: $0 it will be 
tarmore ſafe and comfortable, that you ſurvey 
your Shops and Books, than that Commiſſioners 
ould do it 'for you, which is the common lilue 
of ſuch Careleſneſs. 
7. "This Prudence is'to be exerciſed, 1n Govern» 
mp thoſe Paſſions to which you are moſt liable 111 your 
Calling. Philoſophers place much of the bulinels 
of Prudence herein. Paſſions are natural to us, 
and inſeparable from us; the Government of 
them-is the Work of Prudence, the mortifying of 
their Extravagancies is the Work of ſaying Grace. 
Tobea Slave to them, is a Miſery below a Gally- 
Shave. : It was ſaid by Abimelech, Whether ® bet- 
ter for you, that threeſcore andien Perſons resgn our 
ou, &r that one reigu over you ? Judg. 92+ Sealy 


tis far better, wearer, calicr to:be poor - 
Ve- - 


py l 


64 The Tradeſman's Calling. Chy, 
Soyeraignty of one good God, than under thy 
Dominion of numberleſs and tyrannical paj. 
ons. The Tradeſman is in danger of this Boy. 
- dage, but Chriſtian Diſcretien will curb thn, 
He is temptzd - to. Diſcontent with the Providence 
of God ; the Wird doth not favour his Mer: 
chandize; the Weather hiaders his ManufaCture, 
He is in danger of Envy at the thriving of other, 
-when he ſees that they have more Cuſtom or Cre- 
dit than himſelf. He is apt to be toſt with th: 
Paſſions of Hope and Fear : And your Prudence 
wil preſerveyour minds ſteady above all groung- 
kf Fears and Hopes. For when a Man hath with 
his utmoſt Skill proceedcd ſo and fo in his lawful 


wt he ſhould never torment himſelf with 


efary and unprofitable Fears of the Event, 
eithtr of that Aﬀair in particular, or of his Wel- 
fare in general : No, you are in your Way, yu 
have the Providence and Promiſe of a wiſe and 
good Ged engaged with you : Your Fears will 
not preveiit- your Diſaſters, but rather provoke 
God to inflict them : And the Paſſion of Fear was 
ſeated in Man's Heart only to prevent Evils, notto 
encreaſe them; and therefore, as it is a very great 
Folly to entertain or cheriſh them about Contin- 
gencies, when we have done our beſt ; ſo it is the 
' Triumph of Wiſdom to check and extinguiſh 
them. The like alſo of groundleſs Hopes - For 
many a Tradeſman is ruin'd by his vain Hopes. 
He hath ſome great Hit in proſpect, ſome rich 
Unkle whoſe Eſtate he Ss. Some remote 
_ unaccountable 12a _— and 2 
ontemplation hereof, 1$ Pro 
fairs, lives above his preſeat Eſtate ; he Po 
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fel ih De cay and Waſting, yet buoys.up his Spi- 

cheſe \ an Hopes till he _ {0-304 

| 7s ke a formal Hypocrite, whoſe Hope ſhall 

i: kt ed whos Truft ſhall be a Spider? Wi 3 

k hath an upon his Houſe, but it ſhall not ſtand ; be 

A bes aft. bie it ſhal. not endure. Job 8. 4s 

5. N 4 2 gfain of Chriſtian Diſcretion will free 

en fi m theſe FU, arjd ground his Fears 

4, Yon : foll0 Þ Botrom;, and'fo-mode-. 

on them, that, they ſtaf! 'heither prejudice the 

quiet, 0 Ns ind, ar diforder him in” the m2- 

ment- of His Calling But: his moſt common 

Palin fe ſh Anger ;, ſometimes at his neareſt 

Le As tC efqecially: at his Servants, and 0- 

Fre Li rh with, Now the more fire 
| h-the els Anger. For Anger 

*h 0 wn lie hotite be not haſty in «i 
"Etc ot 7.9.” A Wiſe-Man 

ger, Fir conſider”; whether the Mithcr 


\ then, of whar fort it is, involun- 
tary, or Hep "of what" degree Itis; and will 
alſo put hi felf into the Delinquents pla and 
will Wop] out Youth, a Child, a Woman 
cannot have the ſame- Judginent, Capacity, or 
Conſideration 'thar = And thar, hts 
Paſſion, which doubtleſs is a Fault ir ſelf, cat 
ever be a likely Cure for another E , for 
ne Sin never cures.another : The Wrath of Mon 
workerh 104 rhe Righteouſneſs of God, and by theſe 
Jaobdernrns he mitigates his Anger, and 

to ſpeak, - to Wrath : He at leaft 
ie Expreſſions of his Angerztill the Storms 
$ being over and clear'd, he may __ 


i - li ot onnreg on their Errors 
F with 
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1M the Yrrwre 'Events in-the World: The 
eof4 Ky 'to"God, ad what'is not 
ver, 'thould -be out of -ovr Care. 
whe 54, prove. the yy * —arrgzar 
Fett at /his' ment, 'ne 2Uores An 
rhe -to the Providence God ; and concludes | 
.wer&®fome ſecret Reaſons | m the Divine 
Mien eo bl{l his Expectations-for his / {wy 
"Good; grows not ' fallen npon?t, - but* buckles 
©'hisRe refs agam; and refolves, that God 
; Arg 4 vthar be will, and I will-{till do what 


03 Th IPridence of the Tradtſman ſtards, 'in 
Hoping ibſa a Courſes that have ruind others. Caſt 
bile ad, ard you may eably diſcerr the 
'thar -arhprs have :d2{1%d upon, the-Quick- 
fads wherein others © have - been ſwallowed, ard 
Be Wim will tezch you to ſhun them. with 
Jour wtmeſt Care. 'I will inſtance in ſome few. 
\C17) Bad Company. I-mean ſuch asare! jnfetted 
in'their'Morals, thar are acctſtomed to' Swearing, 
uh ,* Szbbath-breaking, tomobeagye *Unclean- 
Knavery, or- fuck Frke .Vjces. From ſuch, 


Prov. 2.11. Ne ſhit + -oefarvn thee, G/ader- 


* 
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flcidong ſhrabl- thee : "To detryer , thee from the 
of-the evil Fan, *&c. *Such there are in.,all 
Towns- -ard' Cities, that drive a Trade of 'de- 
Rroying themfetlves,” and -as many others as they 
an. .Now if there were no ſuch: thing ag Rel:- 
oy "yet comman"Pragence ſhould teach you to 
| 9 ; " eſh, 2s you would 'Perſons. with, the 
gue ;*7ea, tho-you ſhould be link'd tg ſome of 

De 'of Trading, Kindred,” Cokgbi- 


tat, 'Corngry,; of former Cuſtom :*for as woe 
F 2 Q 
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of theſe can: juſtify your conſorting with them, 
ſo none of theſe Conſiderations can ballance the 
Ruine and Miſery which ſuch Company will bring 
upon you. lt is almoſt impoſſible xo converſe with 
them, without b2coming like them, 'What Credit, 
what Profit, what Comfcrt can you get by ſuch 
Society ? Wherein doth their Company mak: 
you wiſer, or better ? Why, but it plcaſes v, 
Doth it indeed pleaſe yon ? That ſhews your Ne 
ture 1s corrupt, your Palat is viciated : But wer: 
it not better not to itch at all, than to. be pleaſed 
with ſcratching ? What Scriprtzre do you proftk 
and live by ? God's People of old, their delight 
was 12 the Saints on the Earth ;, they were Comps 
nions of thoſe that feared God; and if ever you 
__ expeCt to live with them, you muſt live like 
them. But what ſpeak I of living in Heaven! 
Such Companions will make you unfit and unabl 
to live in the World. Deſtruftion and Miſery at 
1n their ways. They are not only the Shamed 
Chriſtianity, but the Reproach'of Mankind ; thej 
_ are Brutes in. human Shape; and will none fern 
you for Companions but theſe? Are you fond dl 
a Priſon or an Hoſpital, or of the Plantations, « 
of Tybura? for tb ſome of theſe, ſuch Compr 
ny ſend their Comrades. And therefore for Gol 
{ake, yea, for your own fake,-caſt in no I« 
among them, . let your early Prudence prevelt 
your late Repentance. | 
(2.) Another ruinous 24/chief from which Di/ 
cretion. will guard. you, is Suretyſhip. 1 will 60 
affirm that this js utterly unlaw , but I «- 
_ Clude that as few Men do uſe the Care and Cant 
.0n neceſſary in this Atfair, ſo no. Man ſhould i 
| M. | bx 
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rage therein, unleſs, fir}, he be able to pay the 


p] without injuring bimſelf or Family ; 
de 20d, /ecordly,;be contented to do it without pertur- 
3 If bation of -mind, -and with the ſame freedom, 


© whcrewith he pays his other Debrs : For without 
"Bf doubt, the Surety doth rake upon himſelf the 
;. © #hole' Debt, both in Law and Conſcience, in 
caſe the Principal prove either unable or diſhoneſt. 
And which of you are able and willing to run- 
this Riſque ?. If you objef#, that without doing 
and receiving this aft of Friendſhip for one ano- 
ther, Trade cannot be upheld. I anſner, Tho 
without it, a Man cannot trade ſo high, which 
perhaps may be his Sin, and prove his Ruine ; yet 
he may trade ſtill in a meaner degree, which may 
bemore ſafe.and prove as comfortable, - And he 
that will lanch our further, if the Creditor knows 
him to bea Man of good Diſcrction and Integrity, 
he may ſecurely rely upon his ſingle Bond, with- 
out intangling another with him. If you reply, 
that he hath form-Tly obliged you ſome other 
way, or that he will take it unkindly to be de- 
ied : I anſwer, that you mult ſtudy to oblige 
him ſome other way, and labour to convince him, 
that it is not want of Love, bur the force of a 
Premngagement ( which 1 would adviſe every pri- 
dent Tradeſman to make ) to ſome near Kelati- 
9, without whoſe Conſent you cannot, without 
[njuſtice, bind your ſelf. For alas! this Perſon 
that now ſolicits you, may be more indebted than 
you know.of z he may prove leſs careful and ho- 
neſt. than you imagine 3 he may be bound for 
athers in more than he is worth ; at leaſt- he 1s 


Mortal,and may leave his Eſtate ard you intapgled 
; 1385: F 3 A 
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at his D-ath;.ts ybutt great Moleſtation, if mr 
utter Ruire And: thafe are not unlikely Suppo- 
ſfrionsbrt whereof fad Intltancesarevitible every 

day. Therefore before ye enter” itito any ſuch 
we readthar Counſel' of a wiſe Man, 

yea off 4' wiſe God, Prov. 6.1, 2, 3, 445- My Sa, 
if thiw be ſurety for thy Friend —— thau' art ſnared 
with the Words of thy Mouth ——deliver thy ſelf — 
give Hot Steep 1 thine Eyes ——delzver thy ſelf as « 
Bird from the hand! of. a Fowler: And, he tha 
haterly Saretifhip, #w fate, Prov. 11,15. See allo 
Prov. 22. 26. 

(3.) A third ruinons Courſe, whence this Pra- 


fuich Games 35 niake an in-road upon Your 
Fime, whert they devour that time which ſhould 
Þ6 imployed either in your religions or fecular 
Airs, or ſuch as hazard any thing conſiderable 
your Effare, For it is cert:in, that Gamiug 
w# never ordained to be a Trade, whereon to 
Rve, but for a Diverſion, a refreſhment of the 
its, whereby Men may be more fitted for 
thetr general and particular Callings. And 
thetefore fuch Recreations only are to be uſed, 
as do trieſt contribute to the heahth of the Body, 
and refreſhment of the Mind z and: they are to 
be followed moderately, ſeaſdnably, and relig- 
oully, ſo as you may comfortably beg the Bleſling 
of God upon them, and 'bleſs his Name aftet 
them. Fix your unalterdble Reſolutions there- 
fore againſt all vain, prodigal; and hazardous 
Games whatſoever. For though Drunkennefs 
Whottdom, Idlenefs, [juſtice will cerraiwly do it, 
yet theſe two Follies of Suretiſhip and Gaming 
| may 


detce will preferve you, is Gaming, 1 mean all | 
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may ſuddenly deſtroy, thoſe. that uſe them 2 A 
ve a9 may by ale þ in a few hours unds' himſelf 

ly to all intents. Play for no'more ih 

tion than you "ay lawfully expend 

upon your Delight, and can be content t6- Tk 
without impair F'your Eſtate, or the Tranquil- 
lity of your Mind; and neyer rck6n' the Eltate 
you have your own, until ye have made Reſti- 
tution of what ye have diſhoneſtly gaiifd there- 


by. 
7% A Fourth dangerous Evil from which this 


Prudence will ſecure you, 1s Pra qrnakenes 5or Cu- 


rioſity, which is a buſy noddl ing _ matters 
ou haye buſineſs 


enough of your own to imploy all your wit, 


timeand ſtrength ; either in the wotks of Piety 


and Deyotion; or charity to' the Souls and Bo- 
dizs of others ; of civility to your Friends' and 
Relations : ; and of Induſtry in your own Callirgs. 
And there 1s no Wiſdon! in intermedling in others 
Afeairs without a jult' cauſe, and a clear call : 
and God never 'calls you therehnto, when it in- 
terferes \ with the neceſſary Duties aboycſaid: ' Put 
pally y beware' of the 'Arhenian Diſeaſe, who 
{pepd theit time 2 17  ngthi) elſe, bin eith## ro tell 
g beer ome flew ew thing : ak 17.21. 1 know the 
hs Man is bept upon News z, and = x 
Bl gbr ol rmits, but' approves of our bei 's 
con ernd YR: the 'proſpert =. of God's Chnrcl 
RU it FE F 'tarural Itch,” and not any pure devo- 
>" 
Yi 


b'"ſnclines moſt” Men to inquire af 3 
Þs : - and uh time is loſt, moch 


$'ru0, and ſittle good 1 is gan d by this idle 
| F 4 Above 
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to. This Godly Wiſdom will help you, To di/- 
poſe your Outward in ſubordinatjon to you Spiritual 
Calling. That is, ſo to order the particular 

duties: which belong to each of them, that in the 
inſtances of practice, they may not claſh or juſtle 
with one'another ; but ſweetly agree and be far- 
therances each to other. 1 know that ſame Ca 
6ngs are of that nature, and ſome Tradeſmen again 
To neceſlitous, that it is difficult to find Conve- 
niences for the Worſhip. of God and ggod of the 
Soul, But Wiſdom.here # profitable to girgtt ;, here- 


by the pious Tradeſmanafter adue conſideration of 


all Circumſtances, and of his neceſſary. byſineb 
within doors and without, fixes. a time for pray- 
er, for reading, and hearing, as well as for work- 
ing and bargaining ; and tho he cannot =, 

0 
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ſo much as others can, yet he doth it with a right 
good-will , and he takes care, 'that neither of 
theſe Aﬀairs do intrench vpon- the- other, nor 
£jadice the other. His Devotion diſpoſes him 
or his boſineſs, 2nd his Diligence in his bulineſs 
renders his acts of Devotion welcome. And it 
is imprudence as well as want of zeal, which 
occaſions the confuſion in Families in theſe mat- 
ters. The uncertainty of Time, or undue fixing 
of other Circnmſtances, doth commonly thru 
out thoſe Exerciſes of Religion, which if+ pru- 
dently. and ſincerely perform®d, would bring a 
blefſing with them both onSoul and Body. But 
of theſe hereafter in a more proper place. 


F Ly vs RoW apply what hath been ſaid on this 
cad. 


Firſt; By way of Reproef. 

1. Of the great Judiſcrerion of many even Godly 
and well-meaning Tradeſmen, that do greatly Err 
in ſome or other of the foreſaid Caſes. It's 
true, . this fault is not ſo criminal as many others ; 
for youl ſay, no Man can have more Wit or 
Pradence than God hath given him ;, every Man 
is not. born a Philoſopher. But I ſay, many Men 
might have more Wiſdom, than they. had at firlt. ; 
they might have improv'd their lingle Talent, 
and made it double: For as there is Wiſdom 
infus'd, fo there is Wiſdom acquir'd by means 
which God hath appointed ; and for the want 
hereof, he may juſtly puniſh you in this World, 
however ye may eſcape in the next. Hence pro- 


ceed the ruines of ſo many Famllies ; the dans 
is 


his Wife and Childeea brougy 19.0022ry, Here 
es one ia Jail for Syretilbap, another tor hauntr? 
kd Companys yondex*s ang feat to. Jamaica by 
kving : his — SEAT Fi (Fant of 
Keeping and. ca £ UD-I68 - $» lone. for 
truſting, others for tradigg to9 hizh. All which 
wight bave been prevented, if Men. would ej. 
CORY their ow, Or conſul 
3nd be ruled by their wiſer Frizzds. © that the 
Shipwrack of others might be as mars to the 
reſt} That theſe Pulars of Sar right faſon il 
other Tradeſmen to the End of the \Varld ! 

2. But all this gives na-countenance, but ra- 
ther reproves the Carna Policy of Ungodly Trade: 
men, who, reſolving to be rich, will compa; 
their Ends,tha it be by the pndoing others, and of 
their own Souls. That have the ſubcilry of the 
Serpent without the innocence of the Dove ; who 
have learned all thecunning, tricks Sajan or his WM w 
inſtruments can inſpire them-withal, and fo are Ml 4 
able to turn and wind thei eaſy and well-mear- WM + 
ing Neighbour. This is Wi{dan from beneath, 
and however you may thrige with it for a mo- if ve 
ment, yet ye fight againſt God, whoſe Juſtice I þ, 
will find you out ; oftentimes in this World, Wl Fx, 
Prov. 20. 21. An Inheritance may be gotten baſtily Ml ns 
« the begirging : but the end thexeo bal mb C 
bleſſed. Bar befare, without Repentance, in the WW a 
never-ending World. Azd wpat will jt proj « Ml x: 
Man to gain the whole Warld, and laſe bis gwn Soul? I v 


Secondly ;, By way of Exhortation. Then 1+ i 
bour ( all Trad;fmen)) for this Gady Wi/dor. It WH þ 
may ftand you in mare ſtead than all your ket 

all 
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n& alt your Friends. A: Man's Viefdom makgth 
his face to ſhine - It makes hun amiable, it: makes ' 
kim uſefal. But: bow ſhall we obtain-it ? 

Anſw. 1.. Beg it of God James 1. 5. If any. 
of you lack M/iſaom, let hy 45k it of God, that giveth - 
to-all Men labexally and upbrasderh not, and 4 ſhall be 
riven him. Say not, I am a weak Man, a finfub 
Man ; he gweth to: all Men: Say not, b am &x+: 
treamly fooliſh,ard I need more than E have hopes 
to get ; for he grueth liberally - Say not again, F 
have received abundance of . Mercy already, and 
have not 1mproved the Parts he pave me; well, 
ask ftill, for he upbrasdeth not, and x ball be given 
yoww. This courte Salowow took, 1 Kags 3. 5. 
when he was entrirg upon þ1is Calling ; and the 
Lord readily gave it him, and throw him in Riches: 
and Honour beſides. 

: i onſult wiſe Men, For the Lord giveth 
Wiſdom ?tis true, but not by inſpiration, but in 
the uſe of means : The long Obſervations of 0- 
thers may be made yours in a few days, if you 
would be willing to learn. Do not think that 
you can graſp el} the ways and rules of Prudence 
by your own Skill : Prov. 12. 15. The way of 4 
Fool is right in his own Eyes : but he that hearkeneth 
wto Counſel, 1s wiſe * not only he that giyes 
Counſel is wiſe, but he that hearkenerh to It. 
And therefore be ſure that ye- conſort with fuck 3 
rather chuſe to be learning among the wiſe, than 
vaunting your ſelves among the fooliſh. He 
that watketh with wiſe Men, ſhall be wiſe, as.ye 
heard before ; but a Companion of Fools ſhall be dex 


3, Study 
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* 3. Study for 'it'in the uſe of proper mean, 
Read God's Word, wherein are the mines of 
all true Wiſdom, and particularly the Book of 
Proverbs, which 1s a Collection of ſuch wiſe Oþ- 
ſervations .as.may be applied to all particular 
caſes. Read alſo ſuch other good Books, where- 
of there is ſtore, to make you wiſe. But add 
- withal ſcrious confideration of men and things, 

whereby you will vaſtly improve in godly Wi. 
dom; for every thriving and decaying Trad: 
z23an will be a Book, to teach you ſomething: 
Prov. 24. 32» Then I ſaw and conſidered it well, 
[ that is, the Vineyard of the ſlothfal ] 7 looked 
«pon "it, and recezved: Inftruttion. Which brings 
- me tothe ſecond Reguiſite, conducing to the right 
mainaging of a Trade or Calling. 


te 


SECT. 2. 


Of Diligence in a Trade. 


-A' ND the ſecond Reguiſite in a Trade is Dil- 
A. gence. About which, 1. I ſhall deſcribe 

the Nature, 2. The Objeit of it: 3. Some 

Indicements tO it. 4. Make ſome Application. 


Ferſt ,, For the Nature of it. It is 4 Chriſtian 
V, ertae,  di[pofung #8 Man to uſe hu greateſt Skill, 
Care, and Strength in his Calling. It differeth 
wot in ſubſtance from the ſame moral Vertue 

Py among 
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amang the Heathen 3 but that, in a Chriſtian 
. there is a better: Root: whence it grows, and that bt 
8:ſantified Heart, a Conſcience that ſtands in 
.awpof God, and ſo cauſes the Man to ſtand in 
aweof-it. * And alſo he hath a higher Endin his 
-Pizgence, and thar 1s the Glory of God and'the 
ane 8 of . others, and not meerly for his own 
credir'or advantage. Whereas the induſtrious 
_Pagany as he; knows not God, 'ſo he cares not for 
kim; but felf i; ar the beginning, felf is. at the 
- middle; and. {Hlf is at theend of all his Care and 
«Pains ;, - and the -unſanified Chriſtian is little 
better, but rather worſe, becauſe he hath greater 
light, and yet lives not up to. it. That which 
-Aftingsiſhes-it- from other Vertves is, that it con- 

-fiſts 3n imploying -all a Man's Skill, Time, Cave, 

and Strength in a ſober and: moderate meaſure 

-10 his Calling 3--and fo the extream on the one | 
. hand 1s Jdlemeſs and Careleſsneſs, together-with 

.a buſying ones ſelf with other«Mens matters ; l 
.and on the other hand, smmoderare carking, and | 


flaviſh d»dging. © Diligence walks between theſe 
extfeams. Next to. the ſaving his Soul, his care \ | 
and buſineſs is to ſerve God in this Calling, and x 
+ todrive it as far asit will go : for he knows that " 
: his ſtrength and: time are lent him for that por- 'n 
poſe; and that whatſoever are imployed - 4 
© wie, ron waſte. : In ſhort, the Diligent Man F 
} Wakes all the convenient haſte he can, to diſparch 4 
his:work upon Earth, that he may the ſooner be li 
in Heaven: 2: ULIV HY £1290 ; | 
oti; Syronaly | This Dilgence,as to the Extent of its 

cm theſe following Particulars. aan p | 
W Lo 
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1 41; 14+ the ;ferioe | Pmplaying all the *Baculties | 
our | Mand. -abont your \Frave and Calling, hl 
rFancies, your Underſtandings, your /Memoris, 
airfd-all 6hcadquired Improvements of :them, ar; 
ill to be laid/nut theran. dn -thar, Prov. 27. 2, 
where: the Holy - Ghoſt commands 'that Men-he 
whiggent, heraddsinithe Hebr. Ser:thy Heart toth 9 
-fderds, $0-that whatever :fagacity tof Min, 
-depth -of »|adgment, » quickneſs ' of Inventinh, 
«fhundneſs '6f Zonfideration' you are maſters, 
Hhontd 'be (here (itnployed. -And' tho in ſonic 
<Fradeiithere' be leſs need and: uſe i of theſe (than 
-tnothers; | yer there) is-no Calling, but unpley 
that 


;hient mayibe .had for: every vne of / them. 'A 
Dt 1a:1gteat commendation''to! any "Man, it 
dating; «a \rich)Earicy, /a clear :Uliwerſtanding,': 
-{tfopng Mcemoryyinſtead of abufingt hem to Sin, or I 5% 
-mſ{irgploymg) theman tmacters:foreign'to his buſ- 
MG,rhEwmproves.them to theurment in his Cal- P 
T 
| 
* 


-lng;hbow- men fooeer: And that this is your Du- 
iry-1s manitelbindurthar, bEclceſ,g. 10. What ſorver 
yt band foot tinale, de iromith thy wn ght ;\ for ther 
w8:30iW ori rar Dewee, wor Knowledg, nor Viſdon 
bn: the: Gradembinherivbou goeft. ? 

2-12. «Þhib Daligeropetmregithe aptoying- all: yo 
Strength oft my 1112 \ then bufingſs. (1 (your Tr ads, 
-ravo you-afirm Conſiration, va vigorous Nevve, 
AMble- Atm, a'ftrenuous 1Back ?=2ll 'rheſe: inſt 


y 
x 
o 
7 
rfexve God impour! Eutlings3ofor be Hath nrrulted 


eYoir/wih 'this:Strempals forrphis end, -Ancthis 
13 eſpecially requiſite in the time of :yourti! 88d 
health : God having ordained: thoſe honeſt*Lv 
as +to pronde-yorizitivelioot for the 
Body, andtopreveut —— _—_——_ 
BY <1 a 


a. IR fg 
s. 'the felfalciviousz that 
thoſe'exubtrant Spirits, 
| prto break forth' m—_ 
by: lg bole ad old 'Ape w 
"ew w40 bow! fed aainl 
"thoſe ' that Iobk; out 'at the 
1 rr Tr's/trte,cGed doth notre- 
ftt ery rove.that Men: ſhould ſoextrauſt their 
theHb6trs of thett' Calling, that chey 
oY C fpiritl&fs ih His iinimediare? ſervice; when - 
their wark'ts dbhe*; bor obſervinguthar: modery- 
nh I iiti' everything tequilir, -they ſhoudd 
OL thts ſtrength in theaffairs 
ling 3 Knowing: that' God' arceprs cheer 
val | by Food and Reſt -recruit/thiem 
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-evident,that the-conſciencious Tradeſman is bows 
- (if health permits him) to be.ſtirring early aboy 
- his lawful occakons, or Ep thercin with 
 chearfal diligence al) the. day long, except ſuck 
[time as his Soul or Body , mult be refreſhed. Fa 
.the neceſſary Dues of Relj on, as they ty P hol, 
-bux 2 lixtle time, ſo they loſe.none 3 and mode. chi 
-rate refreſhment mult be allowed. But as Prayer te 
and Provender - hinder a ſo Meal and 77, 
:4Aattens gain time, and waſte 1t not. The Dil-W 4, 
gent Tradeſman hath always ſomething, to. do ſl gi 
'either" to. lay.in or to lay out,yeither to be Ieary maj 
- ing or teaching z his Shop or his Books ,are al aly 
-ways callinghun- , He is as wary in his expence Wl toc! 
of: Time as of, Money, knowing that his Tomei the 
+but ſharr;. ſhort for .the work he hath to do, fo 29a 
his Soul, for h's Livelihood, . for his Family, for Wo 
- his Friends, and for the Publick : And that it s Wyn 
: Alſo. wncerrainh., For Man Alſo kyowerb not his time, 4 Wat 
: the Fiſhes that are taken'in an; evil Net ; Ecclel, g. nitz 
-12. Tha = is lurki n ſome part or other I}, q| 
+of; his Body, ;and NN cold comfort, if it __ 


aire him our; f.his = ali But, Bleſſed, is the iy; 
_bervant when 


&ervant, 3 Lord, woen he comerh, ſhall find and 
ofa. doing <... 46-; ,He,-conſiders alſo that (the 
—_ when). wan. is irrecaverable, 2:00 phi as | 
+AQT 1 cars, 205 tch it back again: 

k at bY: might haye been 
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be undone himſelf both here and hereafter, 

4. The Tradeſmar?s Diligence cooſiſts, ia Laying 
bold of Opportwnities. For it a Man be neyer {0 in- 
duſtrious and painful, yet unleſs he be watchful 
K tvobſerve his Oppotrunity, and then ſwift to lay 
MF hold thereon, he 1s wanting in the diligence re- 

quiſit for him. For oft-times great matters may 
Bbedone in a ſmall junCture of time. Hence ſome __ 
Tranſlations render that, Prov. 22. 29. Seeff 
thou a Man diligent in bis buſineſs ;, ready and 
ſwift. As there are ſonictinies ſhreds of rime, that 
thay be improy*d to great advantage ; ſo eſpeci- 
anities, which if caught by the fore- 
lock, will pay for all the cate and watching for 
thetn; and if flipt, may never preſent themſclyes 
again, The fooliſh Yergins had a proper ſeaſon 
to have ſtor'd themſelves ſuſhciently with Ol, 
but then trifling and ſleeping ,. they could after- 
wards get none for love nor money. Opportu- 
nity is Wind and Tide ; an Aﬀair tranſacted in 
2 due ſeaſon, is diſpatch'd with eaſe. The dili- 
gent Tradeſman obſerves theſe, and ſo fails with 
Wird and Tide. To every thing there is a ſeaſon, 
and a time to every purpoſe under the Heqven. And 
therefore is care requilit in a diligent man, as well 
a$ labour 5; and many thoughts more uſeful, than 
many words. Thus the Kingdom of Heaven 1s com- 
pared, Matth. 13.45. to a Merchant-man ſeeking 
goodly Pearls ;, who when he had found One Pearl of 
erear price, he went and ſold all that he had, and 
bought that Pearl. He ſpied his Opportunity,and 
urock in with it to his great Advemtogy : and io 
nafk the diligent 77adeſman do, in wiiat ever ca- 
Rcity he be, always provided that be build _ 
d'< as G 
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his Gain on others Ruins, nor purchaſe his pri- 
vate Advaritage with prejudice to the Publick. 
5. This Diligence is ſhewn, In T aking a due car 
in theſe that ſeem leſſer matters. Many ſmall mat- 
ters amount to what 15 conſiderable at length. A 
mean Cuſtomer attended, and pleaſed, ſhews the 
way to 7 greater. The diſdaining to get,or ſave, 
or mind things of ſmall value, is often puniſh'd of 
God, by bringing ſuch proud and careleſs ones 
to a'morſel of Bread. When the Creature groan 
ur.der one Man's vanity or abuſe, the Lord hears 
it, and uſually transfers it to another, who wil 
uſe it better. Plain and notable is that paſlage of 
our bleſſed Saviour, Joh. 6, 12. when there were 
only ſome fragments left of five Loves and to 
Fiſhes, which had fed five thouſand People ;, and 
thefteby one would think had done their part; 
yer he appoints his own Diſciples, to gather up 
the Fragments that remain, that nothing be lt, 
Now 1t 1s one thing to be thus wary, out of a 
penurious gripple humour , ard another when it 
15 out & a conſciencious reſpect to all God's Crez- 
tures, and a diligent care to put every thing to 
its be{t ule; as. It's \ ery likely that Chriſt cauſed 
theſe Fragments to bt reſerved for. thoſe that 
needed'them. And a conſtant and careful reſpet 
to ſuch/ſmall mattcr-, will render a man able to do 
much more good, than a heedleſs perſon ſhall do, 
tho he be of a larger eſtate. God has promiſed, 
that to him that hath , ſhall be given; namely t0 
him that hath but cwo T alenrs, and improves them, 
they ſhall increaſe to four. I mean, not. by this 
partict]ar to Sera 4 any Sordidneſs, .or ut 
teemly Parſimony z but a due regard. to thok 
JR. |: THE ſmaller 
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ſmafſer matter:, on which greater do depend, 
& which by ſome few rep-titions amount to 

By 4 due care hereof, many Pcrſons have 
atfain'd to a great Eſtate, and have done a great 
dzal of good with it. 

6. This Diligent Care conſiſts, In Rejefting thoſe 
Avocations which would divert you from your Aﬀ airs. 
In general, you ſhould indeavour to be a+ much 
i your Shops, Ware-houſes, or places where 
your moſt conſtant bufineCſ; is, as poſhbly you 
can: yea, ye ought to delight to be there, as 
erery thing doth to be in its place, and to be 
reſtleſs when you ar< neceſlitatcd thence, until 
your return thereunto. For there 1s your place, 
where you may moſt confidently cxpect the Pre- 
ſence and Bleſſing of God. Where did Peter ard 
Andrew and Fames and John meet with Chriſt, 
but in! their Ships, fiſhing or mending their Nets ? 
As therefore'it muſt be a weighty Cauſe, that will 
excuſe the Clergy-man in his Non-reſtdence, if .&yer 
his Conſcience do conſider that repeated cifoe 
to Peter, Feed my Sheep + Jch. 21. 17. So muſt it 
de conſiderable matter that will juſtify a Tradeſ- 
mar"; pleaſing and repoſing himſelf at his Country- 
houſe, while hiz Aﬀairs and Family at home are 

at ſixes and ſevens. How many hopeful 
Toutht have been undone hereby, being lett by 
their Maſters to their own wills, ard ſo in that 

appy opportunity trapan'd either by bad Men 
or Women unto all kind of Sins ? Hath the 44:- 
mfer the charge of Soul: in his Place, which being 
T perſonal Truſt, cannot be devolz*d upon anc- 
kr; and fo have you in your Family > your 


Apprentices” Parents confiding in your perſonal 
| | G2 worth 
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worth and care, have intruſted their Children 
with you; and wo to you, if by your Non-reſi. 
dence they miſcarry. If you be grown too high 
for your Trades, or that they be. grown too 
hard for you, it 1; better to reſign them unto 
more diligent hands, than to neglect them to the 
ofence of God, and hurt of others. 

This Diligence will alſo guard you againſt fre- 
quent, and needleſs frequenting of Taverns, Ale. 
houſes, and Coffee-Houſes, where a great deal of 
Money is walted, a great deal of Sobricty is 
loſt, and a great deal of Time is ſquandred 
away, which ſhonld be imployed in your Callings. 
It is hard to determine how far ſuch Converſe 
may bez permitted ; but ir 1s not hard to perceive, 


that many Tradeſmen exceed thoſe Bound:, 


which, I do not ſay Religion, but a reaſonablz 
Diligence. doth allow. And how many, which 
ſhould be found in their Shops, muſt be ſought 
in the Tavern; and others when they ſhould be: 
worſhipping God in due ſeaſon in their Families, 
are loitering away their time in Coffee-houſes ; 
| wherein, tho there be no Law to reſtrain, they 

have no Superior to call th:m to account ; yet 
there 1s an holy God who will enter into Judg- 
ment with them, if they do not repent, that 
IS, amend, / 

The ſame Diligence reſtrains you alſo from 
needleſs and fruitleſs Yiſies. A due performance 
of theſe, is not only neceſſary in order to buſi- 
nefs, but alſo ro the preſcrving and cultivating 
of Friendſhip and Alliance ; but then Religion 
teaches Men to improve thoſe civil Offices, to our 
own and others greateſt gocd ; either by giving 

or 
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or receiving ſome good Counſel or needful Com- 
fort ; but it 1s the idle and uſcleſs Viſits, which 
the diligent Man avoids ; the Viſits which are 
ſpent in ranſacking all the affairs and faults of 
thcir Neighbours or Acquaintance, in correcting 
the Miſcarriage of Church and State, in judging 
and condemning Perſons that are abſent, and fo 
cannot make their own defence : Such as theſe, 
1 Tim. 5. 13. Wanaring about from -houfe to houſe ; 
not only idle, but Tatlers alſo and Buſi-bodies, ſpeak- 
ing things which they ought net, The Diligert 
Man gves his Viſits, but commonly they are ſhort, 
{:rious and chearful, whereby he may both leave 
a ſavour of Goodneſs behind him, and a deſire 
in h's Friends to injoy him again. 

This Diligence allo excludes all bewitching Pleg- 
ſuresand Recreatins, which would diſtract you from 
your bulineſs. Such asare lawful,neceſlary, and ſea- 
{onable you may admit ; but if they inſ{nare your 
Heart, or incroach u7on your buſineſs, you mult 
rejett and anſwer them, as Nehemiah did, Neh. 6 
3. am doing my work, ſo that I cannot come 
dn: why Fowl the Work, ceaſe, whilſt I leave 
;t and come down to you? Plcaſures have their 
charms, but he that feareth God, ſhall eſcape 
them all. The diligent Man uſ<th them, as Sauce 
to reſtore his Stomach, palled with poring on his 
balineſ; ; and therefore a touch of thzm ſcrves 
hi; turn. He taſtes them as the Dogs of Egypt 
do the Water of N:1u, with great caution, leſt 
the Crocodiles devour them. But I nave ſpoken 
ſomewhat abour theſe before. 

Laſtly, This Diligence will re{train all unica- 
{onable Devotion, Far be it from me to dil- 
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courage th2 Exerciſes of Piety : TT his Chmate is 
grown cold enough 11 then. Burt ther? is a pre- 
roſterous Zeal in ſome Tradeſmen, 2nd Women eſp:- 
cially, which draws th2m to neglect one Calling to 
further anothzr. But the diligent Man contiders, 
that Ged in hi» great Wiſdom appointed the ſix 
days for Work, and a ſeventh for Reſt... And 
tho upon extraordinary occalions we may and 
ought to devote {5rae"of this time to ſacred pur- 
poſs, as in cal- of Sol:mn Faſts and Feaſts; and 
to an induttrious Tradeſman may redcem by his 
Dilizence fone other hours, as for the Refreſh- 
ment of h:s Body, fo. for the inriching his Soul, 
by r=d:ng, hcaring, and prayer ; vet it 1s no 
viny juitifhzblc, to neglect a Man's necetiary At- 
faire, non pretince of religious Worthip ;, to 
It ncccityy Work be n:den? :t homsz, - juſt 
Debts unp:id abroad, the Family lIangutih for 
wart of Providence, th2 Shop . Ianguiſh for 
want of h's Preſence ; whil: h: runs from oze 
opportunity to another, till hi Eſtate be weakned, 
ai.d hz Crid't fink. Doubtle(s there 15 a mca- 
| ſte to b. obſerved in thoſe things, and uſually a 
Men ?S boind to pray a id hear no more than will 
confiit, 1. With hi; AG:l:y of Body; for if the 
Buckt dz once broken, it w:ll carry no Water. 
2. Vithlu, lard Calliz7, for tarrein Ged 15 tru- 
I: f-reed. 3. With time ro meditate on what he 
I-ars; for one Duty muſt never exclude another, 
12 Lnat doth nothing but hear, will grow deaf 
with hezriag z end thoſe holy Exerciſes are but 
mers, th-erd 1s {ill nobler, which is to live ſc- 
berly, rigireonſly, and god'y ia this preſent Werld. 
And 10 much for the Particulars, whzrein this 
Ditzerxc l> £S:mplitied. Thrid- 
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Thirdly ; The Indiccments which are proper 
to diſpoſe the Tradeſman to this Diligence ar2: 
theſe. 

1. It is matter of Duty. Thoſe places men- 
tiond in Prov. 27.23. and Eccleſ. 9. 10. pur it 
out of doubt. Yea th: Holy Gho#t doth link it 
together with the holieſt Actions :. Nor flothful 
in Buſineſs, fervent in Spirit, ſerumg the Lord , 
Rem. 12.11. Ye are as truly bound to be dili- 
gent in your Bulineſs, as to be fervent in Prayer ; 
and it's intimatcd thcre, that you ſ{zrve the Lord 
in both, and conſequently it 15 a real Sin, both 
to be bewailed and amended, to be negligent in 
your Callings, as to be lukewarm 1a your Prayers. 
And in the Fourth Commandment Gcd doth as 
well command Diligence in your Work on the 
fix days, as Seriouſneſs on the S2bbath, and pro- 
pounds his own Example to the ſame purpoſe ; 
For in ſix days the Lord made Heavin and Earth. 
And tho he ccaz?d creating, yet he 1s working 
ſtill : Joh. 5. 17. My Father worketh hitherto, and 
I work, His Eyes are continually running to and fro 
thorowout the whole Earth. to ſhew himſelf ſtrong m 
the behalf of them whoſe Heart 1s per febt towards him : 
2 Chron. 16. 9. $9 that hers th? Command and 
Example of God himſelf for Diligence, : 

2. [ti; matter of Safety. An honelt Induſtry 1s 
an excellent Preſervative both from Sinand Darger. 
Moſt Men's Temptations overtake them, when 
they be out of their Imployment, cr negligent in 
it. When gcod David had bcen ſleeping in the at- 
ternoon, and walking too idly afterward, 2 Sam. 
11.2, then did he fall into that Tempration, that 
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coſt him ſo dzar. You know the ſtanding Pool 
corrupts, the un-employed Harneſs ruſts ; but 
he that is # the way of his Yecation, 1s molt our 
of the way of Temptation. So it is alſo in caſe 
of Danger ;, if any Miſchief hover over a Man, 
it is likelieſt to ſ:1ze npon him, while h2 is neg- 
lizent in his Vocation. When ſhbaſherh was ly- 
ing on his Bed at noon, Baanah and Rechab ſmote 

=, him under the fifch Rib, 2 Sam. 4. 5. In all 
likelihood, it had fared b2ttcr with theſe tmo 
Princes, if they had been ſtudying and doing thz 
Duty of Magiſtratzs, inſtead of repaling them- 
ſelves upon their Beds. Let the Tradeſman lzarn 
from others harms to prevent his own, up and 
b2 doing, and the Lord is engaged to b- with 
you, 
' 3. Inreſpelt of Benefit. Ged doth uſually blcfs 
the diligent Man with Plenty. The Hand of the 
diligent maketh rich, Prov. 10. 4. For the thoughts 
of the diligent tend only to Plenteouſneſs ;, Prov. 21. 
5. Now a plentiful Eſtate is deſirable, ,provid<d 
it be for right ends. If Riche; and Honour be 
zood for you, Diligence is the means to compaſs 
them : Prov. 22. 29. Sceſt tho a Man diligent in 
his Buſineſs : he ſhall ſtand before Kings, be ſhall not 
ftand before mean; Men : That is, he is lit for the 
higheſt Offices ; he may aim at them, he is likeli- 
eſt ro obtain them. We ſee Princes chuſe out 
induſtrious Men for their Scrvice; 1 Kings 11.28. 


And Solomon ſeeing the younz Man ( viz. Jcrobo- 


am ) that he was induſtrious ( or as the Margin 

from the Hebr. that he did work, or take pains ) 

| he made bim Ruler over all the Charge of the Houſe of 
. * Joleph; and you know how great he grew. if 
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Princes ſee Men to be only wiſe, they ſuſpett they 
will be too conceited ; if high-ſpirited, too turbu- 
lent ; if honeſt and conſcientious, too difficult ; if 
popular, dangerous z bur if diligent, they are fit 
to be imployed. Now tho the ordinary Tradeſ- 
man never expects any .grcat Office or Prefer- 
met 3 yet certainly his Induſtry puts him into 
the road of all the Preferment whereof he is ca- 
pable ; Iſa. 23. 8. Whoſe Merchants are Princes, 
whoſe Traffiquers are the Honourable of the Earth, -- 

4. In reſpett of Comfort. There is a certain 
ſecret C:risfattion of Mind, that always attends 
:n honeſt Diligence. The Sleep of a laboring Man 
is ſweet, whether he eat little or much : Eccleſ.5;12. 
He hath been doing the duty of his Calling, and 
that comforts him. I appcal to your own Con- 
ſciences, and to evety Man's Experience, whe- 
ther you find not more inward Peace and Comfort 
at night after you have been diligently imployed 
in your Calling, than when you have trifled there- 
in. And any croſs which bcfalls you is better 
born, when 1t finds you in your Imployment, 
than when out of it. And if by the wiſe Pro- 
vidence of God you do not by your Induſtry 
obtain abundance ; yet you have this comfort, of 
having done your Duty, whith is the chicfeſt 
ground of all juſt Satisfaction. 


Fourthly;, The fourth thing then upon this 
Head is to make ſome »ſeful Improvement hereof, 
which 1s, p 

Reproof, 
By ; Counſel, 


1. This 
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1. This deteCts and reproves the baſeneſs and 
"finfulneſs of 1dleneſs and Sloth, whether it be in 
point of Care, or of Labour. The holy Ghoſt by 
the hand of the Wiſe-Man doth frequently lah 
this ſort of Men. Prov. 26. 13, 14, 15, 16. The 
flothful man ſaith, There is a Lion in the way, a Lion 
m the ſtreets : he fancies danger and difficulties 
where there are none. Then, As the Door turneth 
pon his Hinges, ſo doth the Slothful upon his Bed : 
The Slothful hideth his Hand in his Boſom,t grizveth 
bim to bring it again to his Mouth, And yet after 
all this, The Slurgard 1s wiſer in his own conceit, 
than ſeven Men that can render a Reaſon. And 
herein h2 did not beat the Air : For there were 
then, and are now, numbers of idle Companions, 
idle Tradcſ{men, like thoſe Cretzans, Tit. 1. 12. 
that were evil Beaſts, ſlow Bellies, therefore evil 
becauſe idle. Coe to their Shops in the day, they 
are abroad ; the Prentice ſaw not his Maſter ſince 
eleven of Clock ; knock at theit Doors at eleven 
at night, they are at the Coffece-houſe ; come in 
'the Morning, th:y are in bed. Is this to be dili- 
gent jn vour buſineſs ? Is this doing what your 
. hand findeth to do, with all your might ? How will 
you account for your Time, and Strength, and 
Parts ? Why ſtand ye thus idle in the Markct- 
place ? Where are th2 old Roman Cenſores morum, 
Officers who were to examin? and puniſh thoſe 
that ſpent much, and labour'd little ? It is ſaid of 
the Manna, that if it were not gathered early, it 
melted : They that 101d their Beds, ſtarv'd their 
Belli's. This courſe will load you with Guilt, 
and eale you of your Eſtate ; no Calling ſo high, 
but Sloth wi!l impoveriſh; none ſo mean, but 
Diligence 
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Diligence will inrich. 7 was by the Field of the 
Slothful, and by the Vineyard of the Man woid of 
Underſtanding : You ſee the idle Man'and the 
Fool are wrapt in the ſame Cloak. And lo, i 
was all orown over with Thorns, and Nettles had co- 
wered the face thereof, and the Stone-wall thereof was 
broken down. Then I ſaw, and conſidered it well, I 
locked upor: it and received Inſtruftion. Tet a little 
Sleep, alittle Slumber -——S0 ſhall thy Poverty come 
as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed 
Man : Prov. 24. 20, &c. O- learn-by others 
Ruine to Prevent your own. Conclude that 
Sweat 13 better than Tears, Wearineſs bet- 
ter than Hunger, ard aking Bones than a galPd 
Conſcience. It was holy Mr. Carter's farewel 
charge to a Scholar, Cave faſtum, ignaviam, Anti- 
chriſtum. Ard one of the three things that 
wiſe Cato was ſ2id to repent of, was, thar ever 
he had ſpent an idle day. 


2. Be perſwaded then, 

(1.) To be diligent in your Callmgs : You have 
excellent Patterns ſet before you, the great Ged at 
wcrk every day every where. Feſus Chriſt went 
zbout dcing good : Slipt his Breakfaſt to be at his 
Work; Mat. 21. 18, 23. wav'd his Dinner to 
diſpatch it, Joh. 4. 6, 34. Behold the Sun al- 
ways in motion, and rejoyceth in it, as a ſtrong Man 
torinarace; Pſil. 10.5. The Moon and Stars, 
the Sea, the Rivers, all Creatures buſy : Yea, goto 
the Ant, thou Sluegard, conſider her ways and be wiſe. 
You haveexcellent Promiſes for your Encourage- 
ment, and ſevere Threatnings to awake you 
you have nndenioble Inſtances of ſuch as have 


been 
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been raiſed by their Induſtry, and of ſuch as have 
\ bzenruin'd by Idleneſs : you have all Reguiſites ty 
inable you: you -have Brains, and Arms, and 
Health, there*s nothing wanting but an Hearr. 
Shake off then the Lethargy that hath bznun'd 
you, mind your Bulineſs, revive your Love to 
your lawful Calling ; reckon your ſ:lves to be 
moſt eaſy and happy in your Shops and Buiineſ, 
and drive the Nall while it is get 12. Bur dirc&t 
all to a right end, the Honour of God, the Pub- 
lick Good as well as your Private Commodity,and 
then every ſtep and ſtroke in your Trade is ſanCti- 
fied. You are working for God, who will b2 ſure 
to reward you to your Hearts content. 

Wirhal, you muſt beware, le{t this Dil:;gence 
degnerate either into ſinful carking, or into im- 
moderate pains, whereby either the Soul or Body 
ſhould be oppreſt ; for whatſoever is gain'd there- 
by, contraCts a Curſe which comes along with it, 
and without Repentance and Amendment, none 
of it ſhall ever do you, nor your Poſterity any 

ood. Behold is it not of the Lord of Ho##s, i that 
ts, by way of juſt Judgment ) that the People jhall 
ur in the very Fire, and weary themſelves for 
very Vamty ? Labour in the Fire, and yer tor 

very Vanity ! Hab. 2. 13, 
| And one other Caution yet, Let not your Di- 
gence 1n your. earthly Callings, thruſt out the 
Service of God. For this, was Martha reprov'd, 
Luke 10. 41. Martha, Martha, thou art careful, 
and troubled about many things ;, but one thing 1s need- 
ful. You have a Soul as well az a Body; and 
both muſt live, and conſequently muſt be fed : 
and the Bleſſing of God muſt be daily ſought, 
without 
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without which all your Diligence will be ineffeCtu- 
al ; ye cannot- be rich whether God will or not. 
Obſerve that, Prov. 10. 4, 22. In the 4b Verſe, 
The hand of the Diligent maketh rich ;, but in the 
22d Verſe, The Bleſſing of the Lord it maketh 
rich, and he addeth no Sorrow with it. Now God's 
Bleſſing and Man*s Diligence are not oppos'd one to 
another, but ſ#bordinate to one another ; that as 
the principal caxſe, this as the ordinary means 
23 the Phyſician, Skill and the Patients Care. It is 
only the Bleſſing of God, that ſupplies--you with. 
natural Abilities, both inward and outward. 
It is he that giveth thee power to get Wealth ;, Deut. 
8. 18. He governs and directs the Hearts of 
others ; he ſpeakes a good word for them to the 
Conſcience of thy Neighbour : He proſpers thy 
Endeavcurs ; for all Second Cauſes depend upon 
the Firſt both in their being and in their work- 
ing : He rules all thoſe Circumſtances that muſt 
concur to thy. Succeſs; and he preſerves and 
multiplies what thou haſt. Haſt thou not made at 
Hedg about him, and about his Houſe, and about all 
that he hath on every ſide ? thou haſt bleſt the work of 
his Hands,&c. Job 1.10. And without this Bleſſing, 
It is vain for youto riſe up early, to ſit p late, or to 
eat the Bread of Sorrow : Pſal.127.2. And therefore 
allow convenient room for Prayer every day z 
and reckon to go round about by Heaven, 1s the 
next way to Succeſs, in all thy Undertakings z 
this is the way to thrive on Earth, and to be bleſt 
from Heaven. And this leads me to the laft »ſe of 
this Pornt, | 

. (2. If ſuch Diligence be needful about your 
Earthly Callings; How much more 
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t you to be about your Heaver- 
ny lp ſhould riſe betimes to work, how 
much more to pray? If we ſhould ſweat to 
gain the World, what Agonies ſhould we have 
te obtain Heaven? There geving all Dili- 
gence, add to your Faith, Vertue ;, and to Vertue, 
Knowledg : Again,Give Diligence to make your C alling 
and-Elettion ſure ;, 2 Pct.1.5,10, If Riches do nor, 
how ſhould Heaven drop into your Morvth, whilz 
youare {leeping ? What race is gotten without 
ranaing.? What Crown 1s obtain'd without fight- 
ing.? 1 therefore ſo run, not as uncertainly ;, ſo fizhr 
I, not- as one that beateth the Air: 1 Cor. 9. 26. 
As Sloth: is the evident cauſe of Men's Poverty 


here,. ſoit: hath the moſt general and ccrtain In- | 


fluence into Men's 24ſery hereafter : Few Men 
being willing to'be at the pains-to be ſaved ; tho 
all the. labour: in. Religion be accompanied with 
real Sweetneſs, and be like a Scholars Studie-, 
tha, they make his Brain and Back to ake; /yer re- 
reſh. h's Mind, and he had rather ſtudy than be 
idle... What 1; it that hinders Men from reading, 
whereby to get Knowledge ? Sloth. What from 
Prayer ? from atflifting their Souls ? from exa- 
 ming-their Hearts and Ways! Yea, from Conli- 
derationz. or any thing that is difficult to Flofh 
aud. Blocd ? But Sloth. Shake off this baſe Di- 
ſkkmper,,. learn of them that will be rich, what 
palus.they.take; they riſe, they run, they ſweat, 
they arcunwearied for falſe Riches; and ſhall we 
lcpard freeze inthe purſuit of the rrue Riches ? 
In the Name” of God ſtir up thy ſelf, ſtrive to 
enter, in. at' the ſtrait Gate, and work while it is 
» Wheu Night comes no Man can work. Let 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual Diligence accompany your temporal ard 
out-ſtrip it- For that*s the brave Chriſtian, (in 
holy Mr. Dod's Judgment) that can work, hard, 


and pray hard alſo. And ſo much for this ſecond 
Requiſue tO a good Tradeſman, to wit Diligence, 


i --- 
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Of Juſtice in a Trade. 


T HE next Requiſite in a Trade is Fuſtice 5, we 
diſcourſe not here, either of Univerſal Fu- 
ftice, which the Moral Philoſopher reckons to in- 
clude all Vextues in their V/e or Exerciſe ; nor 
of Diſtributive Juſtice, which conſiſts in a due- 
Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments, which 
belongs not to the Tradeſman as ſuch. But of 
that which is called Commutative, which 1s ex- 
erciſed in Dealings between Man and Many; 
and of this alſo not only as it is direted by the- 
Law of Nature, but alſo as it is adopted among 
the Chriſtian Graces, where we ſhall conſider, 


I. The Nature of it. 

IL. The Neceſſity of it. 
HE The Extent of it. 
IV. Make ſome V/e of it. 


1, For 
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I. For the Nature of it. [tis a gracious Habit, 
znclining one conftantly to render to every one their 
Right. Where you ſee, 

1. Its general Nature : It 13 a graciou Habir, 
An Habit, and ſo rooted and fix*d in the Soul, 
and will exert it ſelf when no body is preſent to 
applaud or to diſgrace : an Habit, and ſo readi- 
ly inclining a Man to Actions ſurable to it (clf, 
For nzcither is the Habit within ſifficient, nor 
the As without, they muſt go both together : 
And then a graciow Habit : For tho Moralty 
may reſtrain unjuſt Actions, and ſmooth the out- 
ward Converſation ; yet it cannot breed in the 
Heart a love of Jultice, as it is pleaſing to Gcd ; 
eſpecially when the PraCtice of it croſles a be- 
loved Intereſt : No, that the Spirit of God muſt 
work. For the Fruit of the Sperit, 1s in all Good- 
neſs, and Righteouſneſs, and Truth : Epheſ.5.9. And 
then, 

2. The particular difference of this from other 
gracious Habits is, that this :nclines us conſtantly 
£0 render to every one their Right. It ſuppoſes that 
there is a Property which every Man hath in theſe 
onward things, and that the World lies nor in 
common. And that an intercourſe is neceſſary 
among Men for their mutual. well-being ; that no 
Man can ſo ſubliſt of himſelf, but that he hath 
uſe or need of others. Then ſteps in F#ſtice to 

late all ſuch Negotiations, and teaches, and 
poſes the honeſt Tradeſman to render to every 
one what of right belongeth to him. To Su- 
periours, Inferious, Equals, Relations, and gene- 
rally to every one, that he may be able to {ay 

« wit 
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with holy Paul, 1 have lived in all good Conſcience 
before God, until this day \, Acts 23. 1. 


II. For the Neceſſity hereof. 

1. It is every Man's Duty. For, 

(1.) It is commanded by the Law of Nature. 
Thoſe ſtrictures of Man's primitive Righteouſneſs 
which are left in him, do teach him this. It was 
an Heathen Emperour that made choice of this 
Motto; Quid tibi non vis fieri, alters ne feceris, 
What you would not have done to you, do not 
, to another. Which b:ing rightly underſtood, is 
both the Foundation and the Rule of Juſtice. 
Every Man would deſire to be juſtly dealt with ; 
and is It not equal and reaſonable, to render to 
every man,that which we exp:Ct from every man ? 
It is ſcarce pollible to obliterate this Principle out 
of natural Conſcience : and they that act other- 
wiſe, do overthrow the commen Principles of Na- 
ture and right Reaſon. 

( 2.) It is commanded by the written Law of 
God. This is the tenopr of all the ſecond Table of 
the Moral Law, and is particularly intended 1n the 
eighth Commandment, which ſaith, Thou ſhalt nor 
ſteal. Which is nothing elſe but the reviving of 
the Law of Nature, or a new Edition thercof. 
Other Scriptures are frequent, and expreſs to this 
purpoſe. Deut. 16. 20. That which # altogether 
Juſt ( or, as the Hebrew emphatically, 7«ſtsce, Fu- 
ſticer ) ſhalt thou follow. Which Law 1s ſtrengthned 
with the threatnings of Puniſhment in caſe of dif- 
obedience frequently in the Scripture, ard clear 
laſtances of the Performance thereof accordingly. 
In ſhort, the Righteous God whom we worſhip, 1 

H a 
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a Spotleſs Mirrour and Pattern hereof in himſelf, F 
He is Righteous in all his Ways, Pſal. 145. 17. And 
he tells us, 1 John 3. 7. Let no man deceive you, Te 
that doth Righteouſneſs is righteoms, even as be 1s Righ- 
feons, And the Righteous Lord loveth Righteouſ- 
rieſs, his Countenance doth behold the Upright. Pal. : 
+ 4 Oe T 
( 3.) It commanded by the Law of Chriſt, ® 
Our heavenly Savioxr that died for us, hath own'd | 
and urged this Juſtice. For, he came not ro deſtroy 
the Law, but to preſs it ; and ſo hath enfranchized 
this Adage, Mat. 7. 12. Therefore all things what- | 
ſoever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, do ye cven | 
fo unto them : for this is the Law and the Prophets. 
And when the Apoitle deſcribes the great Deſign | 
of the Goſpel, Ti. 2. 12. Hetells, that che Grace 
of God which bringeth Saluation, bath appeared to all | 
men: teaching us,that denying ungodlineſs and world- | 
ly laſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, towards our ſelves] | 
righteouſly [ towards others] and godly [ towards 
God?) #n this preſent world, Wherein is contain- 
ed the Sum of all praCtical Religion. So that the || 
unrighteous do blot out a third part of the Goſpel, if 
and ſo are unworthy of the Chrif;an Name. 
2. This Faſtice is every Man's Intereſt. It is | 

- the ſound and ſafe way to Proſperity : In that 
Devt. 16. 20. That which is altogether-juſt thou ſhalt 
follow, that thou mayſt live, and inherit the Land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee. Other ways | 
poſlibly may be ſpecdier to Riches, but this is the {| 
ſafe way. Pfal. 5.12. For the Lord will bleſs the 
Righteous, with Favour wilt thou compaſs him as with 
4 Shield, Tho it pleaſe God to ſuffer ſome right 
honeſt Men'to be poor and diſtreſſed in this Life, 


£0 
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toevince that there is a Judgment to come ; yet 
he doth manifeſtly favour others with temporal 
Bleſſings, to ſhew that there 1s a Providence at 
the preſent. And on the contrary, the moſt 


certain way to Croſles, Poverty, Miſery, and 


Hell after all,is Injuſtice. Endleſs Inſtances here- 
of are in every place : Every Aſſizes bears wit- 
neſs hereunto. Ard if there were a Colle&ion of 
all the Irjuries, and the ſhameful Iſſue of them, 
adjudged in theſe Fudicatories year by-year, you 
would ſee a famous Commentary upon the juſt 
Threatnings of God againſt Sins of this kind. 
Beſides, thoſe ſecret Executions done by divine 
Vengeance, ſometimes on the Perſons themſelves, 
and on their Eſtates ; ſometimes on their Poſte- 
rity, In theirs ; which ſecretly moulder away, none 
imagining the cauſe, but only God. A Fire not 
blown ſhall conſume him, it ſhall go ill with him that 
is left in his Tabernacles : Job 20. 26, Upon all 
which accounts, it is highly neceſſary, that the 
Tradeſman be exact and jult in all his ways. 


III. I come in the Third place, to ſhew the 
Extent of this Juſtice, as it is to be exerciſed by the 
Tradeſman. 


1. It conſiſts in performing all = lawful Pro- 


miſes. You ſhould be careful before you promiſe 


any thing, you ſhould be cautious z them ; that 
what you promiſe be lawful and poſſible, or elſe 
you ſin in the yery making ſuch Promiſes. Morg- 
over you ſhould conſider the Equity and Convens- 
ence thereof before-hand z but when your word 
is paſt, tho it be difficult to fulfil it, tho it þx 
prejudicial z you are ſnared by the words of your 

H 2 Mouth, 
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Mouth, and ought, yea tho-there be no witne6 


in the caſe, to make it good. And a Promiſe F* 
or Contratt made by your Servant, whom you Þ: 
have usd to intruft, binds you equally to Per- 
formance, as if 'made by your ſelf : For he whoſe | 


Contract you would adhere unto, if it ſhould 
turn to your Advantage ; you ought not to re- 


cede from, when it turns to your Prejudice. It K 


it given as a zark, of one, that ſhall dwell 1n the 
holy Hill of God. Pſal.15.4. He is one that ſwear- 
eth to his own hurt, and changeth not, And a Pro- 
miſe binds an honeſt Man, as truly as his Oath, 
Theſe are the Bonds of human Society, which 
being diſſoly?d, no Man can truſt, nor rely, nor 
trad? with another. No Man can firmly pro- 
ceed 1n his own Affairs, when they do depend 11 
any wiſe upon ſuch unfaithful Men, who make 
no Conſcience of performing what they have pro- 
miſ:d. Iris true, if a Man have becn cozen'd, ard 
ſo ingaged by a frandulent Bargain into a Promiſe: 
if the Fraud be in the ſubſtance of the thing bar- 
gaind for, as Copper Lace for Gold, or the like, 
the TontradCt is void zpſo. fatto : .for there was no 
-conſent which is necellary in a Bargain, the one 
-fold one thing, and the other bought another : 
But if the Fraud was only in. ſome undiſcern'd 
Circumſtances, or faulty qualities, tho the Seller 
- ought to compenſate the Injury, yet in calc he 
releaſe you not, you-are obliged ; unleſs the De- 
fefts be ſo conſiderable, as do render the Commo- 
"City uſeleſs ; in which caſe you may ſeek your re- 
- Incdy, and caveat emptor the next time. 
This reaches ſuch Handicraftſmen who promiſe 
« to do ſuch a piece of Work ; but tiever heed whit 


they 


Hg ue, JN 


i 
: | 
| 


W 
c 
C 
{ 


| 


, - - . k 
» an is 68 -2Y "_ Cott ES Po : © A 5 OT , : E 


Ch.5. The Tradeſman's (allmg. 101 


they promiſe, and never heed how they perform 
it. T his 1s Jnjuſtsce. 

If you anſwer, That your Purpoſe went along 
with your Promiſe, but that unexpe@ted Acci- 
dents prevented your Performance ; other Work 
of more haſte or profit came in ; you had unfore- 
ſeen Diverſions, &c. I reply; Your Promiſes then 
ought to be conditional, and ſuch as he who im- 
ployeth you will admit of, or elſe you wrong him 
to advantage your ſelf, or to gratify another. 
And if unavoidable neceſſity compel you to fail 
in any Promiſe, apply your ſelf to the Party in- 
jured, indeavour ſomeway to ſatisfie him, and reſ- 
cue your Reputation : For in all theſe breaches of 
Promiſes, beſides the Sin, this Miſchief natu- 
rally reſults from them, that no body at length 
will truſt you, which is next to being buried 
alive. 

And other Tradeſmen, that agree for a Commo- 
dity, but the Market falling, or ſome other Con- 
tingence happening, never come for it. This ts 
Injuſtice, Others ſolemnly promiſe to pay ſuch a 
Sum of Money at ſach a Day ; The Day comes, 
but no Money, nor perhaps any Meſlage to crave 
further time. This 1s Injsſtice. Juſtice requires a 
nw4-99 exactneſs ; elſe all Humane Society 1s 

roken, Conſcience is debauched ; and he that 
commonly breaks his Promiſes to Men, will ealily 
break his'Covenants with God. 

And particularly, this: Juſtice obligeth you to 
pay your Work-folks their Wages, and that at th-ir 
Day, or uſual time for the receipt thereof. No 
Command of God can be more [tri&t and plain 
than that, Deut. 24.15. At his day ( not when 
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ou pl:aſe,or are in the humour,but at his day) thou 
Foal give him his Hire, neither ſhall the Sun go down 
upon it : for he is poor and ſetteth his Heart upon i , 
left he cry againſt thee unto the Lord, and it be Sin 
unto thee, His Belly or Back may want It, or his 
Family may want it, or his Trade may want it; 
or if none of theſe, yet it 1s his, not yours, but 
his when it is earned, and becomes due ; and if 
it be not unjuſt to detain from another againſt his 
will what is his due, there is no ſuch thing as Un- 
righteoufmeſs in the World. See alſo Levrt. 19, 
13. Thou ſhalt not defraud thy Neighbour, nor rob 
bum : the Wages of him that s hired ſhall not abiat 
with thee all mght, until the morning. 

2. This Juſtice is ſhewn im paying your aue 
Debts. The prudent Tradeſman 1s wary how he 
contracts a a and conſiders whether God do 
call him to enter ſuch Obligations ; but when 
they become due, then it is plain Jultice to dil- 
charge them, and to do it as fhearfully as you did 
contract them ; otherwiſe, tho you keep the Pol- 
ſeſſion, yet another hath the Right ; and in de- 
taining it againſt his Will, you are unjuſt. The 
Scripture is clear, Rom. 13. 8. Owe no Man any 
tbing, but to love one another, The buſineſs is not 
whether your Creditor be rich or poor, ( tho it 
be a heavy Aggravation, when the Widow or 
Fatherleſs be defrauded of their due ;, their Tears 
will cry in the Ears of the Lord of Heſts )) but 
Juſtice ſtands in rendring to every one his due,and 
all the while it is with-held, you live in Sin againſt 
God. For every Man is Steward of his Eſtate 
unto God, and he that wrongs a Steward in what 
us Lord has intruſted him, wrongs the Lord 

himſelf 
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himſelf. If you plead Inability, this will be fo 
far from juſtifying your Wrong, that it doth not 
ſo much as excuſe you, unleſs the Hand of God 
hath diſabled you : And then alſo, you ought to 
* uſeall poſſible and lawful Endeayours to make 
* them due Satisfaftion. But take heed of char- 
= ging that upon Gods Providence, which hath been 
7 theeffect of your own Improvidence ; therein you 
? charge God fooliſhly. | 

But there remains one other Offence againſt 


 Tuſtice, which is moſt inexcuſable, which is, Break- 


img upon Deſign. And that 1s, wherr a Tradeſman 
conceals an Eſtate, and counterfeits a Fallure, 
compounds with his Creditors, induces them to 
accept a part of their due Debt for the whole, 
and inriches himſelf with their Spoil; ; How falſe 
and baſe a courſe i3 this? How many damning 
Sins doſt thou wilfully commit, for the compaſling 
a little momentary Gain ? Here?s Lying, here's 
Stealing, here?s notorious Hypocriſy and Diſſem- 
bling, Diſtruſt in God, and Injury to Man. 
How canſt thou hope to eſcape the Curſe of God 
upon thy Soul ? Nay, upon this thy fraudulent 
Eſtate ? is not this the deſrauding thy Brother ? and 
zs not the Lord the Avenger of all ſuch? 1 Theſl.4.6. 
Theſe Men &an have no Refuge, but direCt Athe- 
iſm ; or elſe that Conſcience muſt be in a deep Le- 
thargy, that is not aftrighted with ſuch Threat- 
nings of the Almighty. Bur Ictall ſuch Men know, 
that their Iniquity will find them out, ſooner or 
latter. The Priſons they take, cannot keep out 
either Sickneſs, Terrors, or Death. And that's 
a poor Relief, that only reaches the Body, and 


that alſo but for a few moments, TE 
H 4 3. This 
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3» This Fuſtice conſiſts 1n «ſing exalt Weight, 
and Meaſures. And that not out of fear of the 
- Officers, but out of love to Juſtice. For without 

theſe, ycur Commerce 1: a perfect Cheat ; the Buy- 
er goes away ſatisficd, that he hath.ſo much as he 
bargain'd for, for hi: Money, when indeed he hath 
not. See how punctual the Law of God 1; in this 
matter, Deut. 15.1 3,141 5,16. Thou ſhalt not have 
in thy Bags dvers Weights, a great (-to buy with) 
and a ſmall (to ſell with. ) Thou ſhalt not have in 
thy Houſe divers Meaſures, agreat and a ſmall, But 
| thou ſhalt have a perfett and juſt Weight, a per felt 
and juſt Meaſure ſhalt thou have : that thy days may 
be lengthened in the Land which the Lord thy God 
grveth thee. For all that do ſuch things, and all that 
do unrighteouſly, are an Abomination unto the Lord. 

Here's the Law, and the Sanction : The Law {F 

ſhine; with its own E\1idence ; ſo juſt and ho- | 

neſt, and yet to ſtrengthen it, the greateſt In- | 
couragement 1s given to the Obcdicnce of it, and 
the greateſt Check to the contrary. The Lord is 

a Ged of Juſtice, and there is no Unrighteouſneſs 

In him. Hehatesall ſach Workers of Iniquity. 

And as the Seller ſhould uſe no other but exatt 
Weights and Meaſures ;, ſo the Bayer ſhould be con- 
tented with them, and not delirce or indeavour to 
have more than he buys ; for thereby he ſtrive; | 
to h15 Ability to make them greater, as the Seller | 
would make them leſs, than the Law requires, & 
which 1s equally abominable unto God. For the | 
lame Law of Juſtice and Equity ſhould govern | 
both of them; ard what Arts or Tricks ſocver 
are uſed by cither of them for their own Ad- |} 
vantage, to the Prejudice of the other, are = 
mina 
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minal before the Lord. Hearken what he ſaith, 
Ezeck. 28. 16. Thou haſt defiled thy Santtuaries by 
the multitude of thine Iniquities, by the Iniquity of 
thy Traffique : therefore will 1 bring forth a Fire 
to devour thee, Cc. 

And among other Frauds Falſe Lights are juſfly 
reckon®d ; when Men do ſo contrive the Lights 
in their Shops, as to repreſeit their Commodi- 
ties to be better than they are; when the honeſt 
Chapman comes home, they are quite-another 
thing. What can be more fraudulent ? It is no 
other than picking thy Neighbour's Purſe of fo 
much as is extorted hereby from him, above the 
real worth of that Commodity. How can you 
rejoyce or ſleep with ſuch diſhoneſt Gain ? Is not 
the Lord the Avenger of all ſuch ? Be not de- 
ceived, God is not. mocked, tho thy harmleſs 
Neighbour be trapan'd. If thy timely Repentance 
and Reſtitution prevent it not, he will take thee 
from thy falſe Lights, and thruſt thee without 
= cr Main-prize into trxe and endleſs Dark- 
Neſs. . 
4. This F«ſtice doth oblige a Tradeſman to the 
right working of all Manufattures. The Municipa! 
Laws indeed, do generally. make excellent Pro- 
viſion for this ; but unleſs Men be under the awe 
of God and their own Conſciences, they may 
ealily ind Evaſions, and trample the Laws un- 
der their Feet. And the Law reaches not to 1n- 
numerable Caſes of this nature. Tho it bind 
him that makes the Cloth, yet it reaches not him 
who makes up the Apparel ;, tho it obligeth him 
that tans the Leather, yet it reaches not him that 
makes up the Shoe ;, and ſo in many other In- 

ſtances; 
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ſtances; now here Juſtice comes in, and teaches 
the Tradeſman to do all ſuch Work for others, 
235 he would chuſe to have them done for khimſclf 
It*s true, it may not be necellary to beſtow e- 


qual care and labour upon each piece of Work ; 


the Stuff, the Price, the defign of it may not 
require it; but Equity requires you to give to 
every Manufacture the Perfection requiſite to its 
kind ; and not through Sloth, or multiplicity of 
Buſineſs, or any other ſelfiſh ' reſpett, render 
things uſeleſs, or unſerviceable. 

Much leſs may you deceitfully thruſt in 2 
baſer Stuff or Metal inſtead of a better ; here- 
by cheating you Cuſtomer in the Price, tho he 
ſhould never come to know 1t, yea, tho it ſhould 
do him equal Service : for this is to impoſe upon 
his Ignorance, and to extort from him a Price 
above the true value of the Commodity. Say 
ot. that the common Price will not allow, that 
you ſhould beitow any more Care or Pains about 
your Work : For it 1s the Slightneſs of the 
Work which in many caſes hath abated the 
Price; which if you would generally reform, 
you might and would in a ſhort time raiſe up the 
Price to the juſt yalue of your Work ; and this 
Tratt is deſign'd to rectify not only one or two 
Tradeſmen, but the Generality ;, and particular- 
ly all ſuch as deſire to walk honeſtly, and to 
procure the Bleſſing of God. 

5- This Juſtice conſiſts in making conſcionable 
Bargains. And herein lies all the Imployment of 
divers Tradeſmen, to wit, in Buying and Selling. 
Now Fuſtice doth incline a Man neither to buy 
too cheap, nor to ſell too dear : but to deal with 

others, 
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* others, as he would deſire to be dealt with. So 


- thathere; 


(1.) It requires only a reaſonable Proportion of 
Gain, from what you buy or ſell. It is not eaſy 
to determine, by any particular ſtanding Rule, the 


{ meaſure of that Gain which a Tradeſman may 
| receive. For It cannot always be meaſured, by 
' what the Commedity Co## him, which he is about 


"ov — a 
WS 2 4a a oo tall ; 


* toſell; fith he might by ſurprize or otherwiſe 


buy 1t too dear,and why ſhould another pay for his 
Folly ? Cr he might by ſome ſpecial Providence 
obtain at an under-value ; and, why ſhould he 


2 caufeleſly make another partaker of his Advan- 


tage ? For without doubt a Man may take greater 
Gain at one time than at another, and may take 
the Advantage the Providence of God puts into 
his hards, ſo be it he uſe it moderately. The 
Rates at which ſome Others ſell, cannot always 
be a meaſure of a Trade/man's Gain; for many of 
them may be neceſhtated to ſell at an under-rate ; 
and why ſhould other Mens Indigence prejudice 
him ? Or ſome of them may under-ſell others, 
togaina Cuſtomer.,and ſo may take too little for 
one Commodity, that they may have too much for 
another ; and why ſhould any ſuch indirect De- 
ſigns regulate him that is above them ? What a 
man hath Formerly fold for, can be no Rule ;, for 
every one knows, that Commodities ebb and 
flow, and that which was worth .a Shilling the 
laſt Month, may not 'be worth Six-pence this. 
Again, ſo much Profit as may comfortably Aazn- 
tein the Tradeſman and his Family, cannot al- 
ways be a right meaſure of his Gain; becauſe 


Twelve-pence /ia the Pound may {ufficiently 
main- 


—— and” nds at a4 —_ — _— 


108 The Tradeſman's Calling. Ch. 


maintain him that is in Health, or hath a ſmall 
Family ; whereas twice as much will not anſwer 
the neceſlary Expences of another, that 1s ſickly, 
_ or hath a numerous Family to provide for. A- 
gain, the VUrmoft of what he can get for his Com- 
modity cannot always be a ſure Rule whereby 
to meaſure his Gain ; for 1t 15 poſſible for him to 
obtain of an unwary Cuſtomer, double the true 
worth of his Commodity ; which yet in Juſtice 
he ought not todo. Nor laſtly, can the /ntrin- 
ſick, worth of a thing be a ſufficient Rule, where- 
by to meaſure his Gain; ſince that in divers 
Commodities cannot be determined ; and in ma- 
ny others, the Buyer*s Fancy only makes them 
valuable. 

All therefore that can be ſaid by way of D- 
rect;on herein, mult be drawn from that Golaer 
Rule aforcſaid, Whatſoever you would that Men 
ſhould do to you, do ye likewiſe tro them. From 
whence it follows, That what I may reaſonably 
deſire to gain by another, when I am to ſell, that 
Proportion I ſhould willingly allow him whea 1 
buy to gain by me. And on the other ſide, That 
which I allow reaſonable to another to gain 
by me, when I an to buy, that only ſhould I de- 
lire to gain, when I am to ſell to another. And 
12 general, that Gain 1s reaſonable, where due 
Contiiderarion 1s allowed to a Man for his Time, 
Pains, and Hazard, which is beſt to be known in 
individual caſes by the concurrent Opinion or 
common Ule of prudent and conſciencious Per- 
tons. .T he Market-Price is generally the ſureſt 
Rule, for th:t is preſumed to be more indifferent 
than the Appetites of particular Men. Howbelt, 

11 
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in caſe the Scller allow any conſiderable time 
to the Buyer for the payment of the agreed Price, 
it is lawful enough to advance the rate accor- 
dingly ; not only becauſe he is thereby depriy*d 
of the improvement of his Money in cther Traf- 
fick, but alſo runs ſome hazard of the loſing of 
it : But here, as in many other caſes, an u 
right Conſcience muſt be the Clerk of the Mar- 
ket, and the Rule it mult ſteer by, is that good 
old one, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 
(2.) In your Bargains, uſtice forbids your 
taking advantage of anothers Neceſſity. A Man's Ne- 
ceſſty may be twofold, Reſpettive or Conditional : 
as when, for inſtance, your Fellow-Tradeſman 
needs ſome Commodiry of yours to ſerve his 
Cuſtomer withal ; in iuch caſes you mult do to 
others as you would bedone unto. But there is alſo 
an Abſolute or Extream Neceſſity. A poor Work- 
man or Work-weman mult needs fell mow to 
buy their Family Bread. A poor Man muſt needs 
buy ſuch a Commodity needful for Back or Belly ; 
new to beat down the Price with the former of 
theſe, or to ſcrew up the latter, one jot beyond 
that which you could and would afford it to 
them, in caſe you knew of no ſuch Neceſlity, is 
manifeſt Injuſtice and Oppreſſion is added to it. 
Ard l reſtrain it not to theſe caſes alone, but ex- 
hort you in no caſe to lie on the catch, to make 
your Markets of others Straits; for no Man 
would willingly be fo dealt with ;, ard Eſtates fo 
gotten will be like Gravel between your Teeth. 
Nay, your Compaſſion ſhould incline you rather 


© to deal better with thoſe, whoſe wants bring 


them to you, than you would with thoſe thar 
ſtaud 
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ſtand in no need of your Conſideration, and the 
righteous God will _—_ you. 

(3.) Make not your Advantage in your Bargain 
of others UnskiIfulneſs. Every Man hath not the 
like Sagacity, and the weak may eatlily forget, miſ. 
take, and overſhoot themſelves : Now God hath 
not given to you greater 'Parts for the hurt, but 
for the help of your Neighbour ; and for you to 
unploy them to his Detriment 1squite to pervert 


* REGAL 44 


the uſe them. The Bnyer perhaps knows na Þ 
the true worth of what he is about; as for Ex- Þ 


ample, the beſt Edition of the Book he would 3 


buy. The Seller ſometimes knows not the true | 
value of what you are buying of him. Now | 
may you make a prize of his over-ſight ? No, | 


here comes 18 that Royal Law, Thou ſhalt love thy | 


Neighbour a thy ſelf. No Man would over-reach | 


or defraud himſelf, and why will you deal 6 
with your Brother ? Say not, Ler every Man un- 
derſtand his own Bulineſs, and our Wir and Parts 
are Talents given us to improve to our Own ad- 
vantage, as well as our Eſtates. For tho every one 
ſhould indeavour tobe skilPd in their own Afﬀairs, 


yet certainly God hath not beſtow?d upon all | 


the ſame natural Abilities or Opportunity, n0 
more than the like portion of outward Eſtates ; 
and whoſoever hath a greater meaſure either of 
inward Qualifications, or outward Eſtate, hath 
an Obligation upon him with them, to relieve, 
and not to ruine thoſe that are defetive, accor- 
ding to that Rale in another caſe, Rom. 15. 1. We 
then that are ſtrong, onght to bear the Infirmities of 
the weak,, and not to pleaſe ( or ſeek) our ſelves, 


(4.) Make 
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Make no Bargains with ſuch as have no juſt 
ks in that which you are contratting about. 
Some Care is due in this caſe, in thoſe that ſel; 
that they incourage not Children, or other 
weak People, who cannot rationally be thoughr 
to be trulted with Money, to barter with them. 
But eſpecially this concerns thoſe, that are fre- 
quently tempted to bay ſuch Goods as they know, 
or have vehement ſuſpition to be follex from the 
right Owner. 1t?s true, your Gain by ſuch Bar- 
gains may be great, but the Sz of it is manifeſt ; 
you incourage them in an evil way, you aſliſt them 
in a wicked courſe, and fo become Partakers with 
them 3 Pfal. 50. 18. When thou ſaweſt a Thief, then 
thou conſented/} with him. Why ſhould your Gain 
blind your Eyes ? He that knowingly connives, 
aſſiſts, and any way furthers an ill Action, ſhares 
1 the Guilt of it. Ard as the Sin, ſo the Dan- 
ger ;, you are in danger of the Law of Man, and 
of the Wrath of God ; if the one miſs you, the 
other will reach you, either here or hereafter. Say 
nor, that your Shops are your Markets; for 
what honeſt Man will buy a ſtoln Horſe in the 
Market, if he know, yea or ſuſpect it? Say not, 
If you buy them nor, another will : for the Folly 
or Wickedneſs of another will never juſtify, 
nor excuſe yours. What Man in his Wits will 
fay, If 1 gonot to Hell, another will, and there- 
fore I'l itep before him. Perhaps youl plead 
Ignorance, at leaſt Uncertainty in the matter. 
Indeed, if there be no rational cauſe to doubr, 
you are not culpable ; but tho you be not certain, 
yet if there be reaſon to ſuſpe& it, you ſhould 


not meddte with them, unleſs it be to retain _ 
= 
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for the Owner, and to bring the Thief unto de- 
ſerved Puniſhment : For who will buy a Suit of 


Clothes, if he have but any ground to think the | 


Plague in them ? Away therefore with all ſuch 


diſhoneſt Gain, leſt it bring a Curſe upon all the F 
reſt ; and rather reſolve to be poor with Inte- 


grity, than rich by Unrighteouſnel-. 


(5.) Accuſtom your ſelves to an honeſt Plainneſs | 


in your Bargains. A necellary Prudence we haye 
before recommended. Ordinary and diſcerna- 
ble Faults every Buyer is ſuppos'd to take notice 
of ; but if your Commodity hath any ſuch pr: 
 wate DefeCts or Faults, as, being known to your 
Cuſtomer, would induce him to relinquith his 
purpoſe, or at leaſt to ſink his Price, you do not 
juſtly to obtrude the ſame upon him : for you 
would not, you ought not to be ſo dealt by, 
If the Buyer be culpable that cries, /t is naught, 
it is naught, but when he is gone his way, beaſteth, 
Prov. 20. 14. then the Seller is no better, that 


cries, O it 1s faultleſs! it is excellent good! | 
when it is neither ſo nor ſo. It is not your | 


Formal Cant, nor ſmootheſt Harangues, that 
will make good a bad Commodity. And tho 
theſe Methods may ſerve you for a while, yet, 
according to the old Proverb ; Froſt and Fraxa 
wil end in Foul. But of this more hereafter. 

6. This Juſtice in a Tradeſman is ſhewed, # 


ad:fraying all lawful Impoſitions, For it is ſuppo- | 


ſed, that every Tradeſman lives under ſome Go- 
vernment ;, that 1n every Government, the Pr ence, 


or Magliltrate, maſt be ſupported in the Execu- . 
tion of his Office, and inabled to protect his 


Subjects ; that for this end, ſuch and ſe Be 
utes 
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butes and Cuſtoms are allowed: him by common 
{ Conſent ; that a great part of ſuch Impoſlitions 

do iſſue from the Tradeſman, eſpecially from 
| thoſe that, do export our own, or zmport forreign 
{ Commodities. Now Juſtice exprelly requires 
that, Rom, 13. 7. Tou render to all their dues, T ri- 
* bute to whom Trabute is due,Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom ; 
) fo that you mult either punctually diſcharge 

them, or elſe plainly deny that they are de. 
And how can you queſtion this, -when they are. 
ſetled by Law, and this Law palt with your ewn 
| (in your Truſtees) Conſent, and that in a meer 
ſecular matter, wherein the Magiſtrates, Juriſ- 
diftion is unqueſtionable ; and grounded upon 
the plaineſt Keaſons, the Welfare, Safety, and 
Commodity of the Subject, and of the Tradeſ- 
man 1n a ſpecial manner ! And therefore you 
cannot in Juſtice deny them, or indeavour to 
defraud the Magiſtrate of any part of them. Say 
not, that their Property 1s altered, they are 
transfer?d by the Prince 1nto other hands ; fo 
that he is not wrong'd, but his Farmers or Ofh- 
cers, who,- notwithitanding your Defalcation, 
gain abundantly. For Theſe are inveſted with an 
undoubted Right from the Proprietor, and 1o 
cannot lawfully be defrauded, no more than a 
Tenant of what he taketh in Leaſe from his 
Landlord. 

Neither plead, that the end wherefore iuch 
Taxations were granted, is not attained z the 
Seas are not guarded, nor Traffick ſecured. 
For it is hard to prove the matter of Fack z the 
Prince's Care hereia | ought not to be call 'd into 


queſtion, without ctear and uncontroulable Evi- 
| dence 
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dence; every neglett of ſubordinate Officers 
muſt not involve the Supream Magiſtate, unlek 
it be frequent, notorious, and conliderable, and 
after due Information. And when all is done, 
in all Ages there ever were, and ſtHl will be ſome 
Over-fights, ſome unworthy Perſons imploy', 
who will ſeek their own, and not the Public 
Good; whoſe Faults muſt be correfted by their 
Superiours, and not . pleaded ' in bar of Duty by 
every private Perſon. Neither is it enongh to 
reply, That if you do adventure to with-hold 
Cuſtom or the like, then you are ready, if deted- 
ed, to ſtand to the Penalty; and reckon, that 
thereby you are diſcharged from any Guilt. For 

anting that it is due by Law, which certainly 
ſettles: every Man*s Right in his Eſtate, it is flat 
Unri-hteouſneſs to rent away any ones Right 
without their Conſent ; and the Penalty 1s chiefly 


intended to affright ill Men from doing Injury, | 


' whom Conſcience of God will not reftrain. And 
therefore in the Fadicial Law, which was foun- 
ded upon the higheit Reaſon, there was a Treſpaſs- 
Offering to be offered to God to atone for the 
Guilt, befides the full Reſtitution to the Party 
wronged; Levit. 6. 5. & Numb. 5.6. Theres 
no coinmon Thief or Pick-pocket but might 
make this Plea, if there were any Strength int: 
T hat he ventures the Penalty, and ſo is blamek6. 
And the Greatneſs or the Poverty of the Party 
wrong'd, is ſo far from extenuating the Crime, 
that it azgravates it. 

-And 'as you ſhould render ro Czfar the things 
that be Czſar's, ſo ought you to render wnto God 
the things that be God's. If ever ye expect the 

Bleſling 
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Bleffing of God, with-hold not from his Meſſen- 
gr, atfoever is by Law or Equity due unto 
m. The Laboxrer, in any Calling, « worthy of 
bis Hire ;, theirs is a laborious Calling : The 
Sweat of the Brain conſumes more than the 
Sweat of the Brows, Neyer deprive, nor de- 
fraud , nor defer God?s Miniſters their Main- 
tenance. Dent. 12.19. Take heed to thy ſelf, that 
thou forſake not the Levite, as long. as - thou liveſt-- 
upon the Earth, And 1 Cor. 9. 14. The Lord hath 
ordained, that they which preach the Gofpel, ſhould live 
of the Gofpel. Alas ! they cannot trade as you 
can ; they haverelinquiſh'd thoſe gainful Emploi- 
ments, and are devoted to the Service of God, 
and the good of Souls. And yet ſome diligent 
Cobler may live as plentifully as ſome of them. They 
mult not only have Bread, but Books and Phyſick., 


& 2nd ſhould be ſo ſupplied, that they might make 


competent Proviſion for their Familzes,and alſo be 
Examples as well as Promoters of Charity to them 
that want ; 1 Tim.5.17. The Eldersthat rule wellzare 
worthy of double Honour, eſpecially they who labour in 
the Word and Doftrine. And this is not only a 
Point of Religion and Charity, but of Juſtice and 
Equity. 

7. The Tradeſmar's Fuſtice muſt be ſhewed in 
paying ane Refpetts to the Laws and Orders of his 
Sociery, This Particular hath place only in thoſe 
Places where fuch Societies are eretted, and By- 
Laws and Orders made among themſelves; to 
the obſervation whereof the Members of the ſame 
are uſually obliged by a ſolemn Oath. Now ſup- 

ing theſe ſaid Laws to be conſonant to God's 

ord, andto Right Reaſon, you are in —_— 
L 2 2 
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and Conſcience bound to give your Obedience to 
them; yea, tho it ſometimes intzrfere with your 
particular Advantage. When thereby you are 
called to any Office of Charge or Trouble, you 
ought readily to difcharge it ; ſo that it be cor- 
ſiſtent with the Imployments of your Calling, 
or other neceſſary Concernments :. or elſe ſubmuF 
chearfully ro ſuch Fines as are duly impoſed. 
Again ; Tho you might (for inſtance) import {& me 
or export ſome Commoditie to your great proht ; | or 
yet if the ſim- b2 prohibited by the Laws cf you fy M 
Society, you ought in Juſtice to forbcar ſo doing, bu 
If there bz Laws and Orders to which you arc in 
ſworn, cngaging you to imploy no Foreigner 1M C2 
your Tr:de, leit thoſe who ſerycd an Apprenti- My ul 
ſhip be diſcoaraged,and left without Imployment;,J ty 
you are bound in Juſtice to refuſe all ſuch Aſlilt-Y ht 
ance, eſpecially where. in ſo doing you do reall; N 
croſs the End of thoſe Conſtitutions, In a worc, it Pl 
you ought in all things to conſult the good of th: 16 
Seczety as well az your own ; yea,the future welfare £1 
thercof as well as the preſent, if you will be ja} tt 
unto your Obligations. ſ 
8. *T his Juſtice will inſtruct you, to have 4 
equitable Regard to your fellow Tradeſmen. Though ” 
every Man 1; beurd to uſe all honeſt endeavcurW £« 
to get and increaſe h's Cuſtom, yet as it is pity to} 2 
 b> an hindrarce to one that is poorer than your] © 
ſelf, {o there is a Decerum to be obſerved in wins 2 
n:ng over to you, your Neighbours Chapmen or * 
Cuſtomers ;, namely you muſt abhor all unjuſt KY ? 
G 

V 

b 


| flexion; upon your fellow-Tradeſman , or on bis 
CI for that is diredtly againſt the Nimb 
Commanament, and any other cunning or aka 
om 
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ſom Tricks to attain your Ends ;, you muſt beware 
of a Covetous Principle, of all Injuſtice and Un- 
charitableneſ<, of any thing that is unſeemly or 
ſcandalous. And though Aaſters ſhould be content, 
that their Apprentices having ſerved their Time 
with them, ſhould carry away at their ſetting up 
ſome part of their Cuſtom and Cuſtomers ; yet 
no ingenmons Apprentice will uſe any indire&t_ 
means, cither before the Expiration of his Time, 
or after, to feather his own Neſt by leaving his 
Maſter naked, or to erdcaveur any thing herei::, 
but what is commonly and approvedly done 
ia that .caſe: For himſelf w'll not, when the 
caſ? comes to be his own, be cor tent to be ſo 
uſed. Neither is 1t agreeable to Juſtice or Equi- 
ty, that the rich Tradeſman, whoſe Eſtate pcr- 
haps will bzar 1t out, ſhould under-{cl] his meaner 
Neighbours ; or the rich Artificer ſo fall in the 
Prices of his ManufaCtures, that his poorer fel- 
low-Tradeſman, wanting his Sto« k 2nd Crcdir, 
ca-not ſubſiſt upon 1t ; eſpecially if ſach finkicg 
the Price of your Cominodity ſpring from a de- 
ſign of weakning or impoverlſhing the cther. 

The like ſinful /njſtice there 15, in ſuch an 
mgroſſins of Comm oditics, as doth maniteftly 
tend to the undoing, of many, tor the inriching 
of a f-w, whether this be done by fingle Perſons 
or Societics ;, if the Prejudice redourd to many, 
and the Profit to a few.,'t is a common Injury, 1t 13 
4 making haſte to b2 rich by Oppreſſion, which tho. 
your preſent Gain blind vou from ſeeing ; yet the 
rizhteous Gcd, who is the common F-ther to ol}, 
will one time or other be ſure to r:ckon about it. 


Surely none of you would be contznt, or had 
I 3 TAO 
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| reaſon to be. content to be fo uſed. 
Above all, that Injuſtice 15 intolerable which is 
offered to your Partners that repoſe the ſame Con- 


fidence in you, a5 they do in themſelves; and | 
- where you are bound by the ſtricteſt Tics of Lap, | 


and Conſcience, and mutual Confidence to be ex- 


aftly juſt. So that to wndermine one another, | 


cr to purloin from one another 1is a Crime that 
deſerves the ſevereſt Cenſure 3 and of which none 
will bz guilry, that have not diſmiſt all Love of 
Vrtue, ox Fear of Shame. 

9. This J«ſtice will oblige the Tradeſman to a 
Paternal Care about bus Apprentices. It bchoov:ss 
you in Prud:nce, to be cautious whom: ye take in 
that Relation; to conſider what their Burth, 
what their Education hath been, what their Di/po- 
fition and Apritude 153 and do not for the ſupply 


of any preſent pinch of Buſineſs, or for the lucre | 


of a little Money, thruſt a Thorn into your 
Foot, which may pain you for ſeven long Years 
together : but chuſe ſuch as are of honeſt Paren- 


tage, ſober Education, tolerable Temper, and | 
capable of your Buſineſs. And when you have | 


bound them and inoculated them 1nto your Fa- 
mily, then Juſtice obliges you to uſe them jult as 
you would have your own Childrer uſed, when 
they come into that Condition. Beware of un- 


due Severity or Rigor cn the one hand ; and of 


fooliſh Indulgence, or careleſs Neglett on the other. 
For as the wiſe Horſeman when he would break 4 


young Horſe, will neither check nor rein him too | 


hard; leſt he ſpoil his” Metrle, and force him to 


the Curvet to the danger of the Rider ; nor yct | 


doth h2 throw the Reins on his Neck, and ſuffer 
| 1121 
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him to go where and how he pleaſes, leſt he de- 
ſtroy himſelf and his Rider alſo : So ſhould the 
miſe Maſter have a ſpecial, Care to ſhun that Au- 
fterity, which diſcourages his Apprcntice's En- 
deoyours, and alſo that Sofrneſs, which incourage; 
his Vices. 

As to the former, it is unqueſtionably a Sn a- 
gainſt God. Tho you had nothing with them, 
yea tho you had bought them of their Parents for 
ſeven Years 3 yet God, who is your Maſter, hath 
charg'd you, Levit. 25. 43. Thou ſhalr nc rule 
over bim-with, Rigor ; but ſhalt fear thy God;, which 
he repeats agaln, Ferſ. 46. But over your Bre- 
thren the Children of |ſracl, ye ſhall not rule over 
one another with Rigor. And as the Sn 15 great, ſo 
the Danger is evident, for ſuch uſage hath dri- 
ven hundreds of Youths to deſperate Reſolutions ; 
wherein, tho they cannot be juſtihed, yet for 
glving them ſuch occaſion, you ſhall be cond{m- 
ned, Forbear then all imperious Carriage to- 
wards then; I would have you to maintala your 
Authority ; but that is ſuſhiciently preſerved by 
agrave and religious courſe of Lifz, which wall 
beget a Veneration in your Inferiours 5 whereas 
any diſcerned Sin in you degrades you, and breeds 
an inward Contempt of you in them that ſee it, 
Fix in your Hearts an unfeign?d love to them, 
and that will both guide you in all your Bchavi- 
our towards them, and diſpoſe you to bear with 
their Frailties and Imperf-Ctions : and certainly 
if we own this dcbt of Love to every Man, we 
ought to pay a greater meaſure of it to thoſe 
that are ſo.near us. Be ſure, that they have Foog, 
and Raiment, and Reſt convenient for then. For 

© Quality, 
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Quality, let them have that which is ſutable to 
their Condition : For Cantity, let them have 
what is ſuſhcient for their neceſſity. For Time 


and Seaſon, let them have it in ſuch duz ſeaſon, | 


as may be for their Health and Comfort. You 


ſhould ſcorn to ſqueeze an Eſtate out of your Ap- | 


prentices Bellies, or rent it from oft their Backs. 
And then impoſe not too heavy Tasks upon 
, them; make not their Lives grievon”, lelt they 

cry unto the Lord, and he bz wrath with you, and 
blaſt all your Afﬀeirs. Charge them not with 
Faults without cauſe, neither refuſe to hear their 
juſt Apologies : read and think of that Scripture, 
Job 31. 13, 14, 15. If 1 aid deſpiſe the cauſe of my 
Man-Servant, or of my Maid-Servant, when they 
contended with me, what then ſhall I do when God ri- 
ſeth up ? and when he wviſiteth, what ſhall I anſwer 
him ? Did not he that made me in the Womb, make 
him ? and did not one faſhion us in the Womh ? And 
in caſe of Correction, let it be the laſt Expedi- 
ent ; and then by no means, brutiſh or cruel, but 
ſuch as a wiſe Father ſhould give his own Child, 
that they may diſcern your Love through yorr 
Anger; and be ſure that you be as ready to in- 
courage them by word and deed,when they deſerve 
It, as torateand chide them when they do amils : 
for the one is as due as the other ; and he that 
15 incur'd to be ever finding fault, diſheartens the 
Servant,and weakens the Authcrity of the Maſter. 
You mult alfo bz equally watchfnl againſt the 
- other extream, which is a weak Softneſs, or dan- 
_ gerous - Indulgence.” The Authority wherewlth 

you are inveſted, is God's, and therefore you 
nave no right to loſe or part with it, but ought to 
Þ:c, kg 4 > $06 preſerve 


= a_a Y oooooa a. wy — ww whos. m—_ _-_ — Fon? a m= 


Ch.5. The Tradeſman's Calling 12% 
preſerve and improve it both for the good of your 
Apprentices, and your own Comfort. God i: 4 
God of order, and th-refore you ſhould l:t them 
underſtand, that you are plac'd in a Sph-re above 
them, and that they mult cb{crve a di reſpect 
toward you, both in their Words and other Be- 
haviour. Indulge them in noknown Evil,eſpecially 
fot 'in lying. or ſcoſhng at Religion. Tcach them 
none of th2 wicked Crafts in your Calling, but 
ſtill recommend to them Equity and Honeſty. 
Above all, do your utmolt to keep them out of 
bad Company ; and to that end, take an exact 
account” of their time, when they are out of your 
tight ; for ?cis then that they contract their miſ- 
chievous Acquaintance , and particularly on the 
Lord's-day, a day appointcd of Gcd for the good 
of the Soul, but abus'd very often by poor Ap- 
prentices both to the ruine of their Souls and Bo- 
dies. Keep them thar day under your Eye; and 
th2 ſame Authority that ye allume over them on 
the week-day, exerciſe the ſame to keep them 
from evils and in good Duties on the Sabbath- 
day or elſe God may juſtly reproach you for 
your SelfiſhneG and Hypocrily. Some Relaxatt- 
on ye ought to allow them, but let it be at ſuch 
Times ard Places, and with ſuch Company, that 
may be ſafe for them; that they may be refreſhed, 
but not infefted. And tho they grudg at this 
reltraint, for the preſent ; yet the tune will come, 
that if they through their Obſtinacy come not 
to curſe themſelves for their own Folly, they will 
bleſs you, and' bleſs 'God for your Care about 
them. And- one other Canton here is needful, 


which is to beware how you ſend them into Fo- 
4 up le rcign 
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reign Parts without ſome competent furniture both 
of Wiſdom, Counſel and good Books ; whereby 
they may be there ſecured from the Temprati- 
Ons, which raw and unprincipled Youth do often 
fall into : For what will it profit them or you to 
gain the whole World;and loſe the precious Soul? 


to. The Tradeſman ſhould be juſt i making due | 


Proviſkon for his Wife and Children, if he have 


thoſe Bleſſings, for there is Juſtice berein. The | 


Wife hath brought a conſiderable Portion, in pro- 
fipect of a comfortable Provifion ; or elſe hath 

<n helpful to get or keep your Eſtates, and go- 
vern your Houſhold-Afairs, or however # Bone of 
your Bone, and Fleſb of your Fleſh, She hath for- 
{3ken her Parents,and all her Friends, and caſt her 
felf upon the Love and Care of her Husband; 
K it not juſt therefore that ſhe be provided for ? 
Your Children are picces of your ſelves; 1n whom, 
as far as can be, you are perpetuated z and by 
whom your Name, and God's Name, which 1s 
more, muſt be upheld. Theſe you have braught 
into the World in a helpleſs Condition : And 13 
it juſt in you ſo to leave them ? And yet ſuch is 
the |dleneſs and Negligence of ſome Tradeſmen, 
ſuch the palate-pleaſing in others, and in others 
fuch fooliſh Bargains, and improvident Courſes, 
that they leave little to their Families, but Miſe- 
ry and Tears. The Goods are priz?d, but they 
are old and uſeleſs : the Books are ſcarcht, and 
they ſpeak no Comfort. . The poor Wite runs 
and ſhifts one way, the Children they flee ano- 
ther. Nothing for the Creditor, nothing for 
the Wife, nothing for the Children. O wretch- 


ed Injuſtice! the Name of ſuch Men mult rot : 
| T heir 


—_ 


= 
«a _ mt Ad — —_———_ a __ a. *« a —_ 


— | I | OY TRI | oO —o—"— — eo. « « « * K_ut _ —— 


OS... 
dp: OD 4s 


Chi5. The Tradeſman's Calling. 1273, 


Fheir Poſterity cannot riſe up, and call thein 
Bleſſed. Will it excuſe fuch Men, that they have 
been juſt to all Men, when they have been un- 
juſt to their own Fleſh ? Not at alk Limic your 
ſrlves therefore in your Expencesz abate of your 
daily Superfiuities in Clothes, Dier, and Furniture, 
that you may leave your Wives better than you 
found them 3 that you may leave your Children 
above the Charity of their Friends ; that you-may 
not die like the Brutes, who have no care of 
thoſe they leave behind them. Prov. 13. 22. 4 
good Man leaveth an Inheritance to bus Childrens 
Children. Pal. 112. 3. Wealth aud Riches fhall be as 
Ins Houſe, and his Righteouſneſs endurerh fon ever. 

11. This Faſtice in the Tradeſman obligeth him, 
to ſhew Mercy to the Poor, For It isevidens from 
the Scripture, that Righteouſneſs comtaineth Cha- 


rity: Pal. 112. 9. He hath diſperſed, be bath 


given to the Poor, his Righteouſneſs endureth for 
ever : which the Apoſtle alſo, 2 Cor. 9.9. appli- 
eth hereunto. And with good reaſon ; for the 
Poor have a right to what we can ſpare for them. 
Hence, Prov. 3. 27. With-hold not good from them 
ta whom it 1s due, when it is in the power of thine 
hand to do it. It. is the Duty then of every Tradeſ- 
man, as it is of every other Man, to labour and 
work, with his Hands the thing that is good, that be 
may. have ( not only to feaft himſelf and Friends, 
or to hoard up for his Poſtcrity, but ) to grve to. 
bim that needeth. And he ſhould ſo order his own 

and improve his Skill and Care, that 
he may, if it be poſlible, be helpful unto others. 
It is therefore an unrighteous and unmercitut 


courſe in ſuch Brokers who require and rctain for 
| Pledges 
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Picdges even the neceſſary Apparel, Tcols, &c. 
of poor People, whom they ought rather to re- 
lieve in their wants, than ruine by their Opprelli- 
on. In ſuch Profeſſions, if they mix not Chari- 
ty with Juſtice, :they build their Houſes with the 
Tears and Blood of the Poor. The Chrittian 
Tradeſman will rather ſtudy how h2 may imploy 
or relieve many,than impoveriſh any. He remem- 
bers how poor:he was at his bziginning, and con- 
cludes, that he mult give ſome real Teſtimony cf 
his Gratitude to God for his Bounty to him. 
And here 1s a. large Field before you, wherein 
to fow your Secd. Either you have ſome poor 
Kinared in City. or in the Country ; or God hath 
{ome poor Chilaren of his, whoſe necellities cry 
for relief ; or ſome poor Awmnifters of Chrilt, that 
inſtead of living to itudy and preach, mult itudy 
to live and get Bread ; or ſome poor ingeniou; 
Scholars, that if they were ſupportcd a while, 
would become excellent Inſtruments of Good ; or 
fome towardly Texths, whoſ: Parents can't put 
them to Trades; and others that have Skill and 
Parts, but have no Stock, to ſet. up with 3 or ſome 
poor Tradeſmen and Houlſe-keepers that often 
want Work, and fo want Bread, or are over- 
ſtock'd with Children, and yer are loth to com- 
pla, and aſham'd to b:g, ard ſo languiſh and 
walte away : or ſome honelt Maids, whom a 
little Money would ſettl= either in Imployments 
or Marriage 3 who, bring indigent and neglected, 
become liable 'to great Temprations. Belides in 
the Country, there are Schools and Hoſpitals to 
erect and endow ; Tithes to redeem from the Im- 


propriators ; Work:houſes to make for the Poor : 


Lettures 
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Leitures to ſet up in the dark Corners ,of the 


Land ; room and imploiment enough for your 


Charity. And to ſpeak: the Truth, the Traaeſ- 


men of England, and eſpecially of London, have 


outſtript all other Subjects in ſuch Acts of Chart 
ty as theſe : No. Sort of Men being more ready 
on all Occaſions to realize their Charity, or that 


have ſcatter*d up and down the Nation ſuch viſt- 
ble Inſtances thereof.For they are taught,that they 


are only Stewards of God's Stock.,which is in their 
Hands ; that well-ordered Charity is the moſt 
certain way of thriving; that what is imployed 
this way 1s not loſt, but lent on the beſt Security, 


and-for the greateſt Intereſt ; that it concerns 


them to lay up a Treaſure in Heaven, becauſe 
they muſt not abide always upon the Earth ; and 
that the beſt I rading is for Invilibles. 


IV. And here let us ſtay a while, and make 
fome Application of all this, which is the fourth 
Thing to be handled upon this Head. | 

t. By way of Reflexion. Have you been exaQt- 
ly juſt in all the above-ſaid Inſtances ? Examine 
your own Confſciences. Perhaps no Man can 
charge you with any Irnjuſtice; but what ſays 
Conſcience ? bring it to that Rule, Whatſoever ye 
would that Men ſhould do to you, do ye likewiſe to 


'them : If Conſcience be not blind, it will ſee ſome- 


thing amiſs ; if it be not ſear'd, it will ſpeak, and 
make you hear it z and the ſofteſt Pillow will not 
give you ſleep till you have made your peace both 
with God and Man. And withal take notice, 
that it is not ſufficient to intitle yon to the Fa- 
vour of God, that you have done as you would 
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be:done by ; unlefs your Principle be right, that 
the Fear of God and the Anthority of a ſantifiel 
QTonſcience inchne you to it. Can you ſay as Neh, 
5-:15. other Governours beforedid fo and fo; but 


{o did not 1, becauſe of the Fear of God? | wx; | 


rareful of my Cretlit, 1 was fearful of Diſgrace ; 
but the chief Bridle that kept me from doing any 


Wrong, was the Fear of God. And though | 


ethers made no f{cruple to uſe ſach Tricks, no- 
thing hath been more common than ſuch and ſuch 
Methods, yet fo did not I do, nor ever will, be- 
taufe of the Fear of God. And if this hath been 
Four Courſe, then 


- 2. Here is Comfore for yon. If you can truly 


Jay, I have nothing that of right belongs to | 


pthers; I can truly aſſure you, that many Bleſ- 
lings do of. right / belong to you. Whether you 
have much or little, a Bleſſing is in it. Better # 
whetle with Righteonſneſs, thatt great Revenues with- 
owt Right, Prov. 16.8. Perhaps your Elſtate is 
but little, little to what it might have been, if 
you-had taken the indire& Conrſes, which ſome 


of your Neighbours have done : But your little is 


better than their Revenues, yea than the Riches 
of rnany Witked, Pal. 37. 16. You adorn the Goſ- 
pet; and the Gofpel will crown you : Your Poſte- 
vity thal}, ifit be good for them, fonriſh 3 when 
tcirs hall be brought to a Morſel of Bread : For 
the -rigbteos God overh Righteouſneſ;, and doth 
vhaally in this Life reward the Upright. However 
he that walkerh r:ghreoufly, ard ſpenkerh uprichtly, be 
that deſpiſerh the Gain of Oppreſſions, —— ht ſhxll 
awellen Hhgh. —— Thine Eyes ſhall jee the King er 


hy 
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bis Branty, *Fey ſbiill beold the Land that is very far 
off, Ia. 33. 15.0. | 2% 

3. But if God:or Man,or your own Conſciences 
cat prove you unrighteous and nnconfcionable in 
your Dealings, that care not how you get 
Wealth, ſo that you have it; nor whom you 
wrong, ſo that you can do it cleverly ; let thefe 
Lines help to conortt you, ler theſe Words fink 
into your Hearts. Happy ye would be, but this 
1s not the way to it : this only Is the way toac- 
curſed Riches; you build your - Houſe upon a 
Quick-ſand ; Ferem. 17. 11. Asthe Partridg ſitteth 
wn Egps, and hatcherh them not : So he that getteth 
Rithes, and not by vight, ſhall leave them m 'the 
midft of bis Days, and at his End fhall be a Fool. He 
was a Fool all along, but he ſhall find at aft that 
he is a Fool. And though the Sword of Juſtice 
never reach you, nor any Man's Eye find you 
out; yet that Scripture will follow and overtake 
You, 1 Theſſ.4.6. Let no Man go beyond and defrand 
bus Brother in any matter, becauſe that the Lord « the 
Avenger of all ſuch, '4s 'we allo have forwarned you, 
ard teſtified. You wrong your Neighbour muctt, 
. but-you wrong your ſelves more. You diſhonour 
and defy a righteous God,” who'hath ſaid, Fob 20. 
T5, &c. He hath ſwallowed down Riches, and he ſhatl 
vomit them up again © God ſhall eaft them out of 'his 
Belly, ſurely be: ſhall net feel Quietneſs in his 
Belly, 'In the Fulneſs of his Sufficiency he ſhall 
be #n ſtraits, &c. Will ye not believe this, until ye 
feel tt'? Do not/his Eyes behold, /and his Eye-lids 
try the Childrenof Men ? Hath he left off tobe 
jait? \No, ne; your Sin is w—_ for Vengeance 
allthis while. O let the Lopg-ſuffering of _ = 

al- 
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Salvationto you ! Let our Counſel be acceptabl; 
toiyou ! whichis to break off your Sins by Righteoy|. 
neſs, and your Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, 
if it may be a lengthning of your Iranquillity, Dan, 
"427. Toa Riches are corrupted, your Gold and 
;Silver is canker*d; your Subtilty 1s Folly, ye are 
in the wrong way to Greatnels ; durable Riches 
-and Righteouſneſs go together ; Wrath gotten by 
Vanity ſhall be :dyminiſhed, but he that tathereth by 
Labour, ſhall increaſe, Prov. 13.11. , | 
4- Letallthis ſttrengthet my Exbortation toal 
you Tradeſmen unto theſe; four Things. 
\12:1, That you;govern your ſelves and all your, A 
ons by ths golden Rule of Juſtice and Equity. Put 
-Four ſelves irito the Place of thoſe you deal with, 
and catry it t9. them, as you would be us'd by 
them. Remember, .that as you are ſelling to 
ethers to day, ſo you may bebuying of others to 
morrow. Reckoh not that all is gain?d, which 1s 
'gotten from your Brother, but only that which is 
honeſtly gain'd ; that it is a light Gain that 
makes a heavy Purſe, and that a good Conſcience 
3s the beſt Eſtate 3 and generally 1n all the above- 
named Inſtances .exerciſe your ſelves to have 1 
Conſcience void of Offence, both towards God 


and Men. Believe God, ſo ſhall ye gs ig Ot- Þ 


ten think of that Saying, What ſhall it profit a Man, 
ary ſhall gaus \the whole World, and loſe his own 
y ; 


' And 2. If you have wronged any Man, and | 
dealt unjuſtly with him; make ſpeedy Reſtitution: | 
For youcannot be faid truly to repent of your Sin, | 
unlels you have at leaſt a real Purpoſe to reſtore, | 


what 
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whatſoever you have unjuſtly - gotten. This 1s 
both your Duty and your /nteres?. | 

1; Jt. s your Duty ;, commanded by God and 

' Þ commended by him: Commanded, Numb. 5. 6, 7. 

\ When a Man or Woman ſhall commit any Sm that. 

, 8 Hen commit, to do a Treſpaſs againſt the Lord, 

[mark, though your Neighbour be the immediate 

Object, yet it redounds to the Lord] and that 

Perſon be gwlty : then they ſball :cenfefs their Sin-- 

which they have done, and he ſhall recompenſe his 

Treſpaſs with the Principal thereof {that is, the jult 

Valueof the Thing wherein he. harh wronged his 

Brother ] and add unto t the fifth Part thereof | both 

as a Penalty for the Wrong, andalloto make the 

Satisfaftion full} and give it uuto him agamſt whom 

he hath treſpaſſed. Now the Moral Equity which 

Is contained in any of theſe judicial Laws, binds 

every Man to the End of the World. See alto 

Levit.6. 5. Hereupon Samuel ſaith, 1 Sam. 12. 3. 

Whom have I defrauded ? whom have I oppreſſed? 

and I will reſtore it you. This Nehemiah called for, 

Nehem. 5. 11, 12. and the People preſently yiel- 

ded to him. And this is Commended in Zacheme, 

Luk.'19. 8. Lord, if I bave taken any thing, { mark, 

any thing of what kind ſoever, of whar quantity 

$ loever?] of any Man {good or bad, rich or poor, 

King or Subject] by falſe Accuſation, I reſtore him 

[not Pll doit at my leiſure, when [ have a greater 

Eltate todo it with, but upon the nail I reſtore 

& him] fourfold : Pll be the Loſer, he ſhall have 

& fourfald, And if ever Salvation come to your 

& Houſe, and the Dominion of Grace into your 


$ Heart, you will go and do likewiſe. 
K 2.1t 
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- 2+ It is your Intereft to make Reſtitution, Fox 
what you have got by Wrong, will never do you 
good. The Gain of Deceit laſts but a while ; or 
if it do, it ſtays with you in Wrath. If it abide 
with you till you dy, yet the Curſe of God ſtay, 
with it ; and lies, if not viſibly upon your Eſtate, 
Bedy, or Children, yet really on your poor Souls, 
which is worſt of all. It adheres to all you have, 
asthe Plague to a rich Suit of Cloaths ; they are 
gay and rich, but Death is in them :_and who, 
that's wiſe, would wear the richeſt Stit with the 
Plague init ? courſe Sack-cloth were much bet- 


ter. So1t were better for you a thouſand times 
to live poorand juſt, and dy bleſſed, than toliye 


and dy with a Curſe. Now 1s it not Wiſdom to: 


part with that which will do you no good but 
harm ? What, run a hazard of loſing all your 
honeſt Gain, by keeping ſome little which is dif- 
honeſt ? What, and venture Hell-fire, rather 
than part with ſome of your Eſtate ; when as (if 
God fay the Word to night) you muſt part with 
it all before Morning ? ls it not better to bring it 
back and bez ſaved, than to have it fetcht, and you 
be loſt ? [ tell you, if ever your Eyes be favingly 
open'd, you will make as much haſte to reſtore 


what you have wrongfully gotten, as evcr you f 
did to get it ; and ſhake it out of your Skirt, | 
you would bruſh a Spark of Fire off your Cloaths. | 
 Phink not hereby to lay up Eſtates for your þ 
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Children, alas! this is not the way ; forit you ll - 


could riſe out of your Graves but one fifty Years 
after your Death, you would ſee that the Canker 


of your Deceits and Injuries had conſun!'d it all; | 
and that thoſe Riches which ruin?d your poor þ 


Souls 
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s in the getting of them, had ruin'd the Souls 
opp. Poſterity in the con/aming of them. -.. The 
Father damn'd by injurious Getting an Eſtate, and 
the Son,or Grand-child at furtheſt,damn'd by the 
god Waſting of it. How many Houſes have 
you ſeen ruin'd, where an Opprellor, where a 
Knave hath dwelt? in a few Generations their 
Names are blotted out ; and they who preferr*d 
Earth to Heaven, have neither Earth nor Heavea 
at laſt : and can you go by their Houſes, and not 
receiye Inſtruction ? will you ſee and know this, 
and yet follow them ? Reſolve then from this 
Day to reſtore what you cannot honeſtly or ſafe«* 
ly keep. Make your ſelves Friends of the Mammon 
of Unrighteouſneſs. Take thy Ul-gotten Goods 
in thy Hand (as that Philoſopher did his Eſtate, 
when he threw it into the Sea) and reſolve, ?tis 
better that theſe Things be loſt for me, than with 
me : What ſhall a Man give in exchange for his 
Soul * 

Perhaps you will plead your Inability : that if eve- 
iy Bird had its own Feathers, you ſhould be left 

ſolutely naked ; and in ſhort, that your whole 
Eſtate would not recompenie thoſe whom you 
have wrong'd. 

nſw. Total Inability excuſes Reſtitution in 


{ the Kind, but yet there mult be Reſtitution in the 
# Mind. TheWilyou mult have at preſent, and 


the Deed (except remitted) if ever you be able. 


$ In the mean time you ought to mourn, that you 
$ have wrong'd your Neighbour in Actions, and 


can only right him in your Wiſhes. And fare 
there is ſome juſt Hand of God in it, that your 


Eftate (though increas'd by your wronging ot 
K 2 others) 
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ottees) ſhould be brought to ſuch an Ebb, that 
you are'fow unableto make juſt Reſtitution: Sure: 
I God hath blown vportit with 'his Curſe alra- 
dp3*$nd'you may'find by this, that no Induſtry 
+ Cunning catialſure ill-gotten Goods. Anda 
fire as this-Zutfe follows you externally ,” ſo'ſure- 
Iy(withont Repentance and - Reſtitution) will it 
follow you: erernally;: And (therefore you are 
<ute out 1h':your, Arguing, you cannot reſtore, 
becatſe- i -wall make' you poor 3 for if you do 
not teſtore, 'you 'wHll be poorer ftill : And then 
it's better to |be: poor with God's Bleſſing, than 
poor with his Curſe. And grant it do bring you 
low; to reſtore every Man his own ; alas ! it doth 
only deliver you'from that Eftate, which would 
do you hurt; and*'ſtrip you of ſome Garments, 
that would keep you too hot. However the 


Evert, Duty muſt be done, whether we grow | 


rich or poor by it. + Poverty and: Piery areÞetter 
company than Riches and Sin. And if you can 
truſt God (and otherwiſe you cannot be ſaved) 
he can and'will, 'if-it be for your good, make you 
' amends for yorr Self-denial, 'and give you Goods 

and + good Conſcience alſo « 2 Chron 25. 9. The 


Lord ts able to give thee much more than this. How- || 


beir, if the preſent Reſtitution ſhould be to your 


ritter undoing, which: may be avoided by ſome i 
reaſonable Delay ; acquaint the Party injured 4 | 
with your . purpoſe, who wil in Charity allow iz | 
you -fome pace of Compenfation, and praile | 


your-Integrity.' | 
*  Obj. It may be you will ſay, 7 ſhall be ſhamed, 


my Name will be poſted up for Diſhoneſty, and | 
my Credir (which is a Tradeſman's Demeſne ) will | 


be blaſted. Anſ, 
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,, Anſw. Sin 1s worſe than Shame. A Man may 
8nd under Shame, but you cannot ftand under 
the guilt of Sin. A wounded Conſcience whaicah 
bear? Holy Anguſtmme hath determin'd long fpo, 
that Sin # not remitted, till the: Thing, be reſtored, 
wherein you ſinned; :]If your . Conſcience were ten 
der,:.or yout, Eyes truly open; your would: mort 
tremble for Gyult. than Shame.-;:It-was never bot- 
ter with Epbrgim, than when he wa aſhamed; yen 
even confounged (the higheſt degree of Shame )for 
the $15 of bis Youth: tr. 31. 19.;and never worſe 
with, Ephrajzn, \than. when heiwas given up to St, 
Hoſ, 4- 17. . How 1ang'do you'think.it will be,'ere 
Jou'mujt be charped before God, Angels, andall 
Your Neighbours with your unworthy Dealings? 
and then what.. unſpeakable Shame*' wif cover 


Your Face, whemit- will be found; that after "all 


thete Warnings, you liv'd anfdied in thoſe Sins? 
Alas ? it will be but 2 while;/jamd all your Hearts 
and,AGQtions. ſhall be 1zid out, to the view of all-; 
and were It not better that you provented thts 


-yYour-ſelf ? But, I pray, what, Shame is it to do 
Fthatwhich is good,.and to undo that which'1s 
ev? It is a Shame-indeed to vin, but that is paſt-; 


Dut:now you are about a: Work of Righteouſneſs, 


' Equity and Honeſty, there. is no Shame in this; 
.nay all Men, at: leaſt all wiſe Men,' will think bet- 
-ter of you, than ever before: They will now 
; conclude certaiplysybnder 18a fingular good Man, 
-thatof his own accord will part. with his Eſtate, 
-abq venture his Cretit, rather. ithan burden tus 
Conſcience, vr remain under the guilt of Sin. All 


"Men will cominend this, and.much'Praiſe will re- 
dound to God; Pray what Diſgrace is it to-Zu- 
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rbers, that he was willing to reſtore which he had 
gotten by wrong ? God and-Man record it to his 
Honour. | FN. « 

-» But for this you may ſo order your Reſtitution, 
that (if Occaſion require it) you never need to be 
known. Confider whom you have 1njured, and 
how much ; and then chuſe your diſcreet Mini- 
fter, or ſome other faithful Freend; who may diſ- 
poſe the Thing reſtored, or 'the'Value of it, to 
the right Owner, and your Nate never necds be 
known. But rather exceed than fall ſhort of the 
full Value, in your Reſtitution. 7 will reſtore him, 


ſaith Zachers, fourfold.  And'you know the Con- | 
ſtitution which-God made in this behalf, Nun. | 
$+"7+ id add to the:Prancipal the fifth Part theredf, | 


and give ut to bin.” This is equitable for bim, who | 


'haply hath been prejudiced by. your Injury, more | 


than the naked Value, eſpecially-if much Time be 
paſt :. and it 1s profitable for you, ' when your Sin 
cofts you ſo-dear,-{t is likely you will not caſily 
treſpaſs ſo again. | 


+.) If after all,* you plead that the Party you have | 
wtonged 1s dead, 'and perhaps there is none left, | 


' to whom Keſtztxtion may be made ; or the Perſons 


are now at ſuch a diſtance, that it is impoſlible to | 


make them perſonal Amends. - - : - 
I anſwer, Reſtitution muſt be. made in the pro- 
per place, if it be. poſſible; or if the Party be 


dead, to their : Heirs: or Executors, and pains | 
mult be taken.to find them ont. : But if no Perſon & 
can be found, :in-whom' the Right of receiving 


doth remain; then: hear what -Ged faith, Num. 
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the Treſpaſs be recompenſed unto the Lord, even to the 
Prief. Almighty God is Heir-General in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, in whoſe name and ſtead his Prie#ts and Poor 
are authoriz'd to give you an Acquittance ; and 
your Sin, being bewailed, ſhall through the Ram 
of - Atonement, mentioned in the ſame Verſe, be 
forgiven. But till this be done or fully purpo- 
fed, your Guilt remains, you are yet in your Sin. 
3. Hence be exhorred, in all your Trading to 
take always the ſafer Path in doubtful Caſes ; for it 
ts impoſſible to ſpecify the Caſes, which occur to 
you tn the Courſe of your Negotiations, wherein 
you will be in doubt whether this and that may 
be done or no. In ſuch Caſes chuſe to do that 
which ſeems themoſt innocent, the moſt juſt and 
the moſt charitable of the two. Run not always 
to the ntmoſt of Things that may be lawful ; he 
that goes upon the Brink of a River, you know 1s 
In Danger to fall into it. In matters of Dnty, it's 
generally beſt to do the moſt, but in matters of 
Priviledg or Advantage (where there is doubt) 
chuſe to take the /ea#t ; for we have naturally Diſ- 
poſitions, that will byaſs us towards our ſelves. 
And in point of Gain, always uſe Favour to the 
Poor, Ingenuity to the Unskilful, and Modera- 
tion towards all. You will find this to be the beſt 
way to aquiect Conſcience, and to a firm Eſtate. 
And in caſes of weight and difficulty, reſort to 
ſome more experienc'd and conſcientious Tradef- 
man for Advice; yea, reſort to God's Miniſters, 
and ſtating the Caſe aright, crave their Counſel. 
For the Prieſts Lip ſhould Yep Knowledg, and the 
People ſhould ſeek, the Law ar. bis Month ; for he is 


the Meſſenger of the Lord of Ho#t, Malach. 2. 7. 
K 4 | 4+ Laſt- 
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. 4. Laſtly, prevent others (as far as you can) 
from doing wrong. Recommend-and propagate 
Fuſtice to your Children ; charge your Servants, 
that they ofter not the leaſt wrong. Be, and 


profeſs your ſelves to be, irreconcilable Enemies Þ 
tO all injurious and deceitful Dealing. If Knave, Þ 


and Cheats can incourage one another 1n their Vi- 
lanies ; how much more ſhould upright and ho- 
neſt Men promote Righteouſneſs and Honeſty ! 
Stand not-patiently by, . while another Man offers 
to do Injury ; at lealt be not Partakers with 
them. He- that, hinders not an Injury when he 


might, makes it his own. Improve the Intereſt or | 
Sway you have in your ſeveral Soczerres, to reform } 


what is amiſs there in this reſpe&t ; and doyour 
belt to ſettle whatſoever belongs'to your. ſeveral 
-Frades in ſuch a manner, as 1s-moſt agreeable to 
Equity and Honeſty. And for all theſe Ends, la- 
bour to :have. your Hearts renewed : the Tree 
mult be good, before the Fruit..can be ſo. The 
Name of a Chriſtian will not ſave him, that lives 
A Pagan Life. mpnted Rightreoufaeſs will not pro- 
fit an «a#ighreous Dealer, . Think often, 1 mult 
leave this-Shop and all. theſe Riches when I dy ; 
and I know not how ſoon thatmay be : and what 
Makes me fear-Death, but Sin 2 What comfort 
can Iave inall my Riches, if-my Conſcience be 
unſound ? and reſolve therefore, though I be 2 
Poor Man, yet PI] be an honeſt Man ; though | 
.may not be very great, yet | will always be very 
jult ; that ſo.you may when you dy, takea good 
Conſcience \with. you, and leave a good Name 
and a Bleſling behind you. And ſo much for the 
Tradeſmaw's Fuice A, 
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Of Truth or V/ eracity in 4. Trade. __ 


T* E fourth Requifite for the right managing 
Ak of a Trade, is Truth' or Veracity. Where 
* 8 1hall, 


]. Deſcribe the Nature thereol. 
- I. Demonſtrate your Obligation to It. 
11]. Declare the Inſtances wherein it 1s to bz 
,  excrciſed in the Tradeſman? Calling. 
_ IV. Make ſome Applicatior of it. 


: I. Concerning the Nazare of Truth ; I willing- 
Iy let paſ; many Notions and DiltinCtions of the 
School-men : And: ſhall cnly take notice : 

+ 1, That there is a Truth of Things, whereby 
they are agreeable to that 1dea, according to 
which they were fram'd.: | 

2. ATrath of Apprehenſivns, whereby we thiix, 
know, or believe of things according to their 
true Nature. 

3. A Truth of Expreſſions, whereby we {pcaK 
gf things according to what we think, know, or 
believe. . Now -when our Apprehenſions of things 
'are not right, that's Error or Miſtake ,, which 1s a 
Fault and Sin-in vs, if it be aþqut things which 

3h We 
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we ought to know, or pretend to know. As for 
Example, when you concelve that ſuch a Com. 
 modity (which by your Calling you ſhould have Þ 
Knowledg in) 1s good, when indeed it is not. 
But then, when our Expreſſions agree not with 
our Apprehenſions, That's a Zze, and is a fa} 
greater fault, becauſe it's voluntary : So that eve. 


ry Miſtake is not a Lie,every concealing the Truth T 
15 not a Lie; every doubtful Speech is not a Lie; | of 


every Parable or Fable, ſuch as That Fudg.g. is Mt v 
nota Lie ; every rehearſing of a Lie is not a Lie; o 
though a Man may ſo rehearſe it, as to makeit M n 
his own. But, 4 Lre # the voluntary falſifymg of th | \ 
Truth; and it is aggravated when it 1s joyned with | d 
an intent to decerve. Truth is like the Sun, a Lies Mt t 
the eclipſe of it, it puts out the Eve of Truth. But I 1 
of this afterward. At the preſent this is ſufficient, WM 1 
That every Man in his Calling ſhould judge of if { 
things as they are, and ſhould ( when he 1s cal- 
led toit) ſpeak of them according to ſuch his 
Judgment : and this 1s called YVeracity, whereby a 
Man. ſpeaketh the Truh in his Heart, as it is Pſal. 
15. 2. neither adds nor diminiſhes ; neither de- 
preciates a Commodity, or puts Colours upon it, 
will neither affirm a thing or deny it, when 
he knows the contrary ; and this he doth out of 
Conſcience to God, and out of Love to Truth. | 
And this is ſufficient for the Deſcrz#ption of it, 


Il. Every Mans Obligations to this, reſult. | 

1.*From the Light of Nature ;, by whichit 5 | 

evident, that the Tongue and Faculty of | 

Speech is given to Man, whereby to expreſs and | 
lignify his Mind to others; ſo that he _—_ 
| um 


$ with it. As the deſign of a Clock,.or Watch is 
to be.a true meaſure of Time, and to keep ms 
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dumb in Speech, is better than-be that deceives 


juſt Þace with the Sun ; bur being falſe in thus, 
were better to be laid aſide, than to. deceive you; 


& better to lie in your Desk, than tell you a Lie in 
| your Pocket. The deſign and honour of the 


Tongue 15 to ſpeak truly ;- ſo-that it s reparted 
of the very Indians, that in caſe they be con- 
vinced of a Lie, they will in revenge draw Blood 


3 4 of their own Tongues. Hence it is, that even 
q natural Confcience doth fo ſtrongly ſupport a 
# Man, when he ſpeaks Truth ; no Frowns can 


daunt him : and on the contrary, he that falſifies 
the Truth ( if Conſcience be not utterly ſ{ear'd;) 
1s pinch'd within, even natural Conſcience ſtings 
him, tho no body can accuſe him and then if he 


Ef be detected, intolerable is that Shame that co- 


vers him. ' wW J | 
- 2. By/the Lighr of Scripture. Which doth con- 
ſtantly command Sincerity and Truth, and forbid 
the contrary. Zech.8. 16. Theſe are the things that 
Je ſhall do, Speak. ye every Man Truth to bis Neigh- 
bour. Tt deſcribes a-good Man by his Veracity: 
Prov. 13. 5: A righteous Man hateth Lying : Ur- 
gerh it with moſt pregnant Reaſons, Epbeſ. 4. 2.5. 
Wherefore 'puttins away lying, ſpeak, every Mat 
(no Man, noinot the Tradeſman excepted ) 


| Truth with his Neighbour * for we are Members one 


of another : Where the Apoſtle uſhers in his Ex- 


hortation with one ſtrong Reaſon, couch'd inthe 
Tllative | Wherefore ] which ſhews that this 15 an 


Inference from the foregoing Ferſes. 9. 4, You 
have put off the old Mun with his Deeds : Alltof 
| you 


oo 
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;you profeſledly,-alt true Chriſtians reall;. }t j; 
ridiculous and. ſhameful for. hjm that is inveſted 
awith new Robes to. retain any one foul Rap upon 
itn : And ye. have par on. the new Man after thy 


:tonage of Chriſt, who is Truth, and fo 1t is fit Þ 
that all his Members be in the ſame Livery. And Þ 


then; he backs his Exhortation with another Rea- 
fan s;-We are Members one of, another. Now every 
Man will be true to. himſelf, will never go abou 
willingly to deceive himſelf : It were a monitrous 


thing tor one Member of the.Body to go about 19 Þ} 
impoſe ;upon- another. Noyv.. we: are all of u Þ 


'Members- of one: another. 


;- (1.) 4s Men,., Adam was,,the Root, we al | 


are the Branches,.: -/' 


- 


1 (L.), As Chygfyans;,; and ſo we arc all one ia | 
Chriſt Jeſus3 onr;Religion - doth knit , us cloſer | 


-together thap-Jl-other, Ligaments, in the World, 
I Cor. 12. 25,27. The Members ſhould have. thy 


fame Care nt foy/ another. > Now ye\are the: Body if | 
'Chreſt and Mehr in particular : So that in de | 
cewving. any: of, the i Member;,, you atiront the | 
-Nead. / In ſhort) valets..ye; be; teue Men, - ye can | 
:he:no true; Chriſtians ; a falſe Man, and a-truc 5 
Saint, is a :Contradittion,..i\Fhus you ſee, tha: Þ 
the. Scripture js direc} for ſpooking, Truth 3 it doth þ 
ridced relath. divers Untruths ſpaken by athers, | 
both good: men and. bad, but, it,neyer juſtifics } 
them. The: Narration of fuch/Faults of piovs | 
Men: is a ſtrong -Argument af rhe Sincerity of Þ 
he. Scripture;z,and,' that it no way excuſes them, | 
of its Sandijtyy ln; which” cafes: Augftive chi | 
:ritably conclnd ted : 
and' the Midwives, &c. Fidems, ments, and. par 
| on! 


&9, 'that God. accepted in Kaba 
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don'd to them” faltaciam mentientis, In a word, 
we own and worſtiÞ a true' God; we profeſs a 
traeReligion, we purſue a true Happineſs ; by 
all which we are obliged to all manner of Truth, 
| in Heart,;-in Lip, in, Life. (M3HY | 
! © 7; This Yeraczty is demonſtrable by the Light of 
ſound Reaſon, thar even thoſe that care not for 
the Scripture, maybe convinced of the neceſſity 
- Þ of it; unlef; _ will not only renounce D:vinty, 
but -amanity allo. For, | 
oÞ (1) There is Equiry in it. Every Man would 
\; Þ betruly dealt with.: No Man would be content 
2 that his Wife, Children, or Servants ſhould de+ 
i 8 ny the Truth, cr feed him with Lies. Which of 
2 you chuſes to have 'any thing to do with thoſe 
2 & whom you cannot bel:eve? Now is it not very 
r & equal, that you ſhould alway ſpeak the Truth, 
| & that do deſire always to hear others ſpeak it ? 
, & 1s 1t reaſonable. that other Folks ſhould live by 
{i one Rule, and yon by another? That Truth 
. & ſhould be eligible by all others, and not by you ? 
e B This Veracity and Jultice are ſo conjunct, that 
g he cannot be juſt in his Dealings, that is falſe in 
his Words: For the ſame Law that commands 
us to do by others, as we would be done unto, 
equally obliges ns to_ſpeak in our Commerce to 
them, as we would be ſpoken to. 
(2.) There is Commodity in it. - This YVeracity 
is ſo commodicus, yea ſo neceſſary among Men, 
that- all C:wil Socrety is diſlolv?d without it. For 
| all Tranſaftions and Commerce between Man 
and Man, do- ſean upon this Fundamental Point 
That one Man may believe another ; now if Men 
do not conſtantly ſpeak the Truth, how — 
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be believ'd ? thus all human Converſation is ſ. 
ken. Now . Reaſon it ſelf muſt needs enter a 
Action againſt. any Courſe that overthrows th, 
of Mankind : and it were endleſs to tran. 
cribe the pithy Expreflions : of divers of the 
Heathens, in the praiſe of Truth and Veracity, 
and in defiance of the contrary- 


.(3-) There in Ingenuity in: ir, There is a cer þ 


tain-bravery of Spirit and true Courage in ſpeak- 
ing the Truth, and a real cowardize 1 blanching 
and denying it. It is only ſome worldly Hope, 
or ſordid Fear that doth biaſs the Tongue from 
its true Office ; which is to be an Interpreter of 
the: Mind. Let no Man that trades in Lies, pre- 
tend ta Gereroſity, Hence all noble Spirits are fo 


ſenlible of the Imputation, that they will pre- | 


ſently anſwer the Lie given them with their 
Sword : which tho neither true Fortitude nor 
Piety can exer juſtify ; yet ſuch their Sealiblenels 
proves, how ingenaous a thing it 15 to ſpeak the 
I ruth, and how baſe a thing to pervert it. 

| £4-) There is Policy in ſpeaking the Truth, 
honeſt Policy ; for every Man ſhould by all good 
means, maintain and promote his Credit. T lus 
15 the only, way to make a Man credible : Who 
will believe one, who he knows is accuſtomed 
to derogate from the Truth ? Such a Perſon ſhall 
pet.bebelieved, when he ſpeaks never ſo truly. 
He that is punctual in his Words, ſhall bebelieved 
ln, doubefyd things, when the:other will be ſuſpect- 
edn certainthings, Among the very Turks, the 


word of a 2{ahomctan, ſpoken on the Faith of a | 
Adufſidman,wgeighs againſt all Contradiftion. And | 


therefore, ſetting alids the Scripture, ther: 
od | | great 
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reaſon for this Veracity, unleſs ye are con- 
tent to be eſteem'd profligate Wretches, who 
neither value the ,efteem of God or Man. Such 
Perſons will find in the iſſue, when they have 
affrighted all that know them from dcaling with 
them, that Honeſty is the beſt Policy, and that 
the Reputation of fair dealing within, 1; better 


E than the faireſt Sign they can hang out. 


Three Objettions are uſually made againſt all 
this : 

Objeft. 1. That the Examples of others doth 
incourage us ſometimes to ſpare the Truth. We 
read of many in the Scripture, that have 
trip'd in this kind : Abraham himſclf, and 1/aac, 
Rahab, David, and ſuch like. And we daily ſee 


E it done by thouſands and ſurely then we may 


yenture upon it as well as they. 

Anſw. That ſome holy Perſons have been gul- 
ty this way, cannot be denied : but it is obſerva- 
ble, that it was pgenerally for Fear, never for 
Gain : So Abraham, David, Rahab, &c. Again ; 
Itis God's Word, and not good Men's Examples, 
which we are to be guided and judged by : You 
can produce the inſtances of their Ss, but you 
know not the bitterneſs of their Repentance. Again; 
when you are mulſtering up Scripture-Examples, 
omit not that Lie of Azanias and Saphira, Acts 
5. 8. which coſt them both their Lives. 71 me, 
ſaith Perer, whether ye ſold the Land for ſo much ? 
and ſhe ſaid, Yea, for ſo much ;, and never ſpake 


- another word. And then for the commonneſs of 


this Sin- by others, it is an Objection to be an- 
iwered with Tears it is too frequent, which 1s 


an Aggravyation of the Fault, and fo far enough 
from 
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from excuſing it. We are taught other Doctrine 
out of the Scripture of Truth, Exod: 23. 2. Thiy 
ſhalt not follow a multitude to do evil, But if you 
will nceds do as the molt do, you muſt reſolye 
to go where moſt do go, and where all Liars 
are tormented for ever. 

Objetit. 2. The ſmallneſs of the Sin excuſes us, 
Lying is not Swearing, nor Killing or Stealing; 
there can be no- great hurt 2 it, for we do no 
great hurt by it. 

Anſw. 1. Let the Sin be never fo little, the 
Image and Superſcription of the Devil 1; upon it. 
For he is a Liar, and the Father of it, Joh. 8. 44. 

- 2. If it were ſo ſmall a Sin as you pretend; 
pray how many little Rents can you be content 
ro be made in your Garments ? how many little 
Motes will any of you reſt with in your Eye? 
how many little Wounds will you brook in your 
Fleſh? and ſhould we be more tender of every 
thing than of the precious Soul ? Beſides, let me 
tell you, 

3. That alittle Sin allow'd, juſtified and plca- 
ded for : 1s more intolerable than a greater Sin 
that's diſallow'd and diſown'd. | 

Bur laſtly, this Sin 1s not ſo ſmall as you make 
It; For as it renders a Man molt unlike to God, 
whoſe grand Attribute is Truth ;, So it is rank'd 
among thoſe Sins which he is ſaid particularly 
tO hate,Provy.6.16..A proud Look,,alying Tongue; and 
there is ſo much Atheiſm and Hypocriſy included 
In a Lie, that all Liars are rank*d with Murderers, 
Sorcerers, and Jdolaters, and lodged with them 
in the Lake that burneth with Fire and Brim- 


{tone for ever : Rev. 21. 8. 
| Objett, 
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- ObjeR. 3. Neceſſity compells us to it : We can 


t 

» BH neither buy, nor ſell without ſomewhat of it ; 
neither will People believe us when we ſpeak 
7e 
r 


never ſo truly, and fo we are forc'd to lie ; there 
is no trading, or at leaſt no gaining a ſufficient 
Livelihood without it. EEE 
Anſw. 1. There is no lawful Calling but tnay 
be followed with Truth and with a good Con- 
ſcience : they that plead the contrary, do tacitly 
make the holy God to. be the Author. of. Sin; an 
: Þ Inference to be abhor*'d as much as he abhors the 
. Þ thing it ſelf. Nothing can make Sin needfol. 
Peter's Lie to fave his Life did not juſtify it; he 
8 wept bitterly for.it. And if it were a Crime to 
© lie to fave his Life, can the pretence of a Liveli- 
 W hoodexcuſe you in it ? Curſed is that Trade that 
'& cannot be. followed without Sin. But your cafe 
 isotherwifſe. How many conſcienciovs Perſons 
are there in your very Trades, that had rather 
die than be ? If Pecple will not belieye you when 
you tell the Truth, much lefs will they, when you 
tell Lies. Befure, whatfoever 1s gotten by your 
lying, is curſed Gain ; Prov. 21:6. The getting of 
Treaſures by a lying Tongue  aVanty coffe ro and 
fro of them that ſeek, Death, They that feek 
Death and Deſtruction, in this courſe are fure to 


find rt. 


HI.. 1 come now in the Third Place, to de- 
Clare how this Yeracity ſbould be exerciſed by the 
Tradeſman, And that we may not ſtrain this Duty 
too far ; you may know that he is not obliged 
hereby imprudently to declare always all the 


Truth he knows z and conſequently to diſcover 
| L ether 


. 
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either the juſt Price that his Commodity c<| 
him, nor any other Circumſtance, which woul 
make to his Diſadvantage : For though you ar 
bound never to ſpeak a Falſhood, yet you ar 
not bound always to blurt out all the Truth, ex 
cept when you are by the Magiſtrate lawfully 
called thereunto. No Man is obliged to reyell 
the Myſteries of his Calling ; nor to tell where 
or how he 1s furniſt®d with ſuch a Commodity; 
nor where his Cuſtomer may be ſped at a cheap 
rate : Yet herein you muſt be govern'd by tha 
Royal Law, Thou ſhalt love thy Netghbour as thy ſel: 
and you are to anſwer others in all ſuch caſes, « 
you ſhould defire to be anſwered your ſelf. And 
prefer a greater and common Good before a leſſer 
private Advanitage ; as the Law of Nature taught 
that Heathen to judg that the Mariner, who 
having got the ſtart of other Ships, which wereMl 
carrying Corn to a diſtreſſed Iſland , ſhoulWw 
feort to make Advantage of the poor People 
Ignorance and Indigence, but plainly tell them 
of the Supplies that were coming towards them, 
In other Caſes, tho a Tradeſman may not lie upoi 
the Catch to defraud his Brother, yet he maj 


ſtand upon his Guard, and not betray or preju- 
dice himſelf. 


I. The Tradeſman's Veracity then conſiſts, Is 
not concealing from your Cuſtomer that Truth which 
Y the Law © Equity or Charity you ought to te 
bm. If you know any ſecret conſiderable Fault 
in your Commodity, it is not ſufficient that you 
make what Abatement you think Ht for it, bi 
you ought to diſcover it to him : for he ma); 
and perhaps pon good Reaſons, ſet a rs 

V 
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value vpon that detect than you do, and be far 
E more prejudic®d by it, than your Abatement 
comes t63j:.Or if you know any other cauſe» 
whereby ;you may be reaſonably aſſured that the 
Bargain will turn conſiderably to his Prejudice, 
and'the forbearing of it will not be an equal 
Prejudice to: you ; the Law of Juſtice and Chari- 

3 obliges: you to give him warning of it. By 
the ſame Rule you ought not to pay to any Man 
that Coyy which is not carravr, eſpecially to him 
that confides in your Sincerity ; but fairly tell 
him your. Suſpicion of it, for otherwiſe you do' 
not indeed pay him the Sum for which you did 
agree. In all ſuch caſes you would take it well 
and reckon it for great Integrity; to be advertis'd 
your ſelves, and then it nwft needs be highly 
commendable in you, to advertiſe your Neigh- 
bour. . Say not, that you only do herein as you 
vere done by, you were deceived in the Goyn or 
Commodity by others, and therefore may now 
lo the like : For you muſt not deal with others 
is you are, but as ye would be dealt with ; and 
you wilt find it an unſound Concluſion at laſt, 
to deceive an honeſt Man, becauſe you have 
den deceived by a Knave. 

2. This Trath and YVerarity is ſhewed #n ſhun- 
ning all unjaſt Commendations of your C ommodities. 
f you do this ignorantly, thinking them to equa- 
lize your" Praiſes, when inde:d they do not, you 
offend in a: cutpable Miſtake, becauſe you ought 
to know the real Goodneſs of your own Commo- 
dity ; or to heſitate about it, if it be dubious to 
you; But if you extol that which you know is 
Not praife-worthy; or, above that _ you 

bet of now 
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know it deferves, it is then a notorious Offence 
againſt Juſtice, Charity and Truth. - Thus, to 
affirm that a Commodity is new, or of the nemef 
Faſhion, when it is old; that it is the beſt in 
Town, when you know there is better. To 
up this Book, meerly becauſe you printed it, 
this Edition, becauke you woukd gladly fell it, 
when you know the intrmſick Goodneſs of the 
thing doth not anſwer it, are all Treſpaſk 
againſt that Veracty and Truth, which ſhoull 
be currant between Man and Man. 

3- This Yeracity will teach the Tradeſma 
To avoid all unjuſt Diſparagements of -a Commodiy, 
Thus we read, Prov. 20. 14. The Bayer ſaith, 4 

ht, it is naught, but whon he. gaeth _ 
boaſteth. But the Gain you reap by ſuch Art 
fices, will not ballance the Guilt you contraf 
by ſuch double dealing. Forge' not therefor 
any cauſleſs Exceptions; for your own Conf 
ence muſt needs 4 if you have any left ) givetle 
Lie to your Tongue. Things which are mani 
feſtly good, allow them their due Commendat 
ons, otherwiſe you will more difparage you 
own Judgment.,or your Sincerity, than the thing 
themſelves : Things that are evidently fautt; 
you may plainly, but withal modeſtly mentio 
their Defects. But be not too confident of wh 
1s doubtful, but make uſe of due Caution in r: 
ſpect of your ſelves, and the like due Charity 
reſpect of your Neighbour. Ruin not his Cre 
dit, becauſe he hath ſometimes a Commodit) 
which will not paſs the muſter : nor aggravat: 
a Defett above Demerit of it, for that ſavour 
of Spite and Uncharitableneſs. You may thinl 
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that your Tongues are your own, and being vo- 
lable, by them you can enhanſe or depreſs whar 
you pleaſe ; but all this is but a ſort of Cheating, 
which the leſs it falls under the Cognizance of 
Man's Law, the more it 1s obnoxious to the 
Juſtice of God. 

4 T his Veracity of the Tradaſman conſiſts, 1 
abborring to affirm or ſay what is Untruth, cither 
about the Kind, or Price of his Commodity. 
This is ſo plain a caſe, that one would think 
none ſo baſe and wicked; -as to offend herein. 
"9 But daily Experience proves, that this is too 
} uſual. To pretend a Commodity is of one Kind 

or Country, and it is of another ; that it 1s 
-M faultleſs, when you ſtrive only to cover them ; 
to affirm that the Beaſt is ſound, when he 1s 
lame ; that the ManufaCture is of ſuch an excel- 
lent ArtiſP's Work, when it is not ; that it colt 
you two Shillings, when it never did ; that you 
cannot aftord it under ſuch a Price, when your own 
Conſcience doth or may tell you, that you can ; 
that you have refuſed ſo much for it, when it was 
never offered you ;, that you never ſold it at ſuch 
a low rate, when you know that you have, 
Theſe and all ſuch like Affirmations, are diretly 
againſt Trurh and Yeracity,, and you have 
ſtrongly ſtupified and impoſed upon your own 
Conſcience, that dare trade with theſe Fallittes. 
Does not the God of Truth ſtand by you and 
hear every Word ? and may not he juſtly, how 
ſoon you know not, cram theſe Lies down your 
Throats and choak you with them ? Well, his 
Forbearance is no Acquittance. If, for every 


Lie, your Tongue were boar'd through ha wy 
2 os 
: 


150 The Tradeſman's ( alling. Ch.s, 
hot Iron, would you be ſo brisk with them ? Alx, 
. without a ſound Repentaitce, a far greater Tor- 
ment 13 prepared for you. Reſolve therefore, 
jf Truth will not maintain you, Falſhood never 
ſhall. An Eſtate gotten by Deceit, will deceine 
him that gets it. And the Wiſe Mar hath 
termined, That 4 poor Man u better than a Liar 
Prov. 19. 22. W 
5. This YVeracity 1s to be ſhewed by the Tradeſ. I wi 
man, In forbearing all Equivocations and diſguiſes 
in bs Tranſattions. For, as you have heard, the ® 
end of Speech is to notify your Minds to others; 
when therefore it is clouded with Ambiguitie | ti 
purpoſely to deceive another; the end is fruſtrate, 5 
and your Neighbour unjuſtly impoſed upon. © 
?T6s true, a Man, as above, 1s not bound always # 
to impart all he knows ; Prov. 29. 11. A Fool u- ? 
tereth all his Mind : but a wiſe Man keepeth it un 
eill afterwards : But he is never permitted to deal Wl * 
in mental Reſervations ard Equivocations, where-MI | 
by to deceive his Neighbour, which are nothing] 
clſe but painted Lies. Your ambiguous Words! 
are 1n one Senſe true, it may be, bur in another, } 
_ falſe; and you preſent them to him in one Sen; | 
and keep them to your ſetves in other ; or per- 
haps you will ſpeak out ſo much as may deceive} 
another, and reſerve ſo much in you own Mind, | 
as, Were It added to the reſt, would contraditt 
what you have ſaid. Now theſe, as they are | 
equally injurious with downright Lies to them 
with whom you deal; i they are equally abhor- 
red and avoided by the upright Tradeſman. For 
as-a Thief diſguisd, is fully as dangerous 4s 
bare-faCd , ſo all ſuch ſophiſtical trafficking be 
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ſtructive to Juſtice and Honeſty, as plainer 
Falſhoods. The upright Tradeſman, tho he 
ſhould be a wiſe Man, yet he is a plam Man, 
he will ſpeak as he thinks, and do as he ſpeaks. 
It favours ſtrong of Knavery, when a Man's 
Speech is like Apolo's Oracles, which may be un- 
derſtood either in a fair, or in a fatal Senſe. 
Would any of you be fo trapan'd ? or be pleaſed 
with ſuch double-deatings ? why then renounce 
ſuch dealing your ſelves: Be 1/raclites indeed, in 
he BY whom there 15 no gule, - WTR tm. io 

:1 6. The Yeracty in the Tradeſman extends to 
5, the Keſtraiming the multiplicity of Words. The 
e, 8 Scripture doth every where condemn a multitude 
8 of Words, and faith, Prov. 10. 19. [7 the mul- 
SY tetude of Words there wanteth not Sin : but he that 


By 7efr amneth his Lips, is wiſe. And Eccleſ. 5.3. That 
19 #4 Fools Voice is known by multitude of Words : Yea, 
| Prov. 29. 20. Seeſt thou a Han that is haſty in his 

Words ? there -is more hope of a Fool, than of him. 
18 And on the contrary, Prov. 17.27. He that is 
3 wiſe, [pareth bis Words, And yet what a flood of 
2 Words are commonly poured out about the 
2 {malleit Traffick ? Amongſt which, there muſt 
needs be many vain and unprofitable. 'T he Sefter 
commonly asking unreaſonably high, while the 
Buyer doth as commonly bid unreaſonably low ; 
ard a long ado ere they can come Near One ano- 
ther. Yea oftentimes he that ſells, ſhall peremp- 
torily affirm, he will take no leſs than he hath 
ſpoken ; and he that is buying as poſlitively con- 
cluding, that he will give no more than he hath | 
offered ; and yet both of them ſhall recede from 


their Words, ere they have done, Now tho1 
= Re cannot, 
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cannot ſay that every altering of a Man's Price, 
either in the Seller or.-the Buyer, 1s a Lie; for 
you have heard that a Lie 1s a fallifying the 


ruth with an Intention to deceive, wheres | 


this when it is juſtihable 1s only to ask too much, - 
that the Chapman may give juſt enough, or only 
to bid too little, that the Tradeſman may not have 
too much ; iniquum fetere, ut equuim ferat : Yet 


great Caution mult herein be uſed, leſt you take Þ 
an unjuſt Price as well as ask it, or at leaſt occaſion F 
others to think you do ſo : but as our Saviorr faith F 
1n alike caſe, Mat.5.37. Let your Communication be Þ* 
yea, yea, nay, nay ; for whatſoever 1s more than theſe, [7 
cometh of evil : So certainly theſe Methods pro- 1 
ceed from that Injuſtice, which Men either have I? 
in themſelves, or ſuſpect to be in others ;, or elf: |? 
why might not any ſuch Traffck be diſpatcWd I 
in two Words, as well as in two hundreds ? And |: 
this ſhews how far we are degenerated from the |* 
Primitive Simplicity ; for there in one Verſe, Gen, |? 
23. 15. Ephron ſaith, The Land is worth four hun- [3 
ared Shekels of Silver : and in the next Yerſe 4- |? 
braham weighed to Ephron the Silver without | 
more ado. The like in the caſe of Boaz, of Da- |} 
vid and Araunah, of Feremiah and Hanameel. And 


you will find that frequent recedings from your 


Word, wil] indanger to forfeit your Credibllity, | 
and it were much better and eaſter for Men to be | 
at a word in their Bargains; unleſs upon a ſtrifter | 


Obſeryation of the Commodity, there is viſible 
cauſe to alter it. Say not, there is no trading 
without this Cuſtom ; for we ſee, that de fatto 
conliderable trading is diſpatch'd by givers Per- 
ons, without either many Prices, or many 
—0P | Words 
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Words, which ſhews that the thing is poſlible, 
and ſurely ſhould be endeavoured by all diſcreet 
and conſciencious Perſons. 


IV. And here let us make Application of this 
Point. 

1. Let all Tradeſmen reflef upon and take due 
Cognizance of their own Behaviour in this mat- 
ter. Have you 1n the foreſaid Particulars liv'd 
in all good Conſcience to this day ? Have you 
always ſpoken the Truth in your Hearts.? Have 
you been cunning Hunters, as' Eſau, or plain Men 
as Facob ? have you ſet a watch before the Door 
of your Lips, and kept your Mouth with a Bri- 
dle? have you never made Lies your Refuge ? 
nor affirm*d any thing, which your Conſciences 


have contradicted ? O judg your ſelves, that ye 


may not be judged of the Lord ! Erect a jult 
Tribunal in your owr. Breaſts, and call over your 
Behaviour in your ſeveral Callings; let matters 


'have a fair Trial, and pronounce righteous Judg- 


ment. And if you find your felves faulty, make 
your Atonement with God ; and make what 
poſlible Amends you can, to thoſe that have been 
deceived by you. Make tr«e Confeſſions of your 
falſe Equivocations, and reſt not, till you have 
obtain'd Pardon through the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 

2. I am authoriz'd from this Point to ſpeak 
Reproof and Terror to all thoſe Tradeſmen that 
do love or make a Lie. There are too many that 
care not what they ſay, ſo that they may gain by 


It; affirm any thing, deny any thing, cloud, co- 


lour, cquivocats, dcny their own Word-, __ 
z tradi 
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tradict themſelves, and their Conſciences, pro. 
ftitute their Credits, cheat and injure their Bre- 
thren ;3- and all this to get that Wealth, from | 
which they may be rent, or it rent from themin Þ 
2 moment. Is this Witdom ? 1: this Religion? | 
Is it Morality ? No, none of them. This is to 
burn your Fingers, to ſave yours Snutters; to | 
tufſer your Heads to be broken, to ſpare your | 
Helmet : Ir: 13 to over-rcach your ſclves. They Þ 
that obſerve lying Vanities, forſake their own Mercy. Þ 
*Tis ten to one, that this courſe will diſappoint Þ 
you in this World : Yon will at length be de- 
tected and ſhun'd of all Mcn : Prov. 12. 19. The F 
Lip of Truth ſhall be eſtabiſhled far ever * bur a lyins [2 
Tongue is but for a moment. God may jultly pro- | 
nounce your Fate like Afeabs, }cr. 48. 30. Hi 
Laes ſhall not ſo effeft #t. But if he pleaſe, in Fn 
Judgment, to proſper a lying Tongue, and that # 
you grow rich thereby, yet a hzavy Curle is in- # 
rail d upon your Eſtates. They will b: means 10 
ted your, or your Poſteritics Sins in this World, | 
and to fink your Souls into endl:ſs Miſery in | 
another. Behold Gehazi, 2 Kings 5. His Heart |* 
was {et upon Money, no matter how he got it; | 
he makes one Lie to Naamar, and another, to | 
Eliſha, and got the Prize ;, but he got the Curſe 
of Leproſy with it : let him be' a Pillar of Salt 3 
to you. If you value your External Credit, if you | 


value your Jnternal Comfort, if you value your | 
Eternal Happineſs, buy the Truth and ſell it not, © 
and baniſh away thoſe lying Lips. You dare 
not ſwear ; you think, and that truly, that ſwear- 
ug 15 an heinous Sin; but lying it's a Peccadillo, | 
« vemual matter : bat deceive not your _ 
oy 
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For, Rev. 22. 15. without are Dogs, and Sorcerers, 
and Whoremongers, and Murderers, and Idolaters 
and whoſoever loveth and maketh a Lie : Behold 
the Company that Liars are found in, and the 
Place whither they arecaſt. And tho among Sins 
thzre is no beſt, yet there is a bad, and a worſe, 
and Lying is juſtly reckon'd among the very worſt 
of Sins; he muſt havea great meaſure of Atheiſm, 
and very little Life in his Conſcience, that can 1n- 
dulge himſelf in this Trade: yea, It 13 worſe 
than Swearing in ſome reſpeCfts : Therein you 
offend God and hurt your ſelves ; but herein you 
offend God, hurt your own Souls, and injure 
your Neighbour alſo. If all this cannot ſtop 
your lying Tongues, behold ſhortly, that ſhall 
come to paſs whuch is written, Pſal. 63. tt. 
The Mouth of them that ſpeak Lies, ſhall be ſtop- 
ped. / 

3. I exhort you in God*s Name and Behalf, 
to ſpeak, Truth every Man with bis Neighbour, \ee- 
Ing you are Members one of another. Let your 
Words be a true Copy of your Meaning : Do not 
row one way and look another, ſpeak one thing 
and think another. The People whom God 
will ſave, are Children that will not lies, Iſa. 
63. 8. What Man is he that deſireth Life, 
—— keep thy Tongue from evil, and thy Lips from 
ſpeaking Guile ,, Pal. 34. 12, 13. Study and 
practiſe it your ſelves, recommend it ro your 
Children, charge it upon your Apprencicg- If 
you permit them to lic to your Advantage, they 
will not. ſcruple to li? to your Prejudice. No, 
let Juſtice and Truth have both of them a place, 


brhind your Counters ; let them rule 1n the oy. 
ibs Is (of 


At hand to ſmite when the: Tangue trips: even 
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let them accompany you to the Exchange; @ Þ 
ſhall you find Favour and good Underſtanding in F 


the ſight of God and Man. When Azur had but Þ 
two things to ask of God, this was one of them, 
Prov. 30. 7, 8. Remove far from me Vanity and 
Lies ;, and then, will God give you the other Þ 
thing which he requeſted, that is, he will find Þ 
you with Food convenient for you. 4 

To this end, 1. Labour for the true Faith Þ 
and Fear of Gad. So you will ſet the Lord al- 
ways before you : and then, ſure you dare not 
utter an Untruth. This will make you ſay with 
holy Paul, 2 Cor. 11. 31. The God and Father of 
our LordFeſus Chriſt, which is bleſſed for evermore, 
knoweth that I lie not. Few that will dare to ſpeak 
an Untruth, if they know that a ſtander-by is 
able to diſprove them. If you had but one dram 
of Faith or Fear, aftually ſtirring in your Hearts, 
you durſt not, you could not ſpeak a falſe thing, 
He always ſees, tho he be oft unſeen : He i no | 
far from every one of ws. How can you lift up |: 
your Faces to him in Prayer at Night, when you 
have fo affronted his Truth and OQmniſcience in 
the Day ? Aſſure your ſelves, that the God of | 
Truth will never ble eithera Lie, or a Liar. | 
Learn that Leſſon, Prov. 23. 17. Let not thy 
Heart envy ( or imitate, ſo it may be rendred) |? 
Sinners ;, they'l go their own way : but be thou in |? 
the fear of the Lord all the day long. Place thy |* 
ſelf aways before him, and believe every place |* 
to be filled with God. * 
2. Getand keep a truly tender Conſcience, This 
15 God*s Subſtitute, and being in our Boſoms, 1s 
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natural Conſcience would go far in this matter. 
The wiſe God hath placed Conſcience and Shame 
in us for the bridling of Sin, and of this Sin in 
particular. Conſcience that ſtands in awe of 
God, and Shame that ſtands in fear of Man 
and when theſe Bridles are broken by the ſtrength 
and cuſtom of Sin, Man grows the moſt profli- 
gate and abominable Creature. in the World. 
But unſanCftified Conſciences are very often, e- 
ther yoid of Senſe, or fnll of Rage ; they are 
either ſlumbring with Security, or roaring with 
Horror. A renewed Conſcience 1s the great 
Preſervative, which having ſmarted for Sin, is 
tender at the approach of it again ; and ſo dare 
not come nigh any of the Avenues of Sin. In 
the Body, the Hand can endure a Blow, the Eye 
cannot-endure a Mote ; the tenderneſs of the m_ 
cannot bear it. Conſcience is the Eye of the 
Soul, it is Index, Judex, Vindex. Ard therefore 
beware of baffling, or of bribing your own Con- 
ſciences. If they may not ſpeak.,they will write; 
and write bitter things. And ſome Care mult be 
uſed tothis end, you muſt with that holy Apoſtle, 
AQt.24.16. Exerciſe your ſelves herein,to have alw 

a Conſcience void of Offence toward God and toward 
Men. 

3. Ardlaſtly; You muſt Love your Neighbour 
as your ſelves, Delicata res eft amor ;, we are un- 
patient of any Injury done to thoſe whom we 
love. It is baſe Self-love, that begins and ends 
at home. No, he that rightly loves himſelf, 
truly loves his Neighbour : And every Man 1s 
our Neighbour. O the Excellency of our Re- 
ligion ! It teaches vs to be ſober, righteous, and 


godly, 
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odly here, as well as how to be happy hereafter, 

t teaches us to be wiſe, and yer upright, Ne 
ture teaches us tolove our ſelves,but Grace teaches 
us to love our Neighbour as our ſelves; and 
what Man ever told a known Falſhood to him- 
{clf ? But whither is this lovely Grace fled and 
gone ? Of old the Chriſtians, Occulris ſe w- 
#r5 norunt & amant mutud pene antequam nouverin | 
_ as Mtn. Felix obſerves,but now It 1s not ſo. Let 
every Man revive this noble Grace in his own 
Heart. Let all Tradeſmen walk according to thi; 
Rule ;, you are ſupported by others, be wil- 
ling that others be ſupported by you ; you 
that expect plain dealing, uſe it. And if you 


have any true Love to God, or to your Neigh- | 


bour, or to your own Souls, putting away Lying, | 
Jpe /0/ lege Truth with his Neighbour : & we | 


are Members one of another. 


CST. 4: 


Of Contentedneſs in a Trade. 


airus at in that Exhortation, 1 Cor- 7. 20, Let 
every Man abide in the ſame Calling, wherein he was 
called. For it ſeems that fore raw Chriſtians had 
a conceit, that the Chryt;ar Religion diflaly'd all 
e2ibo4 | prece- 


| Fifth Requiſite to the right managin of your | 
A Trades, 13 C Bout ad This = Ape ; 
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precedent Obligations, that the believing Wiſe 
was ipſo fatto releaſed from her Infidel Husband ; 
that it was unlawful and unreaſonable for a 
Chriſtian Servant, -to continue in his outward 
Servitude. And the Servants by the Jew:ſh and 
Roman Laws were in ſuch Slavery, that Fleſh 
and Blood was glad of ſuch an occaſion for Li- 
berty. Now to rectify this Miſtake, ſays the 
Apoſtle, Let every Man ( of what Birth, or Parts, 
or Grace ſoever he be, let him-) abede 37: the ſame 
( outward) Calling, wherein he was ( inwardly) 
called: Tho it be mean, let him- ſtoop to it; 
tho it be laborious, let him buckle to it; yea 
tho he be a Bond-Slave, yet let him be quiet, ill 
Gcd that called him into it, call him out of 
it. Like the famous Epiltetw, of whom it was 
ſaid, that he was Servus & mutilus & panper, ſed 
Pus Charws. And here, I ſhall, 


I. Givea Deſcription of this Requeſre. 

11. Give ſome Reaſons for it. 

Il. Shew you wherein the Prattice of it is ex- 
. preſt, ina Mar's Trade ard Calling. 

IV. Make ſome V/e of the whole. 


[. For the Deſcription of it, as 1t relates to 
this Subjet;, It is a chearfid Satifattion in the 
Place and Calling, wherein God hath ſet w. There 
15 2 natural Stwpidiry in ſome Perſons, and a mor 
ral Obſtinacy in others ; and there is a meerly &4- 
tonal Contentment in others; but this which [ 
am ſpeaking of, is a work of God's Spirit z a 
Myſtery which is learned only in the School of 
true Religion, whereby the Soul, the whole Soul 


is 
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is inwardly ſatisfied with God's wiſe and boy 
Will, whereby he hath choſen a Man's Profet, 
.on for him; .his Satisfaction doth not fo ny 
proceed rom the Excellency of his Calling, z 
Hom the declared Will of his heavenly Father 
who hath placed him therein. He is at reſi 
- his Mind, as far as it fit to be at reſt, in this fp 
ful and miſerable World. This is that har! 
Leſſon which the Apoſtle Paul had learn'd, Phi, 
11. For I have learned in whatſoever State I an 
therewith to be content : And an hard Leſlon it isty 
Fleſh and Blood, and rarely learn'd. Ever fine 
our Father Adam was unſatisfied with all the De. 
licacies of Parade, none of his Poſterity coult 
be well content with their Condition ; unlek 
God by his Grace renew their Nature, and limit 
their Deſires. . Men may think, and many hat 
imagined, that if they were in another Eltate, 
in another Condition, they ſhould be well, ard 
never deſire more : but they have found, tha 
the Heart of Man is herein, like a Bladder, 
which the more it*s filled, the more tt ſtretches 
And you will fcarce find an individual Perſon, 
unleſs truly mortified, that is at full eafe in hi 
preſent State ; but hankering after ſome abſent 
Injoyments. The Child in love with the Libert) 
of the Parent, weary of his Reſtraint z the F# 
rent”s weary of his Cares and Labours; the Unmar- 
ried not content with their Condition; and the 
Aarried leſs with theirs; the Poor envies the Plct- 
ty of the Rich, and the Rich admire the Eaſe and 
Quiet of the Poor ; and ſo it is among all other 
forts, and amongſt the reſt, our Trade/mas Þ 
not free. He is prone to prefer not only the _ 
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or the Sword before the Apron; but this and that 
Trade before his own. So that it is evident, that 
Contentedneſs is an hard Leſlon; and not to be 
learn'd but from the holy Spitit df God ; and that 
there is ſome necd to alliſt the Tradeſman in this 
difficult Point : We ſhall theretore demonſtrate 
the gteat Reafonableticſs and Neceſlity of it. 


II. The Reaſon? to inforce this Requiſite are 
either, 1. In reſpect of God: Or, 2. In reſpect 
of our ſclves. There are many other Topscks, 
whereby to nrge it, but I ſhall content my ſelf 
with theſe. 

1. In reſpeCt of God. 

(1.) His plain Command of this frame in ge- 
neral ; Heb. 13. 5. Let your Converſation be with- 
out Covetouſneſs ;, and be content with ſuch things as 
e have : For he hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, 
nor forſake thee, No Command can be more plain ; 
nor any Reaſon to a Chriſtian more ſtrong, than 
God's Command. Be content with ſuch things 
as Te have; not ſuch things as Others have, others 
have this and that, ſuch a Trade, ſuch a Houſe, 
fuch a Table, ſuch Clothes ; but be ye content 
with ſach things as ye have. Agaln, think not 
what things ye have had;, you have lived ſo and 
fo, have fared better, and lived every way high- 
er, before your Marriage, before the Fire, in 
your younger days; but be content with ſuch 
things as ye now have. Again, he faith not, be 
content with fuch things as ye world have ;; ſay 
not; If I had but a better Houſe, a better Trade, 
greater Cuſtom, leſſer Hazard, more Acquain- 
tance, I ſhould do well, I ſhould be content, _ 
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be ye content with ſuch things as ye have, an 
«dds a moſt ſatisfaftory Reaſon : For I have ſaid, 
I will never leave thee,nor forſakg thee. 1 am enough Þ 
he that cannot be content with Me, my F+. 
vour and Grace, is hard, yea impoſſible to | 
pleaſed. 4 

(2.) His wiſe Providence, which hath placed Þ 
you in this your Calling in particular. Your Px Þ 
rents or Friends, who diſpoſed you therein, 
were directed or permitted by the all-wiſe God; F 
- who knew what Calling was belt and fitteſt Þ 
for you. None of theſe things are brought about Þ 
without God, and if you belong to him, your Þ 
Condition is good for you ; and it you do not, it F 
is but too good for you. All things (and then þ 
all Callings) work together for good, unto them that 
love God. Bcelides, he hath Soveraign Dom 
over you, and all his Creatures ; and accordingly 
where he placeth them, there they muſt chcarfully 
abide. As the Souldier muſt ſtand in the rank 
or poſt, where his Capraiz placeth him, how dit- 
hicult or dangerous ſoever 3; much more muſt you 
be ſatified with the ſtanding yqur heavenly | 
Lord and Maſter allots you : you know not what F 
Service Gcd hath for you to do in that Capact } 
ty, or what Bleſlings you are there to recelve3 
Pal. 47. 4+ He ſhall chuſe our Inheritance for 
And when he hath choſen it, ſhall we enter our 
Dillent, queſtion his Goodneſs, or correct his 
Wiſdom ? 

(3.) The Glory of God is another Reaſon. 
You ſhould be contented in your Calling, becauke 
you may glorify God in it. There is no lawful 


Calling, but God is honoured and ſerved - It. 
our 
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ad BY Your . Wiſdom, your Patience, your Diligence; 
id BY your Uprightneſs do glorify God exceedingly ; 
2h FS tor all men mult know;that every good thinggevery 
F: BY yertuous Diſpolition, every good and perfett Gift 


$ (if you trace them up to their proper Spring, 
# they ); come from the Father of Lights ;, and conſe- 
J quently they infallibly prove him to be holy and 
F wiſe, and good ; and fo they glorify him. Hence 
I cven Servants are faid, Pt. 2.10; by their ſhew- 
; | ing all good Fiaclity, to adorn the Dettrine of God 
4 wr Saviour, The meaneſt Trade may as truly 
7 contribute to the Honour of God, as the leaſt 
7 Finger or Toe doth to the Beauty and Welfare 
3 of the Body. It is not only the Beams and Pil- 
lars; but the very Pins that are ſerviceable in 
the Building. And theretore while you may 
bring Glory to God in your Calling, you ſhould 


ly Þ2 very well contentin it. For that's the higheſt 
ly & End and Honour we can reach unto in this World, 
kW to ſet forth the Praiſes of him, who hath calted us : 
{- WF 1 Pet. 2.9. 

y 2. Other Reaſons for this Contentedneſs in your 


} T rade., are 17 reſpett of our ſelves. 
C9 C1.) Your —_ ara. Do but conſider 
- Þ what poor Creatures you are, what unprofitable 
; & Srvants you have been t9 God, what great Sin- 
: WF ners againſt him ; and you will ſee reaſon enough 
r & for you to be content in your place, tho it were 
ten times worſe than it is. If good Facob, when 
he had occaſion for the beſt Arguments he had, 
. & was forced'to ſay, 1 am not worthy of the leaſt of 
all the Mercy thew haſt ſhewed me © GEN. 32. IO. 
What pretence can. you have to expect every 
thing. to. your Mind, when you are not _ 
M 2 (9) 
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of the common Air, the hardeſt Cruſt, or th 
meaneſt Rags ? It's rank Pride that feeds or ma 
Diſcontentedneſs. The humble Man conclude, [his 
here's een a poor Trade, a ſorry Houfe at Ti 
mean Fare. but it 1s good enough for me. I war-f$an 
der 1 am not begging, or ſtarving, or roaring far Wis 
Pain and Miſery. Some others fpeed better, but|ÞRC 
verily think they deſerve better : However, ||tr 
am ſure I deſerve nothing ; and therefore havin|F01 

ſomething, I am well content. Having Food aufYtt 

Rayment, let us be therewith content :- 1 Tim.6. 8, : L 
(2.) Your own Mortality: A great ArgumenFIs 
to Contentedneſs. Whatever Exceptions yoÞ41 
have unto, or Diſaſters in your Callings, yet thi 
may quiet you, that your time in this World sbrÞ 
ſhort, in compariſon of Eternity. This makoſl 
the Apprentice content with all his Hardſhn 
that after his ſeven Years, he hopes to live hay 
pily. You know not whether your Straits, an 
Troubles, or Life ſhall laſt ſo long ; and ther 
afterwards you have the proſpect of a far longe'| 
Felicity. If you fear God, there is but one Lik® 
between you and a Crown of Glory, and tha'% 
Lite Is wearing away apace. When a few Tea? 
are come, then ( ſays Job) I ſhall go to the plact, 
where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and when: 
the weary be at reſt : Job 3. 17. Y 
(3.) Your own Comfort. For Contentedneb'% 
produces that inward Comfort and Franquillit} 
of Heart, which is not to be found in the great 
Honſes, Shops, and Wealth of thoſe that are 
above you. It 1s the poor Tradeſman's Riches; | 
It hills his Table. warms his Bed, trims his sf : 
kes| 
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parel, gives him Mulick, it is his Country-hou 
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orfEmakes his Shop a Palace, his Work pleaſant, and 
Fhis Sleep ſweet : When he can get no Money, no 
JSTrade, no” Truſt, yet this Grace ſupports him, 
Sand gives him Songs in the Night, In ſhort, there 
Fis no outward Comfort which you want, but 
ZContentment ſupplies it : Whereas on the con- 

Ftrary, if this be wanting ; the beſt Trade, Houſe, 
For Eſtate will not make a Man happy. You ſee 
Sthe Merchants fine Clothes, but you ſee not the 
. FDiſquiet of his Mind ; your Neighbour hath a 
; great Houſe, a fuller Table, a ſofter Bed ; but 


opt he have not this Furniture, this Diſh, this 
hs Pillow, his Life 1s but a burden to him. This al- 


29 ways makes the beſt of a bad matter,believes Gad's 
2 Promiſes, hopes for the performance, conſiders 
in, bis own Unworthineſ+, ſees the Emptincſs of all 
2 outward things ; looks not at thoſe that are a- 
2 bove him, bur at thoſe below him, and ſtudiouſly 
keepz a Calm within, whatever Troubles he 
2 meets with abroad. It is ſo needful to a Chriſti- 
FF an, that the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 6, 6. ranks it with 
1 Godlineſs;,, Godlineſs with Contentment 1s great 
71 3 Gain: as if, even Godlineſs it ſelf, were not 
7 & ſyfficient without Contentment. Many other 
2 Arguments to preſs this matter might be uſed, 

2 but they are fully inſiſted on by Others, that I 
{28 nced to inlarge nq further hereupon. 


13 II. I proceed, in the third place,to ſhew to the 
e 3 Tradeſman, wherein this Contentedneſs is to be 
= prattird by him. | 

* And that, 1. Is 4 chyarful undergoing the In- 
IF conveniencies, and Difficulties in his Traae. There 


7 as ſome Inconyenjences in a trading Life in ger 
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neral, compar*'d with ſome other Callings; "wha [if po! 
Condition.in this World-is wholly free fromthen: BY ne: 
Dne Inconvenience 15, that your Bufinels lies amons FI the 
all ſorts of Men, where you meet with my for 
Falſeneſs and Wickedneſs, Deceit and Difay. I bit 
pointments. This mecting with a diſcontented | do 
Spirit, makes it outwardly to flame, or inward in 
toſmother. And the Man cries, Who would ky [4 yo 
ſuch a Life ? never was Man thus vevt perpe-{& W 
tually ; this Miſery is never to be indured, &:.Þ4 [a 
But now Contentment prevents, or paethes ww} 

i{quiet 3 and concludes, what cannct be curl 
muſt be indur'd : If I cannot make others better, 
yet they muft not make we worſe; I will mounÞ 
for that which I cannot mend ; tho I am forr;Þ 
that r'*> World is fo bad, yet I congratulate mz 
Hop-: of a better, and I know that this Life x 
my State of Exerciſe, and not of Reſt, and bo 
will be content. ; 

Another Inconvenience which the Tradeſma) 
often meets with, is, bad Servants: They ar} 
idle, careleſs, unfaithful, vicious. No. ſooner i: 3 
his Back turn'd, but his Buſmeſs is neglefted, hb'? 
Goods imbezeled, and he loſeth more at home, \: 
than he, with all his Care, can get abroad. 
Now a difcontented Man upon this is all on 1} 
tame, throws the Houſe out at the Windows; 
ſeeing he cannot reform them, torments himſelh 2 
and cries out upon the Miſeries of a Trade, and Z 
can take no reſt. But now Contentment will (at 
ter you have uſcd all fit means to reduce theſe Þ 
ungracious Creatures, or, "that being ineffectual, Þ 
to diſcharge them': - When there is no' remedy |# 
this will } make Peace within, and teach yore 
TAY 5 908 ' ; POLICY Þ 
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$ poſſeſs your Soul 1n Patience ;, you muſt cen re- 
S new your Indeavours to convince and cure 
J them : you muſt diligently both watch and pray 
J for them, you muſt mingle ſweet Advice with 
bitter Reproaches : you muſt manifeſt, that you 
$ do truly love them, and not your felf only ; and 
$ in caſe the Succeſs anſwer not. your Expectation, 
you mult conclude with the Prophet, Jer. 10. 19. 
Wo is me, for my hurt, my Wonnd is grievous ;, but I 
ſaid, Traly this is a Grief, and I mit bear it. 

Another Incoaventence incident to a Trade is,that 
you muſt have a Dependance pon many. If it be 
an Handicraft, you depend upon many Maſters 
if a ſelling Trade, on many Work-folks, and ma- 
ny Cuſtomers ; and theſe are ſome of them fan- 
taſtical, ſome penurious, ſome troubleſome, fotne 
FF imperious, ſome inconſtant, ſome (idle, and many 
& very humorous. Now if a d:{contented Mind 
lodg within, this is Fuel for it. No Man would 
bea Slave to ſuch People. I muſt pleaſe every 
one, no body cares to pleaſe me : I believe every 

body, no body will believe me. I am weary of 
my Life, *twere better to drive the Plough, or 
row at the Oars, than drive a Trade. But Coz- 
W tcntedneſs ſtills the Tempeſt with theſe Confidera- 
Z tions; God hath fet mc in this lmployment, thefe 
2 arethings that are incident to others1n my Voca- 
#Z tion, and ever have been. I know where my own 
2 Shoe pinches me, but I know not the Troubles 
= of others. Theſe are not my Stns,and any thing 
# is better to be born than Sin : What have I Wit- 
dom, Patience, and Humility for, but to be ex- 
erciſed on ſuch occaſions ? why ſhould 1 expect 
Men to be without human Infirmities ? 1 that 
| - ms bavg 
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have Frailties of my own, ſurely may indure 
them in others : Since the holy God bears lon 
with-the Follies of Men, why ſhould not I, that 
am obnoxious to his Juſtice as well as they ? And 
therefore Pl take up my own Burden» and Cor- 
zertment will help me to carry it cally. 

":Fheſe are ſome of the Inconveniences that are 
eommon to moſt Trades : But belides theſe, par- 
eicular Frades have their proper Inconveniences ; and 
every Tradeſman is apt to enlarge and pore up- 


on his own, becauſe he feels them, ard ſmarts 


under them ; not conſidering that there may be 


far greater Troubles, which b:long to others, 
and that eyery Man hath his Load. And tho Þ 
theſe are the Fruits of Sin, yet the infinite Good- FÞ 
neſs of God permits and ordains theſe to be oc- 
caſions for the Exerciſe of Grace, and Means to F 
weait us from this World, and to prepare us for a 


better. 


* Thelikeis to be ſaid of the Difficulties which Þ 
the Tradeſman meets with. Some Trades require Þ 
hard Labour, others continual Care ; ſometimes Þ 
he hath too much Work, and ſometimes too F 
little.  Qne day a Biſl Is brought him, and he Þ 
wants Money; next day, he goes to dun his F 
Debtors, and can get nothing. Now there is no F 
Relief in theſe ca £s, but Chriſtian Patience and Þ 
Contentedneſs, You ' muſt go ont of this World, F 
if you would be free from Difficulties : For Mar F 
25 born unto Trouble, 'as the Sparks flie upward, Job | 
5- 7. Shall the Earth be forſaken for thee ? and ſhall 
the Rock, be 'removed out of his place? Job 18. 4. 


Muſt a new kind of World be created to give 
glye you Satisfaction ? No, no, your hulineſs 15 
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to imploy your Wit, your Time, and your 
Strength in that Condition wherein you are 
plac'd, and *humbly to ſubmit to the Providence 
of God ; and to aſſure your ſelves, that God 
will either lighten your Burden, or ſtrengthen 
your Shoulder ; that no Evil ſhall befal you, out. 
of which he will not bring ſome good to you ; 
and in ſhort, that innocent_ Troubles are better 
than ſinful Trjumphs. 
\# 2. This Contentedneſs of the Tradeſman is ſhew- 
ed, In a thankful Acknowledgment of the Excellen- 
| cier and Advantages of his Calling, For herein 
| God hath in great Wiſdom ſer the one over againft 
| the other ( Conveniences to ballance Inconveni-+ 


| ences) tothe end, that Man ſhould find nothing afs 


* ter bim ;, Eccleſ., 7. 14. no juſt cauſe ro com- 
{ plain of his Proceedings. And tho the Tradeſ- 
man muſt be content to give place to ſome other 
| Callings, that move in a Sphere above him ; the 
Stars do not envy the Sun and Moon; yet he hath 
# many Advantages, let him not grow proud by 
| them, above others that are below hun. And 
| theſe you ought to take thankful notice of, ſince 
| it 4 both 2 ſign and means of your Contentcd- 
| neſs. 
? And, firſt in general, The Calling of a Tradeſ(- 
| man is more comfortable for the Body, than divers 
{ Other Callings : unleſs it be ſome of the more 
! Tervile Trades, for the moſt part, you meet with 
{ leſs Toil than the poor Husband-man, and leſs 
{ Dangerthan the Souldier. There are few of you 
that are kept from ſleepby the Aches of your Bones 
in daily Labour, or that will be content with the 
Fare or Apparel of the Country-man z you _ 
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þeſt how it is within, but one may eaſily ſee by 
your outſide, that you have the advantage of 
him every way ; and therefore you may be well 
content. 

Azam; Your Calling is more fr:enalyro the Mind, 

ave generally a more 1nz2nious Education, 
than labouring-Perſons ; and when Apprentices, 
you arc hx'd in Families, and among Ferſons 
where you have opportuiuity to cultivate your 
Parts. Jn many Trades, yau have much ſpare 
time, wherein by reading and converſe you ma; 
accompliſh your ſelves above the ordinary ſort of 
Men ;, not that I would inconrage any of you to 
extravagate, or wander out of your proper place; 
but therein you have room enough for the exer- 
Efng of your Invention, Judyment, and other 
Faculties, and thereby to advance your Trades 
to greater Perfection, and your own Credit and 
Profit therewithal. 

Again; You have in your way, more opportuii- 


to ger good, than the poor Husbandmar. For 
witual Good, which is the main, vou are uſually 


ed in fuch Places, Cities, or Towns, where Þ 


God's Word is moſt conſtantly and ſeriouily 
preached ; whereas many poor Husbandimen can 
feldom reach an edifying Sermon z you converſe 
among good Books, which carefully rcad, do 


convey Light and Heat into your Souls, when | 
many poor Country-men are happy, if they Þ 


can procure a Bible, and a Pra'tice of Pitty, and 
thatr's all. And then you are commonly ſeatcd 
among many ſober and godly Neighbours, by 
whoſe ſiveet Company and Converſe, you have 
much Comfort and Benefit, and fo beg = 

cds 


Ch. 5. The Tradeſman's Calimg. SY T1 


Tediouſmeſs of your Pilgrimage whereas the 
r Ruftick hath very few near him, that canbe 
Felpful to him. And then for outward good things, 
you have a great advantage. For it God add 
his Bleſſing to. your Prudence and Diligence, yog 
may arrive at a greater Eftate, and make berter 
Proviſion for your Pofterity, then the Country- 
man is ever like to do. © If he can but ger-plain 
Food and Rayment,. pay his Rent, and bring u 
his Children to 64 and write, and kar, 


| yance them to ſome Trade among you, it is the 
| higheſt of his Ambition ; but you many times 
| obtain a plentiful Eſtate, and proye a Credit and 
{ Succour to all your Relations. | 
{ And then, laftly; You Tradeſmen have a great 
| Opportunity to do good; which next the beatificat 


Viſion is Man's greateſt Honour and Happinels : 


{ You have opportunity to educate and inſtruct 
{ divers young ones that are committed to you, 
| 2nd to direct them by your Counſel and Exam- 
| ple into the way of Piety and Vertne ; whereby 


they may, when they ſwarm out of your Hive, 


: carry thoſe Habits with them, which will inable 


' © fhem todo warthily in Ephrata, and be famous 1n 


Bethlehem, And if the Lord do blefs you in your 


Implayments, you are inabled to do much good 
} doth for the Church and Common-wealth. It was 
Once the Character of a Biſhop, that he could not 
| preach, but, he could make Preachers by his libe- 


fat Maintenance and Education of Perſons for 
that Calling : So though the Tradeſman cannot 
preach, yet he can ſupport and incourage Prea- 
chers ; he can ſettle a Maintenance on the poor 


Ficarage or Chappel where he was born 3 or ereCt 
| | : 
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a School, and endow it, for the Inſtruction of 
Men's Children in reading and writing at leaſt; 
or an Hoſpital for the decrepit poor in the place 
of his Nativity ; or at leaſt, he can beſtow 4 
quantity of Bubles, and other good Books, upon 
thoſe that would read them, if they had them, 
He can educate and prefer ſome or other of his 
r Kindred, and perhaps make his old Parents 
leſs God for their Relief and Aſſiſtance by him, 
And thanks be to God, there be many Inſtance 
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of ſuch Feats, which the Tradeſman hath donein Þ 


every Country. And theſe are the Advantages 


of a Tradeſinan's Calling in general, which they 


ſould thankfully acknowledg, and which ſhould ; 
render them very well content with their Con. Þ 


dition. 


Beſides, every Tradeſman ſhould ſtudy and FÞ 
collect the particular Agvantages of his own Cal- Þ 
ling. If it be laborious, then it's uſually more Þ 
free from Cares, and leſs ſaubj2X to Lolles; if Þ 
you ſpend your time in buying and ſelling only, F 
then you have commonly more Time, and le Þ 


Toil. In ſome Trades you are brought into 


great Acquaintance, with the Myſterics of Na- Þ 
tyre ; 1 others, with the Curioſities of Art; in | 


ſome, you learn to know Men, in others, Things. 


Now the Tradeſman ſhould muſter up and ſur- F 
vey all theſe Excellencies and Advantages of his Þ 
Calling, both to demonſtrate and to further Þ 
his Contentment therein, and fo ſhould conclude, | 
lam well if I can fee ic, my Calling is but too Þ 


good for me. 


| 3. This Contentedneſ; Is to be ſhewn, in 4 pati- ; 
ent. bearing of the Lhſſes and Diſappointments oy 
| eta 
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befal him in his Trads. And here our Tradeſman 
hath occaſion for all Grace he hath : For ſome- 
times he meets with great loſſes in his Goods them 
ſelves ; periſhing either by their own Corrupti- 
bility,or by the Carelcſneſs of his Servants ; ſome- 
times he hath great Loſſes by the Breaking of his 
Chapmen or Correſpondents; and ſometimes 
meerly by the Providence of Gcd, permitting 
either dreadful Storms at Sea, or wicked Pirates 
to ſwallow them up. Now if God's Grace do 


{ hot ſupport his Spirits under theſe Loſſes; he 
frets himſelf in pieces with impotent Vexation : 
| hefalls out with his Trade, with Men, yea with 
+ God himſelf, and injoys nothing of what he 
* hath left, becauſe he is deprived of what he hath 
* loſt. He inlarges upon the Folly of Trading, he 
! condemns all Mankind, becauſe he finds ſome of 
{ them diſhoneſt ; he extols every Man's Calling but 
* his own; he fretsat the Providence of God; nay, 
* almoſt queſtions whether there be any Providence, 
© becauſe it frowns upon him ; quarrels with his 
Meat, his Drink, his Servants, his Wife, yea 
with himſelf ; becauſe ( forſcoth ) he could moe 
' propheſy ; he could not fore-ſee and fore-tell how 
* the Seas or Men would prove : whereas by vir- 
tne of Chriſtian Contentment, the Tradeſman, 
| tho he be not inſenſible of his Loſſes, yet he 
; Tabours to digeſt them; and things looking 
2 Ill, he will not make them worſe by his own 
2? Folly. 


He conſiders the Uncertainty of all worldly 


Imptoyments, and of all human Affairs, and that 
} there js no ſure trading, but to Heaven ; he con- 
} cludes that tho he will not do it, yet God m 
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Fet, Bounds to his Eſtate, how much will dokin 
good, and that he takes,nor ſuffers others to take 
any way, but what he knows would do him hurt, 
He knows that when he bears a Loſs with Cheg. 
fulneſs, God will the ſooner make it up, thar 
when he murmurs : He remembers that he u- 
dertook this his Calling with a ſuppoſition of 
 fach. Events as theſe. Tho he ſmart and haye 
lo by. the failing of his Neighbour, yet he thanks 
God that he is not the Bankrupt himſelf, and ac- 
cordingly if he find him not diſhoneſt, extends 


Compatllion towards him. He knows that Indea- Þ 


vours belong to him, but Events belong to God, 


who tie is ſure 1s more careful of his good, than Þþ v 


he is himſelf. | 
And therefore, when he hath examined his 


own Heart and Ways, and mourn'd for the Sins 
which have deſerved and procured the Affiiction, Þ 
he fatisfies himſelf in the Will of God, refers 


the matter wholly to him, and reſts contented, 
eats and drinks, and ſleeps as chearfully as before. 
Thinks he,if my Happineſs did lie in theſe things, 
I might repine at my Loſles ; or, if Man's Life 
did conſiſt in the abundance of what he polleſles, 
[ were. in a forlorn Condition : but my Happr 
neſs is in God, he is the Strength of my Heart, 
and my Portion for ever : Or if my own Vices 
bad brought me low, my Idleneſs or Debauche- 
ry, my Pride or Luſts, there were cauſe enough 
of Dolour and Diſcontent. But the Faults of 
others ſhall never make me fall out with my felt. 


And therefore whatever Loſſes or Diſappointment 


F meet with, 1'l be content. 


oy Wy YT Re INE SE 


wi, © © 


l 
M 
\( 
[f 
[. 
N 


Chis- The Tradeſman's Callmg. 175 

4. This Contentedneſs is to be exerci”?d, in watch» 
ing againſt the contrary Temptations. Thoſe Fices 
iQ do oppoſe and thwart this excellent 
Temper. And they are, h 

(1.) Ambition, whereby you will be tempted 
to reach at things too high for you : When @ 
Man's Heart is too big and too high for his Cak 
ling, he is never at eaſe. The Shoe is uneaſy, but 
tis becauſe the Foot is {welPd. This ruwwd our 
firſt Parents, and this ruines many of their Po- 
ſcrity. It 1s true, a Tradeſman may modeſtly 


aim at a convenient Pitch, yea, ſo that he do.ir 


ſobcrly and honeſtly, let him hopefully endea» 


| your to att2in the higheſt degree of Greatneſs 


attainable in his own Calling ; but this Indea- 
vour ſo qualified, will not make him reſtleſs and 


© uneaſy in his preſent Condition, He 1s very 
| well, but yet hopes for better ; that he may be 
© 10a better Capacity to do good, and reCtity what 
| he ſees amiſs in the Imployment. - He does not, 
| he ought not to aim only at himſelf herein. His 


, 
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! greateſt Ambition is to do good in the World, 
2 nd to get well to Heaven. 


(2.) The Tradeſman ought to watch againſt Ex- 
v; whereby a Man hath an evil Eye at thoſe 
that ſeem to be in a better Condition than him- 
ſelf. There's one ia more Credit than I ; ano- 
ther gets far more Money than I; ſuch and ſuch 
live without Care and Pains z Riches flow 1n up- 
on them.3 they have what Heart can wiſh. Sure. 


| theWorld is unequally divided; we are as skilful 
| and diligent, as honeſt as they, but they go away: 
{ With all the Wealth, and: we ſit down wath all 
! the Labour. Sce.what. a Houle, and what rich. 


Furniturs 
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Furniture yonder is, how «hey can lay uy ary 
how they can ſpend, how they . And whe 
is all this to thee ? Is thine Eye evil becauſe Gog; 
is good ? A little Modeſty would teach thee thx 
he hath Wiſdom to know where to beſtow hi; 
Gifts. Alas he fees, that thy Neighbour's his] 
Eſtate, and thy nigh Spirit would undo thee : h 
knows what's ft for him, and he knows what; 
fit for thee : he knows that a Competence, and 
Heaven at the end of it, is enough for the, if 
thou be his Child, and it is too much, if thou h: 
his Enemy : While you have more than you de- 
ſerve, you ne:d not care what God beltows upon 
others. 

And then for thoſe you envy; you know not 
the Burdens they lie under ; you fee their ſeeming 
Happineſs, but you ſee not their real Miſertes: 
You envy their brave Houſes, but you ſce not 
the Cares, the Fear:, and Diſcontents that com:- 
monly ws within them ; you are vext at the 
bravery of their Apparel, but you would pity 
them, if you knew the Diſeaſes that are under 
it. Their Cares and Troubles are proportions- 
ble to their Eſtates, and ſo are their Temprtat!- 


ons. A wiſe Man would not have their Eſtates F 
d Year, for the Temptations they have in an | 


Hour ; Temptations to Pride, to Fleſh-pleaſing, Þ 


ro Covetouſneſs, to Atheiſm £ What Fuel do 
their Eſtates lay up for theſe Sins ? And then the 
greatneſs of their Account, and the imminent 
danger they are in of miſſing Heaven at laſt, 
makes their Condition to require your Compalli- 
on, rather than your Emulation. Therefore, Ze 


mot thou. afraid when one is made rich, when the oy 
- 0 
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of bi Houſe is. increaſed - For when - he dizth,' he 
'ud! carry nothing away, his Glory ſhall not deſcend 
after bim+ Pſa. 49. 16. He that rejoyces in ano- 
thers Proſperity, makes it his own ;, he thaten- 
vies at it, robs himſelf of what he has to no pur- 
1 fe: ; » | A 
ar 3.) The Trade/man ought to watch againſt Co 
vetouſneſs, as a Sin moſt repugnant to Conten- 
tedneſs, as is plain 'in the Scripture before mien- 
tioved, Heb. 13, 5; By Covctoufneſs I mean 
here, An unſatiable deſire of Riches ;' when a Man 
will be rich, or-elſe thinks he cannot be happy. 
And this reſtleſs Deſire when it is kindled in the 
Tradefman's Heart, perpetually rorments him ; 
and. he hath no- content in what he hath, for the 
longing he hath for more. This makes him grudg 
kim{@Uf Conveniencies, ſcant his Family of- Ne- 
cellaries; forger the Poor, and negledt his precious 
Soul to pet Money : graſps after the Shadow, 
and Joſes' the Subſtance. Now what a madnefs 
K'this ? Do Riches make a Man more: wife, more 
holy, more chearful, more happy any way ? 
but onlythat; when they are rightly got, they 
more inable a Man to do good. And do you in 


| very deed delire them for this end ? why do you 


not then, do ſome good with rbofe you have ? 


| <I take God to witneſs to my Conſcience, (ſaid 


x = Mr. Tindat in the Book, of Martyrs ) I de- 
*lire of God to my felf no more in this World, 
© than That without which 1 sarmot keep his Laws. 
I know you aim at Satizfattion; Every Man's mind 


would have Satisfattion, but that wilt never 'be 


got by increaſing your Eſtate, but only by abating 
your defires. You may as well content your ys 
N 
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with a moderate, as with a vaſt Eſtate, As Cynts ( 
told Pyrrhm,when he was boaſting how he would 8 '© 
conquer Rome, and then Jtaly, and then Sicily, i *Y 
and then C age ; to whom Cynees, And whi 

will ye do then? O then, ſays he, wel feaſtand 

be merry : Why ſo, ſays he, you may do now 
evety whit as well, without all this Pain and Dar- 


. «Sos, that Comfort and Satisfaftion, which you 
promiſe to your ſelves after a}l your deſired abu 
dance, you way every whit-as.well receive 
preſet. ' And why then ſhonld you pinch 
your Bodies, negleft your Souls, trouble your 
own Houſe, and. only :mherit: the Wind ? fir 
what bath Mun of all bis Labonr, and of the Vexati 
oh. of bis Heart, wherein he hath laboured under 
Sun? For all bis Days are Sorrows, and his Trew + 
Grief ;, yea, bit Heart taketh not reſt in the Nut . 
Tins #5 alſo Vanity © Ecciel. 2. 22,23. Wiſdom hath 

faid, He that loveth Silver, fhgll not be ſatifud 
with Szver ;, nor be that leveth abundance, with In- 
creaſe. And that, when Goods increaſe, they are 
encreafed thut rat them : and what good is there ti 
tbe Owners thereof, ſaving the beholding of the 
with ther Eyes? Ecclef; 5.10, 11. Watch there 
fore carefully againſt this Termpration ;, if Rich 
fdeertafe, break tiot chy Heart for chem 5 if Rich 
&wortaſe, fet vot thy Heart upon them. , Chear- 
fully raake uſe of what you enjoy ; bridle yot! 
Delires after the World ; dereſt the motion 0! 
getting any thing indirettty ; cruſt in God to ſup 
ply you, who gevrs 8 all things liberally to 51jdy) 
#n44till remember, that ſinvere- Charity is the bet: 
method to obtain, 'and intail an Eſtate upon yo! 
and yours. | (4.) Ano 
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(4.) Another 'oppeſite to the Trexeſman's Con- 
tenedreſt, and which he muſt watch againſt, is, 
Txfndency and Dejettion of Mind. And this 
monly ſeizes npon hung when racing i dead, 
5 has Goods in. his $hop, but no Cuſtomers ; 
waits Uiligently,, and watches for forte lmploy- 
ment, but no Money comes : Anether has been 
x {ame Coſt, and muck Pains in lis Handi- 
aft, to prepaxe his Weres ; - but- knows not 
how,or when to vend them ; and Proyilion muſt 
be had; Rents muſt. be p3id 5 and the Pond that 
salways running opt, and bath no Spring with- 
iy will at length be dry. And: bereupon the 
Tradeſman”s Heart ſinks : he fees; that neither 
us. Care nor Induſtry avail him, things grow 
worſt and worſe, and he is not {0 concern'd for 
reſent. Aﬀgir3y . as he is fallicitous for the 
inte, what will become of him and of his Fa- 
my. 
Againſt this Temptation you muſt vigorouſly 
atm your ſelves, by aRing Faith ypon the Pro- 
miſes of Ged.; who hath ſaid, 1 wil never leave 
thee, nar forſakg thee, Heb. 13. 5. That the che 
Lions &o lac , and ſuffer hunger ;, yet they that ſeck, 
the Lord, ſhall zot want any good thing ; Pſal. 34+ 1©. 
$o that if an aftuence of outward things be good 
for you, ye ſhall not want it. You are to Know 


- 


\ 


that God bath all Mev and Things in his Hands, 


and orders them with perfet Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs : That he ſometmes peraits his dearelt 
dren to come to Straits, to try their Faith, 
Hope, and Patience, and their Dependance on 
him ; whereof the Graſbopper is an Emblem, who 
" repecſented ſacking Pow a8 5 1 con: 
2 en 
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tent me with this, and hope for better. You muſt 
know your Happineſs conſiſts in the Fayour anl 
'Grace of God : So that, althvugh the Figtree fhal 
not bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in the Vine, ye 
you may and ought to refoyce 12 the Lord, and jy 
*nthe God of your Salvation, Withal you ſhoukt 
conlider, That this DejeCtion is the ready wa 
to let in Melancholy, and alſo Deſparre, which are 
miſerable Companions; and which will mak: 
you a burden to your ſetves, and to all your 
Friends. Rouze up therefore your fainting Spr 
rits. Attend ſ{tH] upon your Calling, make your 
Complaint to God, ſpread all your Caſe before hin 
If you knew ,what God can do, you would bez 
up. | They that know his Name, will put their tif 
in him, for he has never forſaken them that ſeek hin: 
,Pſal.g. 10. Therefore wait on the Lord, be « 
| ood Courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thy Heart , wat, 
I ſay, on the Lord. 

(5.) Another Temptation that is oppoſite to 
this Contentedneſs, you muſt avoid, and that. 
Invaaing other Callings. Contentment may we 
conſiſt with your utmoſt Diligence in your om 
Calling; but for a Man either to gripe (| 
poſhble.) atall the Cuſtom in his own Calling, 
to accumulate two or three Callings, meerly t0 
increaſe his Riche:, argues that Man to befa 
from true Sobricty and Contentedneſs with hi 
OWN. | 

In ſome caſes, indeed it may be lawful for or 
Perſon to follow two or three Trades. But thes, 
i. A Juſt neceſſity muſt compel you to it ; not 
greedineſs' of the World, but a juſt deſire t 
hare 2 Livelihood, which the one in ſome- Caf 


and 
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and Places will not afford. And, 2. They muſt 
nt be inconſiſtent ;, if the one do hinder the other, 
or both together diſtract and hinder you from 
ather indiſpenſable Duties, they are to be eſteem- 
ed Snares, and to be caſhierd accordingly. The 
Apoſtles would not ſerve Tables, that is, take 
care about the Poor, when it hindred them in the 
Miniſtry of the Word- and- Prayer : Atts 6. 4. 
Yea, 3-. You may not follow them, to the pre- 
judice of the common Good, for you mult not love 
your ſelves ſo, as thereby to exclnde your Love 
to your Neighbour. Many a poor Family per- 
haps 1s ſuſtained by the Trade, which you can 
live well enough without. Unlets therefore you 
proceed with theſe Cantions, you diſcover a c0- 
retous Diſcontent in your Calling ; and the wiſe 
and juſt God, who hath more Children beſides 
you to provide for, will not hold you guiltſeſs. 
In like manner, you muit beware of Invading any 
thing elſe, that is proper to your Ncighbour : If 
his Houſe, or Shop b: never ſo convenient and 
deirable for your purpoſe, yon mult neither de- 
lire nor indeavour to procure it, to his Prejit- 
dice and your Advantage : you mult not only 
avoid any unjuſt, but any ſcandalous courſe to 
ſettle your ſelf in it. The wiſe God hath plac'd 
him there, and wo to him that ſupplants him 
againſt God?; revealed Will, that 15, againſt Ju- 
ſtice, Equity and Charity. 

5. Laitly; The Tradeſman's Contenteaneſs in 
his Calling is ſhewed, in his ſteady Continuance ut 
i : whereby, notwithſtanding the Trouble, Pains, 
Diſappointments, Loſles, and Croſſes he meets 
with, he conſtantly abides by it; and doth nat 

N 3 withe 


_—.. Ax 


z*® 


1$2 The Tradeſmant's ( alle, Ch.s, 


without ſafficient cauſe deſert it. Ard thiswx ba 
the caſe in the Primitive Times, which the Ap. kn 
ſtle plainly refolves 1n that, 1 Cor. 7. 20. Let ex. ſh 
ry Man abide m the ſame Calling, wherein he ws ha 
called. For Ignatix ſaith, That in his time, many % 
Chriſtian Servants were importunate with th T 
Church, that at her colt they might, by all mean;, 4 
be made free : They were fick of their preſent a 
Callings- Thus many now, when they growſſf P 
ſlothful, or meet with ſome Check in their Trade, P 
are al] on the ſpur to leave their own Callings,and 


betake themſelves to ſome other, or perhaps t 


none at all. be ; 


 Buthe that knows himſelf to b2 at God?s diſpy 

fal, and not at his own, will quiet his Mind it 

his preſent Condition, and will not budg, till Go 
that called him to it, do call him out of it. For 

\ as he that goes to Sea, hath reſolved before 

hand that he muſt have Storms and Enemies] * 
meet him 1n that Seafaring Life; ſo the Tradeſma 
muſt reckon upon Diſcouragements and Dif 
ries, ( ſuch there*s alſo in all other Callinss) 
and muſt not be affrighted by rhem. How ofte! 
havel in travelling along one ſide of adirty Lane, 
verily thought that the other ſide, if I could crob 
Her toit,was fair and even ? but when with mu 
difficulty I have croſt over the Road unto it, han! 
found it _—_ deep and dirty, as that I {cf 
And even ſo yon imagine that ſome other In: 


ployment would be far more convenient for you, 
and It looks ſo at a diſtance ; but you will find, 
It may be by too late Experience, that every Ci 
ing hath its Troubles aud Inconvenicnces ; an 
zf you cannot live upon that wherein you = 

| cel 
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been edncated, and the Myſteries . whereof you 
know, it is very unlikely you ſhould make better 
ſhift in a way wherein you have far leſs, and per- 
haps no Experience at all. And therefore Ds- 
wnes do conclude that it is unſafe for any Man to 
change his Calling, unlefs it be occaſioned by his 
Private Neceſſity, or for the Publick, Good, wherein 
alfo he will never do wifely or piouſly, unleſs he 
poet by the Advice of judicious and upright 
Perſons. ; 


IV. And now this Settton doth require ſome 
Application of it. 

1. Herethen we muſt :mptead and reprove the 
Diſcontented Tradeſman ; That 1s always either 
openly murmuring, or inwardly. fretting at his 
Calling. ?Tis a great Sin. 

(1.) It diſpleaſes God, When the Iſraelites of 
old were ſick of this Diſcafe, obferve how angry 
Ged 1s with them : Exod. 16. 7, 8, 9. five times 
he repeats their Murmurings in three Verſes, as we 
commonly repeat a thing that vexes us. It re- 
flects upon his Wiſdom and Goodneſs. If your 
Apprentice ſhould bz frequently murmuring, and 
ſhew Diſcontent in his place, would you hike 1t 
well ? does it not reflect upon you ? So, and much 
more doth yours, difpleaſe your Maſter in Hea- 
ven. 
 (2,) It diſeaſes and djſquiets your ſelves; good 
it doth you none, but hurt every way. The 
Bullock that is uncuftomed to the Yoke, plucks 
his Neck this andthat way, and frets himſelf ; but 
this only makes his Shoulders forer, and unable to 


bear it ; $9 Diſcontent only makes your Burden 
N 4 heavte 
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heavier. And why ſhould you diſquiet your ſelves 
in vain ? Why ſhould you overlook ſo many Mer- 
cies which you have, or have had, ad pore only 
upon ſome few Inconveniencies ? 
ax(3-) It gratifies the Devil. It incourages that 
empter to tempt you ; T hat wicked and diſ- 
contented Spirit watches theſe Qpporturitisto 
tempt you, either to take ſome indirect Courſe; 
for your Redreſs, or to ferment you with n Ha- 
tred to God, and poſlibly to drill you on to Self- 
Deſtruction : for he is a Murderer from the be- 
g1nning. It muſt therefore be an odious Sin, 
that ſo highly offends Gcd, that ſo gratifes th: 
Devil, and that doth ſo much miſchief to your 


. 


own ſelves. 
2. Be exhorted then to reſt content in your Cal- 
ling. Three things will further you herein. 

. (t.) Fauth, whereby to believe God?: IWord, 
which hath ſaid, Al! things work together for good, 
ro them that love God: Rom, 8. 28- To believe 


his Providence, ſo that all Events in the World | 


are wiſely goyern'd ; and that, Al! the Paths of 


the Lord are Mercy and Truth ( mark it, Merc | 
and Truth) to them that keep bis Covenant - Pſal. 
25. 10. $0 that as he can do a Sinner 10 wrong, fo | 


he cannot do his Child any harm. Fazth, | 
ſay, to appropriate God, and then you have il 


things, when you have Him that hath all things. Þ 
T hey that haye not God, patch a ſort of Con- | 
tent out of the Creature ; one Creature contri- Þ 
butes one thing towards it, and another Crea- | 
ture contributes another ; now if, any one part } 


DE AWAY, any one String out of Tune, the Mulick 
1$ ſpolled ; all the reſt cannot fill up that Detect, 
EP Hemldus he ran 
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and therefore it is a vain attempt to ſeek Satis- 
fafttion in them : But as Jacob ſaid to Eſan, [ 
have all and having God, ſo he had. And then 
Faith, whereby to believe Eternity, that there 1s 
another endleſs World, where there will be no 
Defect, no Grievance, no Cares nor Fears for 
cyer. 

(2.) Humility will greatly. further you herein. 
For Diſcontent is nog a _ of 4 þ Ty” 
28. 5. By thy great Wiſdom, and by thy Traffic 
ra ec d+-/ th Riches, and yy - 1s bfted 
up becauſe of thy Riches : But the humble Man 
concludes, I am nothing, I deſerve nothing, tam 
worſe than nothing; if I can live, that have 
forfeited my Life, it 1; very fair. They that 
have moſt, do but live, they have but Food and 
Raiment, and ſo have I. This ſtartled that great 
Prince, Lew the 1 1th of France,who coming wncog- 
nito to diſcourſe hi Turnſpit, and ro.queſtion him 
what he got in his Imployment, had this Anſwer : 
| Says he, / get as much as the King, for the King 
bas but his Life, and ſo have1; G od feeds the K ng, 
| and the King feeds me. 
s 3. Prayer is' another means : Seek hi; Grace, 
4 ſcek his Counſ.] : If your Contentment be of the 
right kind, it is won by Prayer. Interrupt 
your diſquiztcd Thoughts, and compoſe your 
{ Heart to Prayer. So David 1n his DejcCtions, 

and he ſped accordingly. Recouat to him your 
Difficulties ard Diſcouragements, and bz ſure 
then God will cither make you ht for your Cal- 
ling, or provide a Calling fit for you. And fo 
much for the fifth Requiſire, == 


SECT 


\ 
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SECT. 6. 
Of Religionſneſs in a Trade, 


E &o— Sexth Requifite for a Tradeſman in his Þ 


Callin is Relipiouſneſs, Or kfraue Prety 2nd 
Goalimeſs. This compleats him, this crow! 
him. Here, 


E. I fhall ſhew the Narure of it. 
TH. The Indicements unto it, 
HI. The Exerciſe of it. 

IV. The U/e and Application. 


| I. For the Natwre of it. I donot conſider it Þ 
12. this place in its utmoſt Latitude, for ſo it Þ 
comprehends all the before-mentioned Duties. F 
It teaches a Man to be wiſe, diligent, juſt, true, Þ 
and contented ;, but herc it denotes only a Man's 
Behaviour towards God ; and we may deſcride Þ 
It tobe, A due reſpeit to God in Heart and Life. 
The Seriprure in the Old Teſtament deſcribes it by 
walking with God: Gen. 6.9. And Noah was 4 Þ 
juſt Man, and | aye in his Generation :, and Noal 
walked with God : He was not only juſt and exatt Þ 
towards Men, but alſo he walked with God, Þþ 
that is, he lived in that Reverence and Reſpeft F 
to God, as if God had walked with "= w_ | 
artn 5 
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Earth 3 or, as if he had lived and walked with 
God in Heaven. In the New Teftament it is cal- 
Jed a walking in the Spirit ;, Gal. 5. 25. If we live 
in the Spirit, let us alſo walk, in the Spirit : that 1 

if we ( or. fince we) live a Spiritual Life, if 
we have a difſtinCt Principle of Life, beſides 
that of Nature; let us walk by the Quichring 
and Condatt of that good: Spirit ; as on the con- 
trary, to walk, after the Fleſh, is to be acted and 
guided, by the Motions of our carnal Concupiſ- 
cence. And we find, that the Grace of God 
which bringeth Salvation, teaches us to live not 
only ſoberly, aud righteouſly, but alſo godly in this 


s preſent World; Tit. 2.12. So that 1t 1s not e- 


nough for a Tradeſman, that he be difcreet and 
juſt, &c. as before ; but if he deſign to be a 
happy Man here or hereafter, he muſt be a re- 
ligious Man, an holy Man, and that both in Heart 
and Life. 


TE. And for Inducements hereunto : 

I. Nature teacheth it. Religion is as natural 
to Man as Reaſon : It is a Principle ſo firml 
ſix*d in the Soul of Man, that he can ſcarce poſ- 
libly raze it thence. And tho ſome barbarous 
Nations, have miſt of the true God ; yet there 
are none ſo ſavage, but that a Senſe of Religi- 
on cleaves to them. Cicero an Heathen, could fay, 
Nulla eſt gens tam fera, nemo omnium tam immants, 
Cujns mentem non imbuerit Deorum timor. So that 
he muſt deveſt himſelf of Humanity, that denies 
the Obligation of Religion. Ir is this that doth 
molt clearly diſtinguiſh Men from Beaſts, who 


haye ſome ſhadow, ſome approaches to __— 
ur 


_— 
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but they are utter Strangers to any thing of Re. 

ligion. It's true, Edacation doth cheriſh and 

ripen theſe natural Notions ; but jf we could 

canceive a Man to be brought up from his Infan- 
of without any Society or Inſtruction from «- 
thers z he would no ſooner retle(t upon himſelf, 
andimploy his Faculties, but he would be ſen. 
ble of a Power above him, and of a deep Reſpe!t 
thereunto, $So that this is no precarious Bu- 

| fineſs, we need not to inlarge at all, when we 
propound Religion to a rational Creature : He 
muſt be a Brute that denies it. Now if all 
Mankind agree to it, the Tradeſman muſt not 
think that hz is exempt from it, whom we 
muſt ſnappoſe to be ſomewhat retin'd from the 
Dregs of Mankind. 


'2. The Scripture teacheth it, It 1s the great 
deſign of the Scripture, to make Men Religious, 
And to this end, the Holy Ghoſt doth therean 
lay down the cleareſt Rules, propound the moſt Þ 
excellent Examples, produce the {trongelt Argi- ; 
ments, and provide th2 moſt effettual Means and F 
Helpes, that the Wiſdom of God could devile, FÞ 
or the Heart of Man defire. And as Pi-ty aid 
Religion is there urged upon all Men in general; F 
ſo alſo it is preſt upon Mzn, as they are di- Þ 
ſinguiſhed by their particular Calling. $0 | 
1 COT. 7. 24. Bretbren, let every Man wherein he 
called, therein abide with God, Mark, let hin 
ahide with God ;, that is, cleaving to God ſtill, to 
whom by his religious Allegiance he is obliged : 
Or, not imagining but that he may be godly 
int: Or with God, as if God look?'d at him, Þ 
and at hi; Carriage in his Place : Alſo with Got ; 
that | 


—_ 
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'thatis, in a. godly manner, looking #t bim and 
walking"with him. So that this Text which 
muſt needs include the Tradeſmen, doth lay an 
'uriqueſtfohgble Obligation upon you, to add to 
your Fertue Goglineſs. Hereupon it is that the 
Scripture checks thoſe ſeverely that ſay, To day, 
or. to morrow we will go into ſuch a City, and continue 
there a Tear, and buy, and ſell, and get Gain : Jam. 
4. 13: without taking due notice of God.” - Theſe 
| are ſome of thoſe Words by which you may be 
| ſaved, and by which you muſt be judged at the laſt 
day. i Re CE 

3. Reaſon teacheth it. For, * 

| (1.) Religion i5 the rrzeſt Wiſdom - When that 
* wiſeſt of Men, So{omon, had learch'd in vain to 
| find out an Happineſs for Man, in all th Ho- 
S nour, Riches, and Pleaſures which the World 
* could afford, ( and what can the Man. ds, that 
cometh after the King? ) he concludes the whole 
matter in theſe words, Eccleſ. t 2. 13. Fear God, 
and keep bis Commandments; for this is the whole 
of Man. This 'is his real Wiſdom, this is . is 
grand Duty, this is his only Happineſs. For in- 
$ deed there is nothing doth ſo conduce to our 
4 Happineſs in this World, as true Religion. - It is 
! the moſt certaia way to Health, to Safety, to 
Plenty, to true Pleaſure, and to trite Fronorr. 
Nothing doth ſo much perfect, and regulate the 
Faculties of the. Soul, nor crown it with that 
Peace and Tranquillity as the Fear of God arid 
true Piety ; and then it's plain, that it and it onl 

leads us to the Fruition of Eternal Happineſs 
both in Soul and: Body : Therefore unto Man be 
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ſaid, Behotd, the Fear of the Lord, that is CTY 


- 1 — bp wot mes oocytes —— 


nd to. depart from -Evil, is Underſtanding : Job yg, 
"28. And therefore let every Tradeſman be try 
Religious =. apa 
* *.(2:) There is the higheſ# Equity .in it : And 
"That upon the account of all the Favours ad 
"Bleffings which you have recciv'd from God, and 
"which you now poſleſs. Did not that Gu 
{whoſe Fear and Service we are.now perſuadiap) 
'Place you 1n theſe your Callings ? Did not þ: 
preſerve you' in your Apprentilhips from many 
Dangers, Diſeal.s, and Temptations? Hath nc 
he ſupported you in your Trades, when many 
that had better Foundations have bin ruin'd ! 
Hath not, he given you all that, Eſtate ye have? 
, and. if that be too little, is not he ready to give 
youTuch and ſuch things,? Hath mor he JRnch'y 
$99 ut of divers Dangers, Pains, Diſeaſes, and 
Kept you alive, when ſome of+ your Neighbours 
round about yau are hid in the Grave? Belides 
The great things which, he - bath done for your 
Souls and for. your Families. Now for all this, 


What.deth the- Lord your God require of you 


Cl 
tor, 
Gratuwae, it behoves the Tradeſman to be truly 
Religious. | ws, 

* i (3:). There is the Joundeſt Comfort init. There 
38, It's true, a kind of Pleaſure in finful Ways, 


Which bewitches, thoſe that fallow them ; but 


2s It cannot affe&t the whole Soul, for there is | 
Conſcience in the moſt profligate, which as it is 
vexedin them, in the midſt of their Follies, aud | 
conlequently their Satisfaftian cannot be _— 5 

0 


k, © 


Heart, conſidering what great things he hath | 
for o# - 1 Say. 12.24. Sothat-in point of Þ 


Only | fear the Lord, and ſerve him in Iruth with all F 
done 


þ it Jeaves a Sting, which is both ifeparable,anl 
woſufferabie 3, and when all is done, this Pleaſure 
is-fortal, and 'commoply is: but momentary; 4t 
js but like the crackling of Thorns #nder @ Pot, 
which makes a great noiſe, but is foon extiz- 

. But-now Rekg:on as it doth permit to 
you all innocent Pleaſures, you may have ane- 
qual: Liberty with others, to all that is worth 
thehaving in-thert! 3 ſo it fills the Soul atid en- 
k tertains all the Faculties therevf, with thoſe De- 
- If lights, that are moſt-congruous to them, and alſb 
; © feaſts it with the ſweet review of an holy Life. 
) Bf The Fear of :the: Lord 5s clean, rejaycong the Hear. 
. | {tafords Laughter without 2 Sting, Mirth with» 
; | out Reckoning. i will ſupport. and comfort 
1 
) 
) 


you under your Loſſes, and give you Songs 4n the 
Night, white . others are eaten up with their 
Cares,or wallowing in their Puddle. And there- 

fore it is yoar.. real /zrereſt to be truly Religh 
QUs. | | 
(4-) There is 'the greateſt Neceſſity of it. Our 
_F wiſcand bleſſed - Shwworr told. ddarths, Luke 30. 
| $1,442. Thos art cartfw., and onmbred about many 

| things; but one (thing 115 needful,. which you ſpe 

! was the buſmeſ6'of Religion hearin the words 

| of Eternal Life. .For as ſure as you havemontal 
{ Bodies, fo ſure it is, that you heve .lanuortal 

{ Sbulsz and: as' ſare:as there ts { yatdee ) a vie 

| dleWorkd with reſpe&t tothe ;Body 
| hin &:it,. that. theve is an limvifble World for 

{ the inviſible Soul. Now if yeu muſt ineods cave 
and'\bour to fiiſtzin the Body, and 1t 3s yDur 
common cy, Rent »aſt be paid, Bread wwft be 
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had';, fotetme oppoſe, our 79ff agaiult o_ 
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:God muſt needs be ſerv'd, the Soul muft need; þ 
Taved ;andiin order to it, Knowledg muſt needs bþ 
-pot, Sin muſt needs be pardon'd and mortifed 
a new Heart mf be procured; and a new Lit 
Jed ; and here's Religion, 

| Yeait is neceſlary for the procuring a Bleſſing 
upon- all your Affairs; for Godlmeſs 5s profitable y 
[ all-things, baving the Promiſe of. the Life that mn 
4.1 Tim. 4.8. If you will truly ferve hin 
he'will certainly bleſs you. | He will eſtabliſh th 
(Work of your Hands upon you, yea he will eſtablil 


4, if you earneſtly ſeck it : Pſal. 90.17. Allthe Þ 


he doth ſhall proſper , Pfal. 1. 3. \ Survey the Bui 
of 'God,' and you will generally find, when th: 


Kings were molt religious, they were then molt Þ 
proſperous ;//2 Chron. 26. 5. And as long as Ur þ 
'ziah ſought the' Lord, the Lord made him to proſper: F - 
See the whole. 112th Pſalm. - Indeed on2 may Þ 
Proſper by other Courſes, but that Gain ts clear Þ 
Loſs, and the Proſperity of ſuch Fools ſhall de- Þ 
Trroy them. { And: you ſhould do well to conl- Þ 
der, whether miny of your Loſles, and Croll, F 
and Decays be-'not the. juſt Puniſhment of your Þþ 


Neegletts ini Religion. For when the [People df Þ 
God of 'old neglected God's Service 3 Hag. 1.6. 


He that earned Wares, earned Wages to put into « 
Bag with Holes, 'God can eaſily blaſt your molt F 
effettual Endeavours about-this Life, if you be 
Tegligent about the things of a better, and i Þ 
you 'may-cone to loſe two Worlds, for want © | 


one Religious Heart. 


- 'Objeft. 1; It may be you will obje& the Difficulty | 
of Religion, that the Leſlons of it are too hard, and | 


That the way to Heaven is too narrow for you. 


Anſs W, 


- rather than live in want. 
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Anſw. But Ilanſwer. Therets nothing fo hard 
in Religion, but the Grace of God will make it 
eaſy. Your Trades ſeemed very hard at firſt, 
but now you find them eaſy enough. As a new 
Suit of Cloaths pincheth you a little at firſt, but 
ina few days they are eafie enough; ſo being a 
while habituated to a godly Courfe, the Difh- 
culty will vaniſh, and the Suavity will abide. 
To live in Idleneſs and pertſh for hunger; looks 
ealy ; but who” will therefore chuſe it ? No, 
you'll work, and ſweat, and die with Labour, 
And why ſhoukd Dit- 
ficulties in Religion only fright you ? But it you 
will believe God, you mult acknowledg, that 
bus Toke 1s eaſy, an1 his Burden is light ;, that his 


| ways are ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all his Paths are 
© Peace. Or, if you will credit thoſe that have tried 
{ them, they will unanimoully avouch, that there 

{ IS more Comfort in the Hardſhips of Religion, 
| than in the Pleaſures of Sin. 
| diſpute about Difficulty, when Neceſſity is in the 
| caſe; you muſt be holy now, or miſerable for 
4 ever : and you that cry, how hard a thing it 1s 
| toget into Heaven,will find it an harder mattcr to 
* get out of Hell. 


But what do we 


Objeft. 2. O but ( you objett ) it will be preju- 
aicial to us, It will take up our Time, hinder 


{ US in Buſineſs, and cut off ſome ways of Gain, 
* Which now we live by. We would gladly read 
$ ſuch a good Book, goand confer with a good Mi- 
| niſter, but we have not time for theſe things. 


Anſw. This is but the old Song, when 1fraet 
ſhould go to ſacrifice, than Pharaoh calls to work. 


| But tis a meer Evaſion, how much time do many 


O of 
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of you ſquander away in ſleeping, cating, ſmoak- 
ing, and viſiting ? You can ſtay with any body, 
but with God; and can find time for any thing, 
but the ſaving of your Souls. How buſy ſoe- 
ver you are, your Work on Earth will be dore 
beſt, when your Work in Heaven is dore firf, 
You would not like it, that your Apprentice ſhould 
- tell you, he could not do your Bulineſs, becauſe 
he had ſome Bulineſs of his own to do. You 
are the Lord's, ard your time 1s his, and to polt- 
pone his Work for any thing elle, 1s a far greater 


Afiront to him. And tho the Fear of God may Þ 
check you in your indirect ways of Gain, yet it 


w1ll make you treble amend-,by drawing down a 


Bleſling on your well-gotten Ellate, and entayling 
it on your Poltcrity. 


Object. 3. But I ſhall be ſingular herein. | ſez 


few that make any buline(s of Religion, and why 
ſhould I be alone ? 


Anſw. You are ignorant and uncharitable 


{lo ſaying. There are hundreds, tho you know 


It not, that make Religion their great Buſincls; 
that both trade more, and read, and pray more 
than you : but they do net ſtand praying in the 
Streer, nor expoſe their Plety to all Mens view, 
And then, there is a ſober Singularity and a /#p?- 
ſtitiow, To be hypocritically or ſupcrltitioully lin- 
gular is not more abominable, than a Scriptural 


Preciſeneſs is neceſſary. No doubt, the wicked | 


Soaormites laid this often in the Teeth of Lot, 
when his Life and Way ran counter to theirs; 
ay, he is an Hypocrite, I warrant him ; he is wiſcr 
than all his Neighbours! his very Sons in Law 
mindd him not : and how did the _ 

| [ew 


Np”? —— tooth. end mw 4 od 
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| Crew about Zoar in all probability triumph 
| 2t his fall in the Cave? Yes, here*s one of 
{ your Religious Men, that fſeem'd to be 
| mightily grieved at the Wickedneſs of Sodom, 


but trace him into private, he lies with his 


' own Daughters. They are all ſuch, I war- 
* rant you, preciſe and ſevere to others, but looſe 
| enough themſelves. And the wiſe God doth 

ſometimes permit ſome of his own Children to 


fall, that thoſe who ſeek occaſions, may find oc- 
caſion to ſtumble at true Godlineſs, and be hard- 


* ncd in their own Wickedneſs. For no body 
' makes ſuch wretched Conſtructions and Inferences, 
: but ſuch as are already bent to be wicked. And 


for all the ſad Fall of Zor, yet his Singularity in 
Sodom was no Crime. As it 1s better to walk 
alone In the Field, than to be accompani:d with a 
Croud to Tyburn : ſo it 1s better to go towards 
Heaven with a few, than with a multitude to 
Hell. 

Objeft, 4. Yea, but there may be Danger n it. 
A ſerious courſe will expoſe me to Scorn at leaſt, 
and perhaps to greater Troubles: I love to be 
quiet, and to keep out of harms way. _ 

Anſw. But did Jeſu: Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, or 
the Primitive Chriſtians ſtand upon this? Are 
Men, who at molt can but ruin and kill thee, 
more to be dreaded than God, who, it thou 
liveſt not in his Fear, can and moſt certainly will 
damn thee ? Is the Fire of Hell cooler than one 
of Faggots? Do not imagine it. Howeyer, 
practiſe thou firſt all that Religion, that may 
ſafely be done within doors, and then wel dif- 


| courſe further about the reſt. Hath not God 


Q3 ſaid, 
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ſaid, Truſt in the Lore, and d» good, ſo ſhalt thy 


dwell in the Lana, «1d verily thou ſhalt be fed: 
Pſal. 37. 3. Hath 'vt he ſaid, Who z5 be that nil 
harm you, if ye Fs followers of that which is god? 
1 Pet, 3.13. it would be a ſad Brand upon the 
Age, if it were any crime among Chriltians to 


be a Chriſtian : and we preſs you to be nothing. 


elſe. No, no, theſe are but the SluggardsEx- 
cuſes; Prov. 26. 13. There is a Lion 1 the way, 
a Lion in the Streets, But allure your ſelves, that 
thoſe who dread a Li in the way to Heaven, 
will mect with a worſe Lion in the way to Hell. 


Objett. 5. Yes, but you ſay, This is needle 
for us, for this is the Work and Care of Mui. 
fters; what do we ſupport them for, but to ma- 


7% tncie inatters for us, and it is {ſufficient for 


13d our Bulincs ? 

| have cvinc'd th2 neceſſity of being 
/ tous before. Certainly the End is need- 
, ine great End of Man, which is to be happy 
for ever : 1t it be indifferent whether you be 
laved or loſt, nothing is neceliary. And the 
means 1s equally necellary : for there is no taking 
of Heaven without Violence. Inquire concern- 
Ing the Sufferings of Chrilt, wcre they necdiul ! 
and doth not that require your Care, which r.- 
quired hi: Blood ? Ak all the Saints of God, 
were your Prayers, and Tears, and Diiigence 
n'edleſs ? The Apoſtle Paul ſaid, This one thing 
I do, &c. Phil. 3.13. as tho he intended nothirs 

elſc, and is it come now to be needleſs? | 
And then z as tO God's Miniſters ; Wo to ws, i/ 
we.preach not the Goſpel, but we cannot do your 
\ ork : we can cxecute our Commilſjon, but vie 
Caniol 


= 
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cannot change your Hearts : It i; needful for 1? 


' to open the Doctrine of Salvation z and it 


nezdtul for you to imbrace it. lr is need(ul for u? 


| to give Vertue and Vice, Godlincſs and-Ungod- 
' lineſs, their true Colours, and to dcſcribe to you 


Heaven and Hell ; but it is needful for you to 
fall to pratiſe. God is our witneſs, we chuſe 
the fittelt Texts. we can find, we produce the 
laineſt Scripture, the ſtronzelt Ar ouments, the 
foundeſt Drrettions that we can ; but if you do not 
concur to the ſaving of your own Souls, all our 
Labour 1s loſt, and you are loſt. We arc not 


ſatisfied with your Approbation or Applauſe,” we 


long for your Amendment ; we wait to know 
what good Anſwer we mayreturn to him that, ſent 
us. It grieves us not to ſce you ſo diligent, fo juft, 
ſo rich, but that you ſeek th2 Kingdom of 
God with the leaſt Care, and 1n the lalt place ; 


+ that you neglect the Subltance for Accidents, for 


Shadows : We would have your Credit to be 
good in Heaven ; we would have you to be rich 
towards God. 

III. And fo I come to the th:-d thing under 
this Head, which 1s to ſhew wherein the Pra: tſe of 
this Godlineſs lics in the Trad: eſmams way. And 
_— 

. In maintainias a Religious Frame of Heart. 
There 1s the Fountain, there's the Root that 
muſt feed all the Branches of a Religious Lite. 
In vain will ye rectify ſome Diſorders in your 
Attions, unleſs ye begin your Reformation at 


the Heart : Make the Tree good, and the Frust y_ 
O 3 [ 
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be good. Your great Care mult be to pet, and 
keep an holy Heart; that 1, 

(1.) An Heart beat againſt Sin; for any allow. 
ed Sin will be a coiitinual Thorn in you Conſc- 
ences, and a Canker in your Eſtates. You know 
who ſaid, I alſo was upricht before him, and 1 kept 
my ſelf from my Iniquity;, Pal. 18. 23. Cont: 
d:r therefore what Sin it 1s, to which you are mo? 
eaſily inclid, what Sin you find hardeſt to refff, 
what Sin you are lotheſt re leave, what Sin ſta" 
you in the Face in your Jalt Sc&meſs, what vn 
your Conſcicnces do pitch von when the Hue and 
Cry 1+ {ent out in the Miviſtry of the Word, and 
what Sin you would molt carefully conceal, or at 
leaſt excaſe, ( they are excellent Mr. Bolton), 
Marks) Ard ſet your ſclves againſt that Sin; 
for that”s the Sin that threatens your utter ruine. 
It may be conquered, it may be morrtihcd, ard 
you will have more Comfort in its Overthrow, 
than ever you had in its Tyranny. Ard, 

(2.) You mult have your Heart ſer upon that 
which is good, Abber that which is evil, but that's nct 
encugh, you mult :1{o cleave to that which 1s good ;, 
Rom. 12.9. You mait ſer your Aﬀettions on things 
above, not on things on the Farth;, Cololl: 3.2. 
\Vhen the Sonl leans thus the right way, you wil 
be ready to every good Work, it will be a mar- 
velous Advantage to you upon every Occalion. 
How often might you have opportunities to me- 
Uitate or pray, Or to reprove a Fault, which you 
will lole for want of an honeſt frame of Heart 
A'd this is a thing too much neglected ; Pcoplc 
think it ſufficient to obſerve their Words and 
Actions, but few do mi:d the Temper and Frame 

0 
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' of their Souls,as they ought. Our Converſation, ſaith 
* the Apoſtle, is in Heaven, We are Citizens of 
'- ancther and better City, and we mult be always 


driving a Trade there. No fight to ſuch a Soul, 


| like a Throne in the Clouds : No Mulick like the 
Arch-AngePs Trumpet ; no Song like, Awake ye 
| Dead, and come to Fudgment. 


2. The Trade/man”s Religion lies in the due Ex- 
erciſe of Faith: Without this you' can fro way 
pleaſe Ged in your Calling. 'It you have not a 


\ Ground, and an Heart to bclieve, that your 


Calling .is plealing to God, every itep you take 
In it, is guilty.” Hereby you belicve that there 
1s a Divine Providence, which governs all Men, 
and all their Actions ; which will quiet you in 
all Events whatſoever. When others fret and 


 fumeurder their Loſles, or ſwell and ſtroke them- 


ſelves in their Succeſs ; this will diſcern the Hand 
of God both in giving and taking away, and 
ſo quiet and fix the Soul aright : Thou wilt keep 
bim in perfett Peace whoſe Heart is ſtayed on thee, 
becauſe he truſteth in thee : 1ſ2. 26. 3. Hereby you 
will be able to live upon God's Promiſes for out- 
ward Supplies, and will be incouraged to uſe the 
means to obtain them ; yea, when the Providence 
of God ſeems to contradict his Promiſes, when 
all things ſeem to conſpire againlt you, by Faith 
you will ſce a Bow #n the Cloud, God's Promile 
and Covenant to do you good by all : 2 Sam. 23. 
5- Altho my Heuſe be not ſo with God, yet he hath 
made with me an everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all 
things and ſure: for this 1s all my Salvation,and all my 
Deſire, altho he make it not to grow : Whereas if ye 
only depend upon Second C auſes,yon ſhall ſee what 

O 4 you 
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you may expect : Jer. 17. 5. Curſed is the Ma Þ ty 
t bat truſteth in Man, and maketh Fleſh his Arm, and | 
whoſe Heart departeth from the Lord : When a Man Þ þ1 
works and cares ſo as if he had no necd of God, | 
be ſhall be like the Heath in the Deſert and ſhall not (v Þ 6; 
Then good cometh, as it follows there. Fe that Þ \ 
truſts in Man, makes him God ; he that diſtruts Þ r 
God, makes him Man. = 

This Faith will free you from that Arxicy, Þ 1 
which tormcnts carnal Men ;, who have perhaps Þ | 
the greateſt part of their Eſtate floatins upon Þ 
the Sca, and therefore can ſcarce eat, or drink, Þ {1 
or ſleep by reaſon of their unworthy Fears. Now Þ | 
Faith depends upon God, 1s not afraid of evil Ii-Þ 
ans: for his Heart is fixed truſting in the Lord ; Pal. 
112.7. V1 do my Duty, 2nd let God do his Will, 
And then for Spiritual Mercies, which the Traae|- 
man hath daily need of, Faith is all in all. What's 
the Scripture, or God, or Chriſt, without Faith! 
How ſhall he obtain Mercy and Pardon, or find Þ,. 
Grace and Comfort in time of necd, without 
Faith? In a word, the Chriſtian Tradeſman F 
mult hve by Faith, and breath by Prayer, 

3. The 7radeſman's Religion is to be exerciſed 
In the right Performance of Religious Worſlip. For F 
the ſame Light of Nature, Scripture, and Reaſon, 
which prove there isa God, do with <qual ſtrengt 
evince that he is to be worſhipped. He that doubts 
of this, diſputes againſt Principles. The Tradel- 
man 18 obliged to this, as wcll as other Mc. 
How can he be ſaid to abide with God in his Cat- 
ling, that comes not near him. By Prayer we aÞ- 
proach to God, and by his Word he comes near 
0us. The Tradeſman muſt know that he hath 

two 


| two Landlords, one on Earth, and another in Hea- 
{ ven; that he holds his Houſe and Shop of Man, 
| but he holds his Health and Life of God : to 
* whom a due Rent of Prayer and Praiſes muſt be 


{ Morning, and lay the Scripture next your Hearts, 
{ read ſome part of it with Underſtanding and 
| Application ; and then kneel you down, and lift 
} vp your Hearts to God 1n lincere and ſerious 


x leſs any be unavoidably hindred) and there let a 
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daily paid. Rouze up your ſelves therefore inthe 


Prayer. | EnSes i 6x av 
And at the fitteſt hour, but the ſooner the bet- 
ter, Ict you whole Family come together, ( un- 


Pſalm and a Chapter be read, and then joyn to- 
gether in Prayer : And the like courſe hold at 
Night, withal remembring to ſing the Praiſes of 
God, and let no Company or Bulineſs ( unleſs 
of preſent neceſlity ) tempt you, cither to omit 
theſe Duties, or to do them unſeaſonably. 
Reckon that Almighty Ged is ſtaying for you at 
your due hours, and will not excuſe your neglect, 
anleſs you can conclude in your Conſcience, 
that he himſelf by his Providence with-holds 
you. Do you think in earneſt, that when your 
Family at eleven or twelve of the Clock at Night, 
are ſome of them in Bed, and the reſt halt alleep, 
It will ſatisfy an all-ſecing God to hear you ex- 
culing your ſelves with a ſtory of ſuch Company 
that held you, or ſuch unſeaſonable Recreation 
kept you from his Service ; or any other Bulineſs 
which might have been diſpatched, or deferred 
to another time. Say act, that ye want time for 
this Work, for a Man muſt have time to eat and 


fleep, and pray, whatever other Buſineſs ſtays. 
And 


a 6. il "= —_—— 
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And all this excelle:t Work needs not go away 
with an hours time in the whole day ; for iti; 
not the length, but ſtrength of Devotion that 
carries It with God. Be but ſerious: and incere, 
God will accept a little from you, tit have not 
time for more. 

Plead not your Wearineſs in your Calling, 
that you are quite tir'd before Nizht, ( remem- 
ber you cannot plead this in the Morning ) that 
you have no Strength nor Spirits left you. For 
1mmoderate Labour may be 1inful as well as im- 
- moderate Meat or Drink. God rcquires no 
more, nor accepts, nor will bleſs ſuch totling a 
1s inconſiſtent with the: Ability of your Bodies, 
or the good of your Souls. You ſhould Reaſon thi; 
with your ſelve:, Have 1 taken pains all day for 
little Money, and ſhall not I] itrain my ſelf 2 
Iittle at night for Pardon ard Grace ? If I have 
tir'd my Legs about the Earth, ſhall I not weary 
my Knezs to yer to Heaven ? If 1] have wearied 
my Arms to get a Living here, ſhall I not ſtretch 
out my Hands to get a Crown hereafter ? Of 
you had but a ſpark of Zea!, you would anſwer 
your ſelves. Zeal revives the languilhing Spirits 
infuſes new Spirits, makes a Man all Spirit for 
a tim2. "Thi: in a falſe Religion will ra.ſe up? 
Man to his Oriſozs at Midnight, will ſend him 
ſome hundreds of Miles on Pilgrimage, &c. It 
true, it works more languidly in a true Religion ; 
Men iwim falter down than up the Stream ; YE 
when a Man contiders, that the ſucceſs of hi 
Affairs depends upon God, and that he cannot 
keep Friendſhip with him, if he hold not Cor- 
reſpondence ; and that moit certainly he 

can 
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can and will make the Tradeſman amends by 
' the Ycarsend, for every minute that he ſincerely 
' devotes to his Service : This ſhould bear down 

all Difficulty, and oblige him to the conſtant 
; Worſhip of God. 

4. The Tradeſmarn's Religion is exerciſed, in Ob- 
ſerving a right Rule and End in all his worldly Affairs. 
Ard here he guides not his Behaviour by the Ex- 
ample of others, nor of his Maſter that went 
before him, ror by the current of his particular 
Humour, Appetite, -or-Interelt, -but by the holy 
Word of God, and ſuch Dictates of ſound Rea- 
{on that are agreeable thereunto. You mult not 
conclude, thus and thus Pl do, for ſo do others, 
or ſodid my Maſter before me, or it 1s my Hu- 
mour. or it is for my Intereſt > but what ſaith 
Moſes and the Prophets ? what faith Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ? and what would they do, if they 
were In my place ? and this muſt be your Rule. 
Andin caſe of doubt and difhcnity you mult conſult 
the wiſe and honeſt, and ſo be determin'd. They 
atked Connſel at Abel,and ended the matter ; 2 Sam. 
20.18, And this Care and Pains before,is much bet- 
ter than to wound your Conſcience, and give ul 
Exampleto others : He that doth Truth, cometh to 
the Light, that his Deeds may be made manifeſt, 
that they are wrought in God: Joh. 3.21. Your 
Dceds mult be wrought in God. 

And Religion muſt tcach you the like care 1n 
the End which you ſhould aim art in all your Bult- 
neſs; which ſhould be to pleaſe and glorify God. 
For none of us ( Chriſtians) liveth to himſelf, and 
no Man dieth to himſelf ;, and indeed, he-that liveth 


to himſelf, will be likely to die to himſelf. Bue 
| whether 


A 
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whether we live, we live unto the Lord : Rom. 14.+, 
This is Man's greateſt Duty, this is his highet 
Privileds. We reckon it a great Honour to that 
Nobleman, that ſhall put the Crown upon the Head 
of a King + O how much greater is 1t, to put the 
Crown of Glory upon God's ! But of this be- 
fore. Only you may ask, May not a Man aim at 
Riches by his Calling, that he may have Eaſe in 
his old Age, &c. Azſw. An End is ſubordinate, or 
ultimate ; a next end, or a laſt end. You may de- 
ſign to get an Eſtate, but not meerly for your 
own ſake, but chiefly for God's ſake ; not fo 
much that ye may live at eaſe, but that ye may 
do good thereby. A Man may delire a good 
Horſe, or a gocd Boat to carry him to h1; Friend, 
Every ſtep of a Religious Tradeſman, being 
trac'd to the utmolt, ends at God. He would not 
care for him{clf, but that he may be of uſe to glo- 
rify God. 

5. The Tradeſmar®s Picty is ſhewed, 1 ſpirit 
alizing bis Calling. There is in every Calling a 
Femporal and a Spiritual reſpett. The outſide of 
them 1s the Object of Senſe ; a brutiſh Man may 
comprehend that, and pet his Living by ir ; but 
there 18 an z-ſide, which only the gracious Eye 
can read. There 1s ſcarce any thing which you 
trace in, but a Religious Heart may learn ſonme- 
thing of God ont of it. And this ( ſurely ) 
O one end of Sumules and C ompariſons, ſo frequent 
in the Bible, rot only that God may come down 
by them to us, but that we may by them aſcend 
unto him ;, he hath tranſlated the World into the 
Scripture, that we may think of the Scripture in 
the World. This is the ſafeſt and richeſt Chy- 


miſt 'Y1 
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miſtry, whereby you may extract the pureſt Spi- 
' rits out of the grolleſt Bodies. - As the Bee can 
| gather Horcy out of every Flower, yea, out of the 
| very Weeds ; fo may and ſhould the Religious 
' Tradeſman gather ſome Spiritual Leſſons, out of 
' his temporal Wares and Imployments. T hus 
the Merchant way learn ſomething from at. 1 3. 
45- And all that buy and ſell from Mar. 25. 16. 
and Zuk.29.15. The Writer from Pſal.45.1. They 
that work in Wool from 1/a. 1. 18. and Pſa, 1.47. 
16, The Apothecary from Eccleſ. 10, 1. The 
Carpenter from Ta. 10. 15. and Zech. 1. 20. The 
Founder from Jer. 8. 29. The Refiner from Mal. 
3. 2, 3. The Biker from Hof. 7. 4, 6. The Fiſher 
from Jer. 16. 16. and Mar. q. 19. The Weaver 
from Job 7. 6. The Potter from 1/a. 6.8. and 
fer.18. AndI think theſe are all the Trades ex- 
preily mention*d in Scripture, by which the Holy 
Gho#t dircCtcth us to ſjiritual things. 
There are alſo mention'd the Goldſmiths, Neh. 
3. 8. The Sulverſmiths, Atts 19. 24. The Spice- 
Merchants, 1 King.10.15. The Maſons, 1 Kings 
12.12. The Mariners, Ezek. 27. 9. The Cal- 
hers, Ezek. 27. 9. The workers in fine Linnen, 
1 Chron. 4. 21. The workers in MVeedle-work,, 
Exod. 26, 36. The Smiths, Iſa.54.16. I he Ingra- 
vers, and the Imbroiderers, Exed.z5.35. The 1 ent- 
makers, Atts 18, 3. The T anner, Atts 9.43. Ihe 
Copper-ſmith, 2 Tim. 4.14. The Cock, 1 Sam 8. 
13. The Barber, Exzth, 5. 1. The Fuller, Mark, 
9.3. In general, the Chapmen, 2 Chron. 9. 14. 
and the Cunning Artificers, Iſa. 3.3. And thoſe 
are ( as far I can find ) all the Trades mention'd 
in the Scripture. But as it is ſaid, 1/a. 28. 26. 
CONncer- 
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concerning the plain Husband-man, His God du 
anſtrutt him to Diſcretion, and doth teach him; { 
will the Spirit of God tcach the ingenious Trad: 
man to learn ſpiritual Leſlons from his Tem- 


poral Calling. An ingenious Head indeed is 2 | 


great help herein, but an heavenly Heart is al 
In all. 1 his inſpir'd our bleſſed Saviour to make 
aSermon out of a Vine, Joh. 15. 1. and to raiſe 


Inſtruction from a barren F:2-rree. As we ſe Þþ ; 
on the contrary, how wickedly witty a naughty 


Man will be, ro colle&t baſe and ſinful matter 
out of the Objets that come before him, and 
turn all to Poiſon ; ſurely 1t 1s as poll:ble, and 
much more noble, to extract the Gold, than the 
Droſs. Do but keep open the Eye of Falth to 
ſee Inviſibles, pray for Skill, and fall to Practiſe, 
and it will come. The Profit will ballance the 
Pains. He that turns Earth into Heaven, hath an 
Heaven upon Earth. : 

6. This Religion will teach the Tradeſman, To 
obſerve the Chriſtian Sabbath in a holy manner. It- 
decd this is one of the firſt things that God's Grace 
reforms in a ſerious Chriſtian. No ſooner doth 
he begin to look towards Heaven in ſober Sad- 
neſs, but he begins to value, and uſe the Lora's- 
aay in another manner than before : Hence, Ez%; 
20. 12. I gave them my Sabbaths to be a ſign between 
me and them, that they might know that I am the 
Lord that ſanttify them. Remember the Sabbath 
before it come3: And, if poſſibly you can, diſmibs 
your Afﬀairs a little the ſooner the day before, 
that you may have time over night, to ref{ect on 
your Works the Week paſt, as God did on his 


at the ſax days end, and to bcw.iil your Sins there- 
v 


; 
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in; that you may have time to conſider, what . 


Mercies ycu have to acknowledg, and what 
Bleſſings to beg on the Day following z that you 
may ſolemnly renounce all your Sins, and wholly 


| 4ſmiſs all your worldly Buſineſs, and the thoughts 


thereof, till the Sabbath be paſt. Let not the 


Guilt, nor the Love of any one Sin enter with 
you into the holy Ground ; but waſh you Hands 
in Innocence, and ſo compaſs the Altar of God. 


And tho upon that holy Day you may be inno- 
cently chearful, and rcjoyce in_the_Bleſlings of 


| God ; yet you ſhould not crly abſtain from any 


vile Thoughts or Words, but even from vain 


| and fruitleſs ones : Iſa. 58. 13. Thor ſhalt call the 
Sabbath a Delight, the Holy of the Lord, Honourable, 
| and ſhalt honour him, not doing thine own Wayes, nor 
' finding thine own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own 
| Words, Yea, your Hearts mul! riſe againſt all un- 
| fit Diſcourſe, and with a Chriitian Dexterity, 
| endeavour to carry the Stream of ſuch Diſcourſe 
' another way. Be not aſhamed to ſpeak of God 
; and Heaven, ſince ungodly Men have the Impu- 
' dence to ſpeak of Wickedneſs. Sce that ye 
riſe early, and work hard that day in your hea- 
| venly Trade ; that ſo you may be able all night 


to give as clear an account of what you have 
gotten, as you can on other days. 

Let no worldly Buſineſs be contrived or men- 
tion'd or done that Day, which might have been 
done before, or may be done after without plain 


' Prejudice. It was the Men of Tyre that ſold their 


Wares on the Sabbath, whom Nehemiah repreſt, 
Neh. 13. 16, 20,21. and command your Fami- 


lies from ſtragling, or fooliſh Sports that day : 
| beware 


oe ms. ad. 4 — 
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beware how you give them Liberty that Dy, 
becauſe you can beſt ſpare them, to ſee their 
Friends, or to be out of your ſight ; for that Day, 
and that Way, multitudes of them are undone; 
but let them ſpend that Day in God's Houſe, ard 
in your own. Examine them of the ſtate of their 
Souls, of their Proficience that Day, and ſer; 


| ouſly catechize the younger ſort in the Principle 


of Religion. O let not your Childrens Souls 


neglected, while you pamper and deck their Bo þ 


dies; but ſhow them the evil of Sin, and the 
beauty of Holineſs 3 convince them of their wec- 
ful State by Nature, and mind them of the Voy 
which they are under in their Bapt/-2 ;, let them 
ſee ou in the Pangs of Travel for them, til 
Chrilt be form'd in them : you have time for this 
upon this Day ; and you arc bound in Equity and 
Piety, to recover them out of that Condition, 
ito which you have brought them : put good 
Books into their Hands. and talk with them about 


Regeneration, and explain the Catechiſm to them; 


that, being well grourded in the Principlesof 
Religion, they may rationally 'imbrace the Pre 
Ctice of it. ey | 

And then for your Servants; both Apprenti- 


ce; ard others : Do you think it is ſufficient, that 


they do ycur Work faithfully ? Have not they 


moſt precious Souls ? and have not ycu the charge Þ 


of them ? can you fird in your Hearts to ſulter 
them to live, and for ought you know die, 1n 2 
State of Ignorance and Unregeneracy ? Where 
are your Bowels of Compaſlion ? Alas you 
ſhould have the ſame care of thcir Souls, as you 
have of your own Children! You allow gar 
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Beaſts Food and Lodging for their Work, and 
will you treat Chriſtians no otherwiſe ? on this 
day you have time, if you haye but Hearts, to 
call them to you, and to enquire into their Spiri- 
tual Condition : and never to give them reſt, 
until you have*( with God's help) curd their 
lgnorance and Vices, or find them incurable. Loſe 
not therefore a minute of that precious Time, 
make it as long 2 day as any of the reſt ; and 
when it is done, long for another Sabbath. And 
heartily bleſs the Lord, that he hath given you 
ſuch a merciful Releaſe from the Labours of your 
Body, ard the Cares of your Mind, and withal 
bleſt you with a Market-day for your Souls. LI 
ſay, bleſs him, and let the Voice of Praiſe and 
fioging Pſalms be heard in the Righteous Man's 
Dw:Jlings., A joyful Sabbath is the Suburbs. of 
Heaven. Fs | 7 

7. This Religions will oblige the Tradeſman to 
the practice of conſtant Warchfulneſs. Which is 
a continual care to pleaſe God in your Thoughts, 
Words, and A&ions, and ther you oftend him nor 
in any of them. And herein lies much of the 
Eſſence and Life of PraCtical Religion ; as pres 
ventive Phyſick is much better than curing; and 
Obedience better than Sacrifice. For they that 


{ have ſuch ſinful Hearts within them, and ſuch a 
{ wicked World, and malicious Deyil without 
| them, had need to watch, as well as pray againſt - 


Temptation. Above all keeping, keep the Hears ; 
Prov. 4- 23. quench the firſt Sparks of Sin there, 
O quench them quickly ! and. know, that 3s 
Light only excludes Darkneſs, ſo it js kmpoſhble 
to keep out bad Thoughts, without the OT 
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bf good ones. Watch over your Words, and 
conlider what, and how, and why you ſpeak; 
and indeayour not only to ſpeak whar is lawfil, 
but what 13 uſeful z remember that Words ar: 
like Arrows, when once out, you know no 
Where they may light ; eſpecially be careful of 
them before your Children. And for your At 
ons, take a wiſe Man's Counſel, Prov. 4. 26. Por 
der the Path of thy Feet, and let all thy Ways be 
eft abl:ſhed. | | 

And eſpecially watch againſt the Temptations 
of your particular Calling ; for every Trade hath 
ſoine particular Snare, as every Conſtitution hath 
ſome particular Sin, and it is the Wiſdom of 1 
Man to keep conſtant Watch againſt it. But the 
[Temptations that are moſt common to all Trade, 
are either Debauchery on the one hand, or World 
lineſs on the other. Your greateſt Temptation 
co the former, befides what' is common to you 


with other Men, is the obliging of your Cuſts | 


mers or -Chapmen ;' when to get or keep them, 
you will break with God, diſtemper your Body, 
Head, Hear, tand/all : Now-how can youexpett 
that Gain'to be bleſſed, which'is procur*d by Sin! 
No, no ; if you deal with wiſe Men, it is the 

ttctoalacfs bf your Word, the Goodieeſs and 
Cheapneſs of 'your Commodity, that will oblige 


them fufficieatlyz and ſodoher or 'later, I MN 


lare, this witl Uo the bufine(s : {but if you deal 
with Fools, whotn Wine and Drink do chiefly 0b- 
lige, they'l- difappoint you at laſt, and leave yo! 
m the lurch. | | | 
*.'And on the other hand ; Take heed of Forld- 
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the World for. its own ſake. For the love of Money 
is the root of , Evil, 1 Tim:6..10. * It is nocthe 
greatneſs of an Eſtate, but the nearnefs of it to a 


Man's. Heart which ruines him; The Water 
- under the Ship makes it ſwim, Watcr within it 


makes it ſink. . They that buy, ſhould be as if they 
poſſeſſed not, 1 Cor. 7. 30. for the time us ſhort, And 
worldly Wealth will not itay long, nor ſatisfy the 
Soul while It ſtays. Hearken to the Voice of God, 


Prov. 23. 4, 5- Labour not to be rich: ceaſe from 


thine own Wiſdom : Wilt thou ſet thine Eyes upon that 
which #4 not ? For Riches certainly” (mark thats ter- 


y 9c make themſelves Wings, they flee away as an 


e towards Heaven, What Wiſe-Man will fall: 
in love with a Bird on the.Houſe-top ? and fuch 
are Riches... Unleſs you find, that you are ready 
according to your ability to any good-wark, and 


-that you can find in your Heart to eat and drink, 


and wear Apparel ſutable to your Eſtate 3 the 


| World is in your hearts,and you mult ply the work 


of Mortification-quickly, and lift up your AﬀeRi- 


- ons from things below, to the berrer things that 


- are above. 


8. The &elig10n of the Tradeſman is to be exer- 
ciſed in the frequent uſe of holy” Ejaculationse. An 
Ejaculation 1s the darting up of the Heart unto 
God, in a ſhort and lively Prayer. And they 
may be uſed, either by way of Confeſſion, as that, 


' God be merciful to me a Sinner. O wretched Man 


that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the Body of this 
Death ? Or, by way of Petition, as that of Ne, 
13: 31, Remember me, O my God, for good : Or, by 
way of Deprecatictt, as David; O Lord turn the 


- Counſel of Achitophel ine Fookſbneſs : Or by my 
P 2 © 
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of Interceſſion ;, as, O that the Salvation of {ſr 
were come out of Zion! Or, by way of Thank 
giving ;, as that of Chriſt; 1 thank thee, Father, 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, &c. Now this is the 
excellency and advantage of theſe kind of Pray 
ers, that as they will diſpatch much buſinef 
Heaven, fo they will hinder no buſineſs upen 
Earth ;, they are like a well-plac'd Parenthei, 
they hinder not the Senſe ; they may be interlin'd 
not only in a Sermon, but in the throng of your 
- Imployments. Nehemiah could lift up ſuch : 
Prayer, while the King and Queen were all n 
Preſence, Neb. 2. 4. Eſpecially you that are 4- 
tificers, whoſe Imployment lies in manual One- 
. Tation.z what excellent opportunities have you 
to ſtep often to Heaven, by theſe kindof Prayer 
and Praiſes ! 

. And that you may ſee, this is not a new Inver- 
. tion, or pizce of .modern Preciſeneſs ; hea 
: what holy Augnſtin ſays, De Orere Monachorun, 


As vain Men have their Fables and filthy Songs « 


: work; quid ergo impedit. Seruum Dei manibus oft- 
rantem in Lege Domini meditari, & pſallere nom- 


ns Dei altiſſumi —— Cantica_ divina cantare, etunf 


-- manibus operantes facile, poſſunt, & ipſum laboren | 


tanquam aruivo celeumate conſolars : that is, God" 
: Servants ſhould, while they are at work, ſing the 


Praiſes of God. When the Heart is inditing | 
g00d matter, the Tongue will | be, as the } 


Pen of a ready Writer. By theſe you will keepin 
the fire of Grace between your ſet-times of Pray: 


\er; by theſe you may mcet with and quench :þ 


Temptation on the ſudden. When Satan is at 
- his -lojeCtions and Izjaculations, haye you ® 
| courk 
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courſe to your Ejaculations. When: you feel the: 
Guilt of Sin to pinch you, or the Senſe of any. 
Mercy to affect you, or of any Danger or Difhi- 
culty to affright you, this will be a preſent Re- 
lef, till you have opportunity of more ſolemn 
Prayer. And as no Ship 15 ſo laden, but one 
may thruſt in two or three ſmall Jewels into it ; 
ſo ro Man's Buſineſs 1s ſo throng, but he may 
interline an holy Ejaculation. And of the like 
nature are Solzloquies, wherein we ſpeak” to our 
own Souls; either to rouze up our dull Spirits, or 
to revive cur drooping Souls,as we find holy David 
frequently, P/a/. 42. & 62, &c. Hereby you may 
make Company of your ſelves, when ( as in ſome 
Callings) you are workiog alone all the day; 
and It 1s a fad thing, that a Man ſhall know how 
to confer with 4zn, yea how to converſe with 
Goa, and yet cannot tell how tocommune with 
his own Heart, 
4 9. This Reliown or Godlineſs in a Tradeſman 1s 
ſhewed, In exerciſing of Grace in hs Calling. It 
15 not enou2h to have all Organs of a human 
4 Body, without a vital Principle, and vital Acts 
{ whats a Hand, if it work not, or an Eyeif it 
ſee not ? and what ſignifies your Grace within, 
if it be not actually imployed ? Foh. 4- 14. Bur 
i the Water that I mill give him, ſhall be in bim, a 
Well of Water ſpringing up into Everlaſting Life. A 
Well- is always ſprioging vp, ard true Grace 
ſhould be ſtill in AQtivity, Moſt Men aft 
only according to their natural Humovr all the 
week long, and others conſult only their world- 
ly Interelt ; bur the Chriſtian Tradeſman hath 
;npt ſo learned Chriſt. He muſt every day att 
P 3 the 
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the: Graces of Spiritual Wiſdom, Zeal, Self-de- Þ *© 1 
nial, Patience, 'Charity, and particularly that Þ ©! 
Trath, Juſtice, and Contentedneſs which hath Þ * < 
been deſcribed to him : you will have more Com- Þ * 
fort in the review of this, than of all your other Þ ©! 
Gains. You wilt be frequently provoked by Þ © 
__ Servants and others, here ye muſt a(t both Þ ol 
ifdom and Pattence ;, you will ſee too much Sin Þ C 
and Diſhononr done to God every day, here 
Work for your Zea! ; you will be often preſen- Þ ?! 
ted with poor Objctts, there?s occaſion for your Þ * 
Charty. | A 
In ſhort, you will have occaſion to buy or fel. ÞÞ Þ 
every day, there?s Work for your Yeracity and ÞÞ F 
Equity : And the ating of theſe Graces is fo ne- Þ 7 
ceſlary; that you are but dead Chriſtians without Þ © 
it; and fo pleaſing to God, that every ſuch Att Þ | 
both ſtrengthens the Habit, and opens the char- Þ 
table Hard of God to give you more : And ÞÞ © 
without theſe you will be but the World's drudg Þ} t 
here, and that?s fad, and the Devil's hereafter, and Þ * 
that*s worſe. A pious Tradeſman may att Grace, Þ * 
much as the greateſt Rabbi. Famous is the Storyot Þ 
a Primitive Saint in Egypt, * Who having forms Þ 
Y ny Years retired himſelf from the World, and 
* chiefly imployed himſelf in the Acts of Mort: F 
* cation and Devotion ; and being thereupo! | 
tempted to think himſelf among the holieſt Met Þ 
: ON Earth, and tong'd to know who ſhquld it } 
- next him in Heaven, was warned to inquire for | 
: a Man in Alexandria who was holier than him- 
? ſelf; and who ſhould that be but, when he ha 
jy found him, but 4 poor Cobler, that work'd hard 
« Moſt of the day; bnrt was ſo circumſp<tt eÞ 
| IIK, 
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© Life, ſo juſt in his Dealings, -ſo thankful with 
© his Wife for his mean fare, and then fo truly 
& devout in the Worſhip of God, that the poor 
© Hermite return'd creſt-faln to his Cell, and 
© found that the honeſt, Tradeſman 'was like to 
© fit above him in Heaven. $0 that the Exerciſe 
of Grace ſhould be no uncouth Bulineſs to- a 
Chriftian Tradeſman. rd 


10. The Tradeſman's Piety muſt be ſhewed, In 


| the ſincere promoting of Goodneſs, and diſcouraging of 


-& 5”. As it 1s the Honour of Gad, that he # good 


and doth good ; ſo he ingraves the ſame Image upon 
his Children. Whatſoever doth regularly ww 5-4 
the advancing of God*s Honour, or the Spiritual 
and Temporal Good of Mankind, Religion in- 
clines the honeſt Tradeſman to further it to his 
utmoſt Ability. It is that ingages him in Con- 


'F ſcience, if he have any concern in the Plantati- 


| ons beyond Sea, no way to incourage that un- 
| godly Trade of ſpiriting away either Chriſtians 
| or Infdels againſt their Wills, but rather to in- 
| deavour the Inſtruction and Converſion of the 


Þ poor Negros, who have Souls as precious and im- 


| mortal as his own; and not to be indifferent abour 
' their cternal Salvation, much leſs ro hinder their 
{ Inſtruction, as ſome are ſaid wickedly to do, to 


the great affront of the Chriſtian Religion : Noy 
he knows that no Gain can countervail the Loſs 
of a Soul ; and that where Chriſt gains, he can 
never be aloſer. This true Piety guides. him in 
giving his Voice in any Elef#:on; neither any 
private ReſpeCts, nor Inducements from others x 
neither the Frowns of one, nor Smiles of ano- 
ther ſhall ſway him, but his fixed Delign directs 
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him which is the Glory of Ged, ard the com- 
mon Good. 'T his make; him to run among the 
firſt to further any Pariſh Buſineſs; this makes 
him ready to promote the good of his Conpan, 


to draw ovt his Purſe for the Maintenance of | 


godly Miniſters, and to relieve the Poor. And 
if he be not the firſt, he will readily ſecond any 
good Work: And if things go well with him, 
the Country ſhall fare the better for it, his Cha- 
Tity ſhall be accordingly. For he knows that pure 
Religion, and undefiled before God and the Father, u 
t2is : Not only to be frequent and devout in th: 
Worſhip of God, but, 7s viſit the Fatherleſs and 


the Widmnrs in thetr Afﬀiftion, and to keep hinſilf | 


unſputted from the World, Jam. 1. 27. 


And the like Zeal he will expreſs in diſcow- ; 


raging $m ;, for he that cannot indure it in him- 
ſelf, cannot irdure it any where elſe. He hilt 
drives it out of his Family : to this end,r-ads often 
the 101ſt Pſalm, a Pſalm it is for Houſhovlders, 
and there you'l find that a truly Religious Man, 
hates the Works of them that turn atide, cannot 
abide a froward Perſon, will not know a wicked 
Perſon ; indures not a Slanderer,a Liar, a deceit- 
ful or a proud Perſon. If he be inyeltcd in any 
Office, he takes that opportunity to expreſs his 
hatred to Sin by due execution of the Laws 2 
gainſt it; for he conſiders, that he may never 
haye the like advantage again to ſerve Ged and 
his Generation. He ſets himſclf to detect and 
root up all Frauds, all Debauchery, and whatſc- 
Ever 15 Contrary to Juſtice and Holineſs. By this 
indeed he runs a hazard of contratting ſom: ill- 
will from tome jl] Men ; but that he ſtill cx- 
| prelles 
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preſſes a Friendſhip to thcir Perſons, and lays all * 
fitting Obligations npon them ; that ſo they can- 
not but ſee, that its 1niquity which he only diſ- 
likes, ard that he only proſecutes a common Ene-. 
my : When they come to themſ:Ives, they will 
gave him Thanks ard if they do not, his Wit- 
preſs and his Reward is above. The beſt of Men 
will applaud him, and the worſt. of Men will re- 
verence him. | 

Now to further a Tradeſman in this his heaven- 
ly Trade, it is very convenient that he be fur- 
niſhed with ſeme good Books ;, with which this 
Nation ( praiſed be God) 1s richly ſtor'd. 
Theſe will be Entertainment for him in vacant 
Hours. and cn Winter-Evening:, and fo pre- 
ſerve him from Idlzneſs, and from vain Imagi- 
nations, and from fruitleſs Company. Here he 
may inrich his Underſtanding, inſtruct his Con- 
{:ence, warm his AﬀeCtions, and increaſe his 
Graces : your Sbop-Books may help you to be rich 
for a while, bak your Cloſer-Books will help you 
to be rich ſor ever. , 

But herein take Direction, 1. How to chaſe 
them : Be well-adviſed, not to buy every Book 
that you fancy, nor every Book that 1s com- 
mended to you, nor that hath a taking Title, 
nor that hath a great Bulk and ſmall Price. Bur 
conſult your faithful Miniſter, or ſome judicious 
Fri nd in the buying of your Books; unleſs you 
have a mind to throw away your Money, and 
which is more, your Time, yea and your Souls 
t20, Which is moſt of all : For, as ſome have 


; bzen corporally poiſon'd by reading a Letter, fo 


many have been ſpiritually poiſon'd by reading 
infectious 
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infetious Books. Neither be covetous after: 
more Books, than will comport with your Eſtate 
to buy, and with your time to peruſe : Too much 
variety confounds; a few Books well choſen, 
and well read, will make you ſolid Chriſtians. 

- Above all Books, rcad the Holy Bible, let no 
day paſs without taſting of ſome heavenly Mar- 
#« thence. And to altiſt the Frajltics of your 
Memories, buy a Concordance, Downham and 
Wickezs are the leaſt; Corron, or the Cambride- 
Concordance are larger and better 3 whereby, if 
you remember but one Word, you may find in 
what Book, Chapter, and Verlſe the Sentence is : 
And then to open to you, what is difficult in 

pture, buy Biſhop HalPs Parephraſe on the 
hard places of Scripture, or. which is fuller, the 
Dutch Annotations, To ground you and your Fa- 
mily in the Chriſtian Doctrine, you may hare 
the Aſſemblies Confeſſion and Catechiſms ;, to which 
you may add, Mr. BalPs Catechiſm, with the Ex- 
poſition, or Biſhop Uſher*s Body of Divinity, 
and alſo Dr. Gouge on the Lord's-Prayer , 
Dr. Pearſon on the Creed, Mr. Dod on the Con- 
mandments, and Mr. Vines, with Mr. Dolittle on 
Sacrament ;, and then, the Prattice of Prety, and 
the Whole Duty of Man will be very uſeful both 
for your Inſtruftion and Devotion : Mr. Dent” 
Plain Man's Path-way to Heaven, Mr. Shepherd's 
Send Reliever, Mr. Baxter's Call to the Unconver- 
ted, and Mr. Allen's Vindicie Pietatis, will all 
of them be of great uſe, for the promoting the 
Work of Converſion in your ſelves and Family : 
buy alſo Dr. Gouge*s Book of Domeſtical Duties, 
whereby Husband and Wife, Parent and _ 
ren 
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dren, Maſter and S-rvant will be inſtruted - in 
their Relative Dates; read alſo as many of the 
Lives and Letters of learned and boly Men, as you 
can, whereof you have a large Collettion in 
Mr. Clark*s Lrves, and Martyrology : You ſhould 
alſo have Mr. Perkins, Dr. Ames, or Biſhop 
HalPs Caſes of Conſcience, to which you may re- 
ſort in dubious Caſes for Dire&ion ; Biſhop Fews+ 
el will largely, and Mr. Pool”s Dialogue will briefly 
ſufficiently arm you againſt Popery. And then, 
for Prattical Drvmes, theſe following are the beſt 
I remember, Dr. Preſton of the New Covenant, 
and on the Attributes ; Mr. Perkins, Mr. Hilderſam, 
Mr. Rob. Bolton, eſpecially his Direftions for a com- 
fortable walking with God, Mr. Tho. Hocker, Mr. Fen» 
ner, . Mr. Scudders Daily walk,, Mr. Capel of Temp- 
tations, Dr. Harris, Mr. Reyner, Dr. Reynolas, 
Mr. Girrnal his Chriſtian Armour, Dr. Tho, Good- 
win, Mr. Baxter”s Direttory, and everlaſting. Reſt, 
Dr. Mantons and Dr. Tllstfon's Sermons. And 
becauſe you ſhould have ſome Diverfion': For 
Hiſtory, read Mr. Fox*'s Atts and Monuments, 
Dr. Fuller*s Church Hiſtory of England. And for 
other Hiſtory, you may have Mr. Speed*s Hiſtory of 
England. (The we: lthier may add to theſe, Camb- 
den's Britannia, Sir Rich. Baker”s Chronicle, Iſaack- 
ſows Chronology, and Plutarch's Lives and Morats:) 
And having he preſent State of England, and of 
Londjn in particular, and a Statute-Book,, you 
are competently provided for Books in the Engliſh 
Tongue. Tho you may read, yet you need not 
buy many more. That Money which others 
ſpend in ſuperfluous Treats and Vanities, will 11 
a ſhort time furniſh you with theſe Comp 
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and that time which they b:ſtow in doing no- 
thing, will ſerve you for this Employment, 
which will advance both yonr Intell:Ctuals and 
your Morals here, and your Eternal Happineſs 
hereafter. But then you muſt l:arn, 

2. Hewto uſe theſe Books when you hav: them, 
'They muſt not lie by you in the duſt, but they 
muſt be read, and read throughout, not by parcels 
here and there ; and yet not too mnch at once, 
for the Mind and Memory are frail aid finite; 
and you ſhould leave them, as you ſhould your 
Sermons and Meals, with an Appetite. But be- 
ſure you read with a deliberate Attention, and 
Application of what you read to your own Soul: 
and as occalipn 18 offered, intcrline holy Ejacula- 
tions to God, to bleſs what you read unto you. 
If the Excellency or Difficulty of matter require 
It, grudg not to read it twice or thrice : and it 
you have time and convenience, extract and 
tranſcribe thoſe things which moſt eminently 
Concerns you ; or make ſome Index whereby to 
ind them again. Lend them alſo to ay that 
will be ſure to read them, and reſtore them; 
ſo you may have a Trade going of ſacing Souls 
when you are alleep. Finally, let not your read- 
ng intrench upon your necellary Buſineſs, ncr 
make you more contentious, proud, cenſorious; 
but more holy, and humble, and uſeful ; that the 
Divinity of your Books may be read in your 
daily PraCtice, and that your Works may com- 
mend your Authors. 


IV. Uſe. ' 1. Then 1 pray caſt back your Ey6, 
and review theſe ten Particulars, and then turn 
y Our 
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your Eycs inward upon your - ſclyes, and your 
behaviour in the Premiſes. Thus ſaith the Lord 
of Hofts, Conſider your Ways, Hag, 1. 5. Hath 
the Fcar of God accompanied you 1nto your 
Shops, to the Exchange,every where ? What hath 
been your inward frame? How have you ex- 
erciſed Faith? What care hath becn taken of 
God's Worſhip ? What Rule. haye you obſerved, 
and what Ends have-you propounded? What 
ſpiritual uſe have you made of -earthly things in 
your Callings ? How have you kept the Sabbath ? 
what Watchfalneſs ? what Ejaculations ? what 
Exerciſe of Grace? what Good have you pro: 
moted, or what Sins have you proſecuted ? Of 
theſe things you will be examined, when you 
cannot avoid anſwer ng. . It were better to 
your ſelves, than to b2 judged by the Lord. The 
Day is at hand, when the Sccrets of all Hearts, 
and the Ways of all Men will be diſcovered, and 
impartial Sentence pronounced. And if you do 
reflect 1n good earneſt, I conclude that you wall 
ſce cauſe to abhor your ſelves, and to repent in 
Duſt and Aſhes. Yeu will find that ſome of. you 
have been ſo far from being religiows in your Ca 
lings, that you have been eartbly in your Devo- 
tions : there you can ſpare ſome Looks and 
Thovghts about the things of this World, when 
in your Vocations, you will ſcarce lift up one 
Look or Thought to a better ; inſtead of mix- 
ing Prayers with your Cares, you have mingles -. 
Cares with your Prayers. Nay in many of your 
Houſes no Prayers at all; leſt you ſhould be ac- 
counted Fanaticks, you chuſe to be Profanaricks. 
Where's any canſtant praying ? It every Door 
Were 


22 The Tradeſman's Calling, Ch.z, 
-were but mark'd, where there is no Prayer with. 
:in,. I fear many \Houſes would fand croſt as for 
the Plague, with a Lord have Mercy upon w, writ. 
'ten upon them. We have had the Goſpel in 
;Power and Purity now above an ©anared and tren. 
-ty: Years, and there. is yet ſo much bare-fac'd 
- Wickedneſs, and 1b little of! the Power of Godli- 
.pefs, that the Lord may juſtly ſay to us, as he did 
.to the old World, Gen. 6. 3. My. Spirit ſhall ny 
orore ſtrove with Man. 

' "We prelerve the Name of Chriſtians, Reformed 
Chriſtians, but we diſhonaur that worthy Nan, 
by which we are called. How do we trifle in 
Religion ! God and Chriſt, and Satan and Death 
are all in good earneſt, and we opr {elves do but 
dream. O.''the beſt had need to repent and 
amend : Wint then will become of them that 


hate and oppoſe all that's ſerious, that ridicule F 


all Religion, tho under other Pretences ; they 
diſlike the Men, not the Religion ; or only their 
Sins, not their Sanftity :. and too much occahion 
for that Umibrage is given by many ; and wo t 
them by whom Offences come ;, yea, and wo to the 
World, becauſe of Offences, both thoſe that Grue 
Offence, and thoſe that Take and improve it to 
the Prejudice of Religion arc in a woful Condi 


ton”: For why thould not a great deal of Good- , 


nes in-a pious Man, cover a little Evil, as well 
as ſome little Goodneſs in. others, ſhall cover a 
Ereat many .Fauſts ? Let 2 Religious Man hare 
mever ſo many. vertuous Qualitics, and Jer bum 
ave done never:ſo many gand things 3 yet if he 
hve any one Fault, 'as if herbe too paſſionate, or 
200 worldly ;. all the worthy. things in _ or 
—— one 
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done by him, are buried, and he only hears H 
crite, and alt that's naught on both Ears. y 
if a wicked Wretch have never ſo many ill Qua- 
lities, and have lived in Sin all his days ; yet if he 
have but one good Property, as to be good hu- 
mour'd, charitable, or the like ; all his Faults are 
paſsd over and buried in ſilence, and he ſhall be 
excus'd them all, and cry'd up for a very fair 
condition'd Man. Now is rot here rank Part 
ality ? Do not theſe Men ſhow hereby their Ha- 
tred to God ? Yes, yes, the Malignity is at God 
himſelf, If good Men were leſs like to God, 
| they might fleep quietly with their other Faults. 
Who ever affirm'd that the moſt ſober and religi- 
ons were without Sin ? and muſt they, and Reli- 
on alſd, be therefore hooted out of the Work ? 
| ho throws Stones at the Moon, becauſe there 
{ be ſome dark parts in it ? I would adviſe ſuch to 
beware, for Religion is the Cauſe of God, who 
is a falous God : and if he damn them thatare 
without it, what will become of them that are 
apainſt it ? Theſe Arrows do penetrate Jefus 
Chriſt himſelf, whom you might hear, if you had 
an Ear to hear, ſaying, I am Feſus, whom thew 
ſeomeſt : 3t 13 hard-for thee to kick. ag ainſt the Bricks. 
Att 9.5. Dread therefore hereafter ( as Saw 
there did ) to open thy Mouth againſt the'un- 
queſtionable Duties of Religion, and berake 
your ſdves tothe Praftice of that Piety, without 
_ you can neither comfortable live, nor 1ſake- 
-*Dyt more particularly, 1 cannot chaſe butla» 
Meift and reprove ew» great Onfions of tod ma- 
ny Tradeſmen t And the one is, of Fay 
1: WHIC 
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which is wholly negletted by many, partially prad 
Fed, that Is, at night only by ſome, and wnſes 
ſonably performed by others. Afuredly, Sin 
of Omillion deſerve Condemnation, as you maj 
fee, Mat.25. throughout, and all your other Pro- 
fefſion or Vertue-, will not compenſate for on: 
wiltul Negle& : Jam.2.10. For whoſoever ſhall kee 
the whole Law,and-yet offend(or ſtumble) in one poun, 
he is guilty of all.- If the Fear and Love of God 
did induce youto other good Duties, they would 
alſo oblige you to this; ard you would no more 
plead Inability, Baſhfulneſs, or Buſineſs, but ſeti- 
oully ſet about it. Till then you live in danger 
of that Fury, which 1; prepar*d for the Heathen, 
and for the Families that call not upon his Name , 
Fer. 10. 25, Better were it for you, to break 
through theſe, petty Obſtacles, and either with 
a Book or without it, render to God a Morning 
and Evening, Sacriice with your Families : For 
tho-you may perhaps read and pray alone, yet 
2tts- great odds, ſome others, who are under 


-Your charge, have no time or mind to it, and 


10 'live without Prayer and withoue God 1n the 
- And then, why will you that. pray with them 


and: Rent that is due to God? Doth not the 
lame Scripture that commands the Evening Sactr 
hce, require the Morning Sacrifice alſo ? Exod, 29. 
38, 39. Now this ;s that which thou ſhalt off er upon 
the Altar : two Lambs of the of Year, day by day 
conteeadlly.” The one Lamb tou ſhalt offer in tht 
Alerning ;, and the other Lamb, - thou off er -4 
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the Lord together for your Sleep and Safety itt 
the” Night ; as for your Merties' in the Day ? 
Nay, e'you not- greater nee to bep divine 
Afliſtance, Protttidua and Grace, when you go 
out into” the World, than when you only ; ro 
bed ? Think of it, and anſwer theſe thin 
your Confciences,if you can. 

And” then; how unfit are you and the teſt of 
your H fhokd for any lively and earneſt Prayers; 
at' un bly late hours ? Do not you come 
to thein'ar fach times; rather as to an unwell- 
come 'Task; Jas as to a gracious Priviledg ? and 
Aoroing are pcrined ons ſleeping, int 


ne corn 
tht bor, on no Edification them, whictkt 
ſhould LJ zh Ends of po Relin Duties. 

And*the, other and Omniſſion of the Tratlſ- 
man, is of the Lin s-Supper. Some of them can 
livet thirty; , forty, fifty —_—_ Cf k 
whit'1 iow 'withont ey er once a '4 
the Zvi; Table. And, yet that bleſſed Sevjowr 
of ours tri'hfs {aft nd Teſtathent ( atid dy- 
ing” poke Nin are rr obſerved ) commatt- 
ded "the frequent 'uſe thereof, to alf that expect 
benefit by his Death. 1f, Do "this in rembmbrance 
of me; be not a plain Cominand, nothing is plain 

inthe eciprite | _ cal be fatisfy your? Con- 
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thineſs which keeps you from the Sacrament, 
will alſa keep you out of Heaven, and where are 
you then ?. Plead not, that you are unprepared; 
for that is your Sin, which you ſhould not. ſleey 
19 another Night. How long, I pray, will you be Wst 
preparing * No, no, the plain truth is, you are 
oth to be at the trouble of Sclf-Examination, 

loth to be diſturbed in a ſinful and flothful courſe, 
loth to ſettle to the Practice of ſerious Picty, | h: 
loth to forgo the Sin you wot of, and here it ſt 
ſticks : but ( Sis) theſe are the Suggeſtions of IS 
your Enemy. He commonly tells Men, it i; too RP 
ſoon, till at length it be too late: If you could ln 
make a Covenant with Death, and eſcape the B'S 
Judgment that follows, ir were another matter. Þ h 
But Sin -wſt be repented, Grace mwft be obtain'd, I 7 
Heaven 2ſt be enſur'd, and how ſhall theſe I 
things be, unleſs you buckle to it, unleſs you uſe Fl n 
the means, whereof this is one ? I do therefore | & 
| 

| 

| 

( 

| 


earneſtly adviſe and perſwade you, to take 4 
ſpeedy courſe to. come, and come worthily to 
the Lord*s Table. Read ſuch good Books as may 
direlt you, apply your ſelycs to ſome faithful 
Miniſter, who will gladly aſſiſt you, and above 
all, beſeech. the. Lord to help you; to pardon 
your great Negle&t, to cloath you with necella- 
Ty Graces,.and to welcome you afterward witit 
a Bleſhng, 

2. Let all Tradeſmen be hence exhorted, to mn- 
troduce Pjery into their Callings. 1 beſeech you to 
abide with God in your Callings. You cannot. be 
Tuly rich, you cannot be _{afe, you cannot be 
happy without it. It is a yoor Houſe that hath 
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jo Fire in it ; it is a'. poor Shop that hath tio 
o0ds in it : but.tho you have Fire and Meat e- 
pough.in the Houſe, and Goods ſafficient in your 
Shop, yet it.is: a miſerable, a curſed Houſe and 
Shop that have no Religion 1a them. You may, I 
grant, get Eſtates, diſpoſe your Children, live 
deliciouſly; &c; Go on and proſper, but you wilt 
die like Fools, and theſe very Eſtates { asyou 
have been often told ) will help to fink your Po- 
ſterity in the ſpending, that have ruin'd your 
Souls in the gerting of them. Remember your 
Profeſſion, remember your Baptiſmal Vow, re- 
member Eternity, and be wiſe for your own 
Souls. If you abide with God in your Calling, 
- BE he will abide with you, and then you ſhall be hap- 
+ © py here, and happy for ever. Happy are the Peo- 
* Þ ple that are in ſuch a caſe ;, yea, happy us that -People 
whoſe God 1s 'the Lord Then will your Callings 

be better for you, and you will not be worſe for 
our Callings. . | Say not again, it is impoſſible to 

e religious in your Calling ; for tho it be more 
difficult to walk with God in ſome Callings ; yet 

It is poſſible to do it in any: In the Apoſtles 
times, they that were Servants, yea, Saves to ve- 

ry Heathens, are required to abide with God 
even in that Calling. There tis no lawfut Calling 
under Heaven, but there have been holy Men in 
it; and if you be not ſo, it is the fault of the 

Perſon, and not of the Calling. 

To this end, be reſtleſs until you have a ſenſe 
of Religion in your Hearts+ Embrace Chriſt there, 
yield up your Souls to him, take his Yoke upon 
you. Accept of him in all his Offices, and re= 
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your Souls to him with all its Faculties, a 
dhe ſtrait Gate. It is ſaid Mg 
22. 5- They made light of #t and went their way, 
one to his Farm, auother to his Merchandny, 
Miſerable is that Merchandize that keeps Men 
from Jeſus Chriſt : If you are too buſy to goto 
Heaven, your Money will periſh with you, 
But.if laying aſide every weight, and the Sin the 
doth ſo eaſily beſet you, you ummediately ſet upon} 
the Work of Repentance and Holineſs, you} 
will have Fruit unto Holineſs, and the end Everlaþ-| 
3ng: Life. Prov. 4.7. Get Wiſdom, get VUnderſtar-| 
deng; You are all for getting ; here's Gain with 
out: hazard, a great Bargain without Money. } * 
And! now what ſay you ? What Anſwer ſhall 

 L return to him that ſent me? As the Lew 
ſaid of old; Conſider of it, and take Advice, ij + 
ſpeak. your Mind. And the Lord incline your | 
Heart to true Wiſdom! And fo much for the 
Sixth Requiſite, and alſo for this Head about the 
right managing of a Trade or Calling« 
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CHAP. VI. 


Of the Finiſhing of a Calling, 


Come now, in the /aft place, to ſpeak, con- 
cerning a Man's Departing from hu Calling ;, 
in what Caſes and by what Means a Man - 
> may lawfully {eaue his Calling : I ſay, leave 
his Call; fqr one may be interrupted from 
following his proper Imployment for a time, 
when he doth not relinquiſh it. Some neceſſary 
and emergent Qccaſions may divert the moſt di- 
ligent Perſon from his Occupation, perhaps for 
Weeks or Months,but ſtill afteradiſpatch of them, 
{ he returns to the vigorous Management of it a- 
| govm. The reſtoring or preſerving his Health, 
{ the gratifying or aflifting of his Friends or Rela- 
| tions, or his qther ncedful Secular Aﬀairs, may 
! call him abroad, and detain him for ſome ſpace 
| of time, but he is not eaſy, he haſtens to his 
| own bulineſs, this is but a Paremthbeſis : He and 
his Calling are not parted. Neither can a Man 
be ſaid to leaye his Calling, when for good Rea- 
Pos leſſens it, and-thinks fit to drive a {maller [ 
'Frade, legves off dealing = ſame Commodities, 
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finds it better for his Soul, or Body, or Eſtat 
to draw in his Sails, and accordingly contra hj 
Buſineſs, but yet doth nct deſert his Calling. Bu 
now a Man leaves off his Calling, Ky 
totally and finally forſake it ; I ſay, totally and þ- 
nally: and this, is a matter of great moment, 
let a Man's Calling be what it will ; and it be. 
hoves every Man to fee that he and his Calling 
part fair. 


Now a Calling is then well lefr, when Gu 
doth diſcharge or call a Man from his Calling, where 


wnto be was called. There is no other way tote] 
fairly quit of your Calling : He that called you 


znto'it, mult call you oxz of #. Now this he doth 

emo ways. . i 
Firſt, Immediately, by his abſolute Command ct 

Inſpiration ;, and fo he diſcharged the Apoſtles upon 


our Saviour's Aſcenſion and Miſſion of the Heh} 


Gbo#t upon them ; until they had that Commill- 
on, even after the Death and Reſurrection of 
Chriſt, we find both Peter, and James, and Joby 
at..their old trade of 'filhing ; Joh. 21. 3. bit 


afterward they applied themſelves to their Apo 
flethip, and lived and died 'in that Profeſſion. F 
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which drove Jonah to Sea, but it was dire&tly 
againſt the revealed Will of God, and he ſped 


Secondly ;, God doth mediately diſcharge a Man 
from his Calling two ways. M 

1, By the Hand or Interpoſition of Man ;, when 
jt pleaſeth him to inyeſt ſome or ' other with 
Authority or with Power oyer a Perſon, ard by 
ſuch he is diſcharged of his Imployment. Thus 
a Child, who is under the Government of his 
Parents, may lawfully leave his Calling, when he 
is ſo required by them, becauſe he is not ſ#s juri, 
nor is ſuppos'd to know what is belt for him, in 
compariſon -of their Underſtanding. Thus 2 
Wife. may lawfully forſake the. Calling, wherein 
ſhe hath bzen bred ; when her Hu:band finds. any 
conſiderable Inconyeniencies therein, or needs 
her Aſſiſtance ſome other way : For, God hath 
invelted the Husband with Authority to direct 
and govern his Wife, and ſhe ought, to be ſ{ub- 
jet,to him, every (lawful) chi7g. Thus the 
Subject, being called: and advanced by his Prince 
to ſome place *of honourable Tryſt, may law- 
fully leave his former Calling, becauſe this is fup- 


poſed" to tend more to' the Publick Good. In | 
. like manner, when a Man is put into Reſtraznt or 


Priſon, either by the Magiſtrate, or by the Suit 
of his Adverſary,, he, is ſo long af leaſt diſchar- 
ped from his formex Calling, and poſſibly made 
incapable thereby from ever following ir again. 
There may other ſuch like Inſtances perhaps be 
Bret: wherein it may be unqueſtionably lawful 


Yr a'Man to leave his Calling ; wich yet = 
QT 4 : 
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be warily collefted,. and, he that js concludedþ 
them, tnuſt ſee that he hath his releaſe trom God, 
tho it be by the Tnteryention of Men. 

2- A Man may be ſufficiently giſcharged by the 
Hand of bis ſpecial Providence. And that, 

(r.) When it pleaſeth God to diſable a Mar! 
Ming. Not that every trouble of Mind ſhall ex- 
caſe a Man from following bis Vocation : No, 
Means muſt be ns'd and Remedies applied, the 
Hin and the Divine muſt be conſulted, and 
{till the Plough muſt go: yea, perhaps an honeſt 
Diligence in your Callings, may prove the beſt 
cure for it. But I mean, when Reaſon is utterly 
clouded, or when the Faculties are ſo enfeebled, 
that there is no preſent, nor proſpect of future 
Capacity, whereby to manage a Man's Calling, 
then God releaſes him. Let all Tradeſmen, 
therefore, while all is well within, and that their 
Faculties are in due frame, take care of their 
TIntelleuals. Be humble, 'be * temperate, abuſc 
not your Parts, provoke not God, beware of 
worldly Sorrow, pore not upon any Loſs or Dif- 
appointment, 'maintain a 'harmleſs Cheatfulneſ; 
in every Condition, meddle hot with "abſtroſe 
Speculations, hor things "that are too high for 
you ; graſp not after more Buſineſs than your 
Head can well bear ;* for at theſe Doors doth 
Melancholy "and Diſtraftion often 'enter, and 
PE farwel the World, aqdall the true Comfort 
f it.. ' You myſt” then leave your Callings, you 
-— 
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of SicknefG” "Now riſe up, that then you 
y fie in Bed : ron now, that then you may 
3: your Chair; Iabour now; that then you 
eſt. an beware of all Intetriperance, and 
cows w herepy Nature 'is weakened, and 
ned” to Infirmities, leſt you re- 
0 the Ho bat 3 aft. .Sobriety and Piety, 
& Health r Jour "Navel and Marrow to your 
- will you | have the Comfort of your 
Fi tegrity, when you w{ll receive but little 
r preſent Indiſpoſition, your Calling and 
rh hers isno remedy. 


EC ” "Calling, when he hath gotten a 
tent” Thom for himſelf and Family ? Nay, 
FT be ſar 7* that caſe doit, theteby to hare 


! Jang His Labo bours, 3 ind alſo to give 
Ace fo yours, raders to improve their Talents? 
: es "Yes; he | may z provided he intend not 
to be unſerviceable j in the World but to imploy 
= 4 his' oF oe and bl ſtate ſome waj 
Mankind. He may rather chuſ 

Nach God forbid he ſhould be 
6 Thi mploy oyment, the com- 
ol. the he muſt tior "fay to his Soul, 


ne ws prong rl rry. He mu 
—_—_ ? up Dainttes and Treafu _ vuly for hin 

by ul. Be" rich rowards God, Luke 12. 20s 

, he muſt* not only atm at Eaſe, but a 
! to prepare himfelf for the. World 
--And x conceive; * "that the*Tradeiht 
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who hath arrived at a ſufficient Eſtate, and fs 
declined in Years, not only may, but ſhould, un- 
leſs there be ome other juſtifiabl 
do , preponderate, give place to the younger 
Tradeſmen, and not ſtand like great old Trees, 
which hinder ' the growth of all below them. 
He'that conjoyns the common Good with his pri- 
vate Advantage, will not be ſo ſelfiſh, as to pre» 
fer his own unneceſſary Emolument, before the 
neceſſary Encouragement of matiy. He thought1t 
unreaſonable in his Predeceſlors, and therefore 
ſhould not deal ſo with thoſe that are coming 
after him. And in this his Repoſe, he ſhould not 
onlyinſtruft younz Tradeſmen in the Vertues.of 
Prudence, Juſtice, Truth, and Piety, but ſet 
himſelf to do all the good he can in the place. of 
his Retirement, and there lay out ſome of that 
Wiſdom, Religion, and Eſtate, which he had 
laid up before ; ſo ſhall he come to his Grave in 
a full Ape, like as a Shock, of Corn cometh in his 
"Seaſon: Job 5. 26. way 
(3.) When a Man is diſabled in bis Eſtate tp 
follow his Calling, then he is plainly releaſed fror 
It. 'You muſt not five it up for every Loſs,. 80 
for every Abatement in -your Eſtate. [ 
Pteaſed ſometimes 'to try the Faith and Patience 
of his deareſt Children, by. Ebbs. and Tides 1n 
their Eſtates'; and'many who. have been rednced 
to a'very fmall ſcant}ing, have recovered againin 
2 "6ndirfat nine , But if, a Maus Eſtate be 
eluted to nothing; and that bis Calling is ſuchs 
2s requires" Art -Eſtite rg manage it, then he. 1s 
ER 2 he'Qoth ak proberty leave his Gar 


» 


e Reaſons that - 
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byt. his Calling leaves bim. - But it 
Jags a this Man to rewjew bis Carriage both to- 


warts God, and towards Men.; and to find m 
Wherefore God hath taken his. "Talent from him. 
e ſhould conſider, whether he have ſerved hi 
er with all his Strength, w he hath 
bay vd in fome Omuſſien, or ind d ſome Trarf 
Preſſe or other ? Whether he hath im ployd 4 
ſt-Wiſdom, Strength, and Skill, in his Yo- 
jon ?. Whether he hath not been unjuſt, or un- 
Fnicable towards others ? And in caſe he find 
uy faul fTs to. deplore .his.Sin, and implore 
#he Mercy of God in Jeſs Chriſt ; leſt thoſe Sins 
hack drive him out of his Shop, keep him out of 
ſeaven alſo, But in this caſe, he _ his Calling 
live no longer together ; he is ſtary?d out 
bets it, and muſt ſeek-another. For G6d will not 
his Conſent, that he ſhould be idle. He 
be coptent to be a Servant, when he cannat 
2 Her 5 and to be helpful in anothers Shop, 
when h e cannot keep open his own. And this 
an to be choſen, than to wander into Im- 
loyments foreign to his own ;, for tho it may be 
els creditable and more laboriqus ; yet he is 
the Purlieys of his own Calling, and if he 

FR get Foo E ja and Raiment, he ought therewith 


Mey Lt God doth manifeſtly diſcharge 2 
Man' of . his Calli ing by Death. This puts an end 
to Alf a Mank ane and Labours, and puts 2 
Boa from his Calling for ever... His Wares, his 


© Books, his Chapmen, his Pivjects. and ,he. my 
E hr for good and all, Hy be &h. goerh forth, be 


Terre 


—"+e<rmUrS< cu czASS © 4 


Chi6, The Fradeſmiann's Colldys 249 
returntch 16 hii' Exrth, in that very day bis Thoughts 
periſh- Pſal. 146: 4. This day will come, and 
K- often comes in aft hour he is not aware of: 
When God cats to the Grave, all other C 
muſt beleft; Job 14. 10. Man dieth and waſteth a- 
way ; yea; Man giveth up the Ghoft, and where 1s be ? 
He wa$%yont to be in his Shop, he is not there'2 
Where is he ? See in his Counting-honſe, | he'is 
not there; where is he ? Look for him at the 
Exchange, there he is not ; where is he then ? 
why, he is gone, whither ? into another Conn- 
try ? No, he is gone into another World, and 
his Houſe nor Shop will known him no more. 

Let my Counſel therefore be acceptable to eve- 
ry Tradeſman ;; 

1. Set thy Heart in order this day, defer it no 
longer; break off thy Sins by Righteouſneſs, and 
thine Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor. 
Repent of all your Sins from the bottomr of your 
Hearts; not only in the lump, but with particu- 
lar Refleftion, aud ſutable Grief for every one - 
of them; batter Heaven with your earneſt Cries 
for Pardon and for Grace. Settle your ſelves in” 
acovrſe of ſincere, univerſal, and conſtant Piety. 
Live in the daily Expettations of dying ; and” 
lay  up' for  your' ſelves Treaſure in Heavenz iff 
you haye done Wrong to any, make theth ſpeedy* 
and ful — —_— you would now- 
regret, if you were call night to 
account of your Stewardſhip, that Krs 


<2 2n- 
For beſides the Quicknefs and Violence of Fac a 
Diſeaſts, which-give' a Man neither Opportanis 
ty, nor Ability to think or do_any thing w_ 


” #33 TheTradeſmais Calling. Chig 
bis Soul; your. Death-bed Repentance alloy 
you no. Opportunity to demonſtrate the Sincerjs 
ty,of your Purpoſes, by actual Amendment. They 
wu appear to. be only Bonds made in Durance; 
Godlineſs out of Force, not, out of Choxce. 

« 2. Set your Houſe in order alſo with all the ſperd 
Joucan, To that end, keep your Books and Ac. 
 Compts with every Body, as even and as exa(t as 

You can. Suffer not any long Reckonings to lie 
dormant between you and others ; the which; 
if either of you ſhould unexpectedly die, may 
turn to the Injury of the one or the other, or 
elſe afford Fewel_ for tedious and coſtly Suits. 

And when you have computed as near as you can, 

the true value of your Eſtates, then, with the help 

of thoſe that have Skill and Honeſty, make you 

Will, Wherein, after you have bequeath'd and 

ſettled a competent Eſtate upon your Wife and 

Children, diſpoſe of the Remainder, if God has 

fo far bleſt you, to your poor Relations ; and for- 
get.not to acknowledg the Goodneſs of God to 
yan, by devoting ſome fit Proportion to pious 

and. charitable Uſes ; which being done with a 
fincere reipeZt uato the Lord,, is the belt means, 
that.you caninvent, fo intail the reſt upon your 
Poſterity.. Having done theſe things, you are 
not.one minute nearer to Death, but only readi- 
er for it... . You. ſhould expett it, but you need 
=> wap it. Hon wi chearfully leave your ow 

k2:g.upon Earth, when you are going to receive 
the bags the high. Calling | 4 God in Chriſt 
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Little-Britain. 


HE Vanity of Man's Preſent State, proved and aj 
plied in a Sermon on PF {4.39. 5. with divers cm df 
he $air.ts Cemmunion with God, By Mr, Fohn W:l/cow. 
A Treatiſe concerning the Lord's-Supper, with three DiaZ 
Jogues. By Thomas Dol;ttle, the gth Edition. 
Time, and the end of T;*, in two Diſcourſes : By Foh. Fox, 
Godly Fear, or the Nature and Neceſlity uf Fear, and its 
uſefulneſs, By. R. Allen, 
The Door of Heaven opened and ſhut ; or a Diſcourſe con- 
cerning the abſolute neceſſity of -a timely Preparation for a 
happy Eternity. By Fob Fox. 


the Preface of Zachariah Wood, Phyhcian of Rotterdam : to 
Which is added Dr. Fames De-back his Diſcourſe of the 
Heart, Phyſician in Ordinary to the Town of Rofrrerdam, 

Infant-Baptiſm, from Heaven, and not of Men. By Foſeph 
Whifton, in 4 parts. 

Vilare Anglicum, or a view of all the Cities, Towns and 
Villages in Zzgland, alphabetically compoſed ; by the ap- 
pointment of Sir Henry Spelman, Knight 3 the 2d Edition 
with Additions, | 

The Chriltian Temper, or a Diſcourſe concerning the N. 
ture and Properties of Grace of the SanCtification : written for 
help in Self-Examination, and holy living; by F. Barrer, MA. 

Argumentum Anti-Normanicum, or ah Argument 
from Ancient Hiſtories and Records, that W:l-4w Duke 
Normandy made no abſolite Conqueſt of England by the 
Swordyin ſenſe of our Modern Writers, | 

The ſacred Diary, or ſele& Meditations for every part ofthe 
day of every Chriſtian. 

Manudu&#to ; ora leading of Children by the hand, through 
the Principles of Grammar 3 by Fa. $hirley. 


The School of the Heart, in 47:Emblems, by the Author - 


of the Synagogue, annexed ro Heyberrs Poems 2 whereunto is 
added the Learning of the Heart by the ſame hand, the 3d Edir, 

CorreRion, InftuQion » Or a Treatiſe of AﬀiQions 3 by 
Thomas Caſe, M, A, 


The true Chriſtians love of the unſeen Chriſt 3 by T./avcext, - 


- Miniſter fometime of St, Mawdlins-Milk-itreet, Lowdown. 

A Sermon preached at the Funeral of the Lady , i 
which is annexed an Account of the Life and Death of chat 
Eminent Lady. By Nathariel Parkbwrft, M, Ac | 
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| he Anatomical Exerciſes of Dr. Wil:4m Harvey; with 
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